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PREFACE: 
Have been induc d by a deep Averſion to Popery, and by 
an unfeigu'd Veneration and Eſteem for the Church of 

England, to make the following Extra from the French 

Hiſtory. 

I conſider Popery, not only as an erroneows Syſtem of Faith 

Worſhip and Diſcipline, but as 4 mo#t ſubtle and inhuman 

Invention to confound and deſtroy the Liberties, both Religi- 

ous and Civil, of all Chriſtians: And I look upen the Ee- 

cleſiaſticks of the Romiſh Church, as Perſons ei ber forc'd 
or inviegled by their Relations er others into the Papel Ser- 
vice, or liſting into it voluntarily (without ſuſficiem Knows 
ledge of the Cauſe) ; who all afterwards find themſelves en- 
ag d to exerciſe, each in bis Station, bu Sh.re of the bars 

| =_ Craft meceſſary for carrying on ſo deteſtable a Deſitu. 
On the other Hand, I look upon the Church of England 
to have been a mot juſt neceſſary and prudent Reformation 
from that of Rome: I intirely agree with the mo#t zealous 
and dutiful of ber Sons, that her Doctrine and Warſhip are moſt 
pure and decent; and mot happily ſituate in the middle Regicnt 
of good Senſe ; between the Extremes of idolatroms Superſtitions 

ind of too narrow or rigid Schemes of Faith or Diſcipline * 

I allow, that upon a general Compariſon of the Religions a- 

Tong 1, 4 Church of England-Aan may juſtly be a- 

counted the polite Gentleman, and a Diſſenter the plain M. 

chanick, in Chriſtianity. But certainly, if the Gentleman i 

Caracter u the moſt amiable, that of the Mechanick is no 

leſs uſeful: If the one bas 'Genereſity of Soul, Freedom and 

Ingenuity of Mind, Integrity and Honeur, with Brightneſs 
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Decency and Sweetneſs in his Judgment Diſcourſe and Man- 
ners; the ot ber is ſtrictily juſt to all Men, a frugal and di- 
ligent Father and Maſter, a good Neighbour, a quiet and 
obedient Subject. Both are extremely valuable in their dif- 
ferent Stations; and whoever attempts to do ih Offices be- 
tween them, will be found to have ſome Defect in his Head 
or Heart; he muſt want the true Wit and Spirit of the 
Gentleman, cr the common Honeſty of the Mechanick. 

As for the C lergy of the Church of England, how beau- 
tiful is their Caracter, bow bappy their Condition! Their 
Eſtabliſhment is not a crafty Impeſition, an uſurp'd Aut ho- 
rity over a Naticn cheated by a forg'd Claim; but they bold 
their Dignities and Benefices by the heft Title in the World, 
the only Title indeed that an honeſt Man would hold any 
thing by, namely the Laws of the States of a free People, 
Their preſent Soveraign has treated them with peculjar Be- 
neficence ; And the whole Legiſlature have not only been ve- 
ry ready (as well in the laſt Reign as this) to paſs divers 
Laws for rendring the collecting of their Dues eaſy ; but 
have eminently ſhewn the Traſt they repoſe in their Wiſdom 
Virtue and Love of their native Ccantry, by repealing (in 
Effect) the Statute of Mortmain. As to their Perſons, 
they are not under the unnatural Reſtraint of Celibacy, 
which contributes ſo much to the ſouring the Tempers of the 
Remiſſi Clergy 5 but | | 

Relations dear they know, and all the Charities 

Of Father, Son, and Brother. ( Milt.) 
In a Word, they are Laymen in all the ſolid Advantages and 
Enjoyments of the World ; and have the Happineſs to ſuper- 
add to the Exerciſe of the common Virtues and Duties of 
Humanity, the Study and the Adminiſtration of things ſa- 
cred, So that they are not in the ſame Temptation'as Ro- 
miſh Eccleſiaſticks, to pay themſelves in Pride and Spite, 
for the innocent Delights of Life from which they unluckily 
excluded themſelves : They are in no Temptation, like them, 
to rack their Wits and ſtrain their Conſciences to advance the 
Aut bority and Intereſts of the Clergy, ſuperior to and ſepa- 
rate from the Laity ; For their Wiwes, their Children (who 
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cannot all he Eccleſtaſticks,) engage them by the ſtrongeſt 
Ties to cenſult the common Intereit of the State and People 
in Conjunttion with their own : And to this our Laws hav- 
ing indulgent Regard, entitle the bene fie d Clergy to vote as 
Laymen in Elections of Members of Parliament, ſince the 
Reſtauration of King Charles II. | 

I never think of a Clergyman of the Church of England 
in theſe his true Circumſtances, but I imagine him the moſt 
nobly and the moſt delightfully entertain'd and employ d of 
any Man in the Kingdom. Hu Learning and Breeding 
qualify him fer the beſt Converſation, and to do infinite 
Good in his Neighbourhood : His gentle Virtues render him 
the Foy of his own Family, and the Bleſſing of the Pecple 
committed to his paſtoral Care: He is not oblig d to act any 
unmanly hypocritical Part, to captivate Reſpect and imprint 
an Awe of his Funttion ; Simplicity and Force of Nature 
and Reaſon in his Words, Integrity and innccent Freedom in 
his Manners, are all the Arts he needs, and never fail to 
acquire him Eſteem and Reverence from all Men. His 
Mind is not cramp d by any narrow or deſigning Notiens, 
nor his Liberty of Thought or Speech depreſs d by any arbi- 
trary Injuntlions from the State: He ſtudies the beſt Au- 
| thors of all Faculties and of all Times, without the tor- 
menting Regret (which doubtleſs many a good-natur d Ro- 
miſh Prieſt feels) that he dares hardly impreve himſelf, 
much leſs inſtruct ethers, by the Sentiments he gathers from 
Plato or Cicero, Polybius or Livy, as well as from St. 
Chryſoſtom er St. Auguſtine. Furniſh'd from all the 
Stores of ſacred and human Literature, he aſcends the Pulpit 
with an enlarg'd Mind, clear of all little Prejudices and 
Paſſions ; full of Affection for the moſt religious and virtuous 
Queen, and the moſt mild and equalGovernment, in the whole 
World; thoroughly ſenſible of the Importance of the Mar the 
Nation is engag d in, for the Defence of her Title and in- 
valuable Perſon, and of the Proteſtant Religion and Liber- 
ties, againſt a powerful ſubtle and dangerous Enemy); and 
his Breaſt glows, while he d.livers Truths equally, becoming 
a Divine, a Scholar, a Father, an Engliſhman, | 


3 But 


But fi not to be conteal'd, that there are Men of the 
Gown, Who (let the Reaſon of things and the Conſtitution 
F the State ſay what they can) will with great Clamour 
aſſume and appropriate to themſelves alone the Name of the 
Church of England; and who finding it too Iaborions to 
acquire the true Caratter of a Miniſfer of that Church, 
take an eaſy Method to diſtinguiſh themſelves by attempting 
to ſet the Nation back into Popery agen: For, the aſſerting 
the Authority of the Church of England to be ſuperior tb 
that of the State, is no better than Popery in Fact, whate- 
ver it may be term'd in Name, and tannot be otherwiſe in 
the Confequentes and Pffetts. Arguments of this Nature 
are ſo much better made out by Proofs from Hiſtory, than by 

ſpeculative Reaſoning ; that I bave judg d it for the Ser- 


vice of the Publick, to ſet before their Eyes the Example of 


France. There the Clergy affirm'd, That the State had 
not Authority to grant a Toleration to the Prote- 
ſtants; and maintain d a Conteſt upon that Queſtion, till 
they got the better, by the Ruine of all the Liberties of that 
Kingdom. In relating the chief Circumſtances of that Diſ- 
pute, I bade mingled no Obſervations of my own, but 
what are neceſſary for the Connexion of the Story, or what 
fairly yeſult from the Nature of the Facts: And I bave not 
anly repreſented the whole Affair in the very ſame Manner 
I ſhould have choſen to do bad ] been to tell it twenty Years 
ago, and in the very ſame Lights and Colours in which I 
am ſatisfied al impartial Fudges bave hitherto and will al- 
ways take it; but I have avoided nfing any Cant-Expreſſi- 
ens by which any of the Parties now in England affect to 
diſtinguiſh each other. So that 4 any Parallels be drawn 
from this Story, thoſe may thank themſelves who give the 
Publick cauſe to draw them: For my Part I make none, 
kut have to the beſt of my Tudgment ſimply and fairly re- 
preſented a Train of Action that have been done in France, 
in ſuch Manner as they 1 to me in the beſt French Wri- 

and this with no little Deſizn againſt any particular 
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Perſons; but with the ſingle Intention if ſerving the eſtabliſh'd 
£ : 

The 
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Guuernument and the Church of En 


De Doctrine of Non: Reſiſtance of the Will of a 
Prince, & at the Bottom nothing elſsþat's Hiſ puts whether 
the Church or the State ſhall prefcribe the Meaſures of 
Obedience in this Kingdom. And one would-rhink ir 
might be ſufficient to ſay of it, that once in the paſt 8 
the Conſtitution both in Church and State was intirely ſub. 
verted and chang'd by a Diſpute upon that Dueſtion : And 

both were brought a [reed time into the extremeſi Danger, by 
the very ſame Argument differently manag d. But ſinoe this 
Crambe bis cocta is now agen ſerv'd wp to the Nation, I 
beg Leave to be heard à little, upan a Subject of which e- 
very Body talks ſo much. + | @ * 
The Aſſertors of this Doctrine alledge, That the Church 
of England awerrs it in the Book of Homilies ; an 
that it has ſince been the conſtaut Principle of her Clergy, 
as very many of the Fathers and Doctors among them havoe 
from time to time declar d: And that the Book of Homilier 
has been approw'd or ratified, and the Doctrine it ſelf enact- 
ed in the moſt expreſs Terms, by Parliaments. "> 
Jo this I anſwer. The Church of England was eſta- 
Bliſh'd by the States of the Ring dom in Parliament aſſembled ; 
and no Man will pretend, that her Authority can be greater 
than that which conſtituted it. I grant, that the Com- 
pilert of the Book of Homilies aſſert, That the Subjects of 
a King ofEngland, may not for any Cauſe whatſoever 
take up Arms againſt him : And I add, that the ſame 
Doctrine (mutatis mutandis) is no leſs proper to be incul- 
cated to the Subjefs of all Governments ; to thoſe of. th 
latest General of the United Provinces, as well as ta tho, 


of the King of Sweden; to thoſe 1 the ſmalleſt Canton 


witzerland, as well as to thoſe of the French King: The 
Reaſon is, that the Scriptures inſtruct the Clergy to preach 
unlimited Obedience to the higher Powers, not allows 
ing Ecclefiaſticks to determine whether this or that fo! 
Government is beft, but leaving that Determination to ths C 
of every Nation in whom the ultimate Pawer in Ci 1111 
actually lodg d. The whole Merit of the Cauſe turns t ere- 
fore upon this Queſtion, 138 the Church of England, 
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F k of Homilies, create and ay 
phorize another ſort of King than was in England at the 
ime ſhe war eſtabliſh d: Could ſhe give a King any new 
owers:; Or could ſhe diweſt of any Powers the Authority 
that conſtituted her ? If ſhe could not, and has not, then ber 
1 ſay true, That no Subject nor any Number of 


or could ſhe, by ber 


bjects of England, ought to reſiſt a King of Eng- 

nd ; for tis not for private Perſons to be their own Fudget, 
and rebell under any Pretext whatever. But why? Becauſe 
a King of England can do no Wrong, ſay our Laws ; 
And when there has been a Neceſſity to explain that Maxim, 
our Couſtitution has done it eſfectually. In few Words, as 
bong as the Church of England will acknowledge no other 
fort of King in England, than the King who (ſay our 
Laws) never dies; ſuch a King (or Queen) as was 
gt the Time of the Church's Eſtabliſhment, and bar 
(with ſome Interruptiont) continued ever ſince, and ſubſiſts at 
thu Day; the Doctrine of Non-Reſiſtance will hold good ; 
But tis the antient Doctrine of the Conſtitutjon, and no 
Invention of the Church. Som 

But the Att of Parliament made in the firft Year after 
King. Charles the 24's Reftauration, ſay ſome. 

But fe * but Queen Anne's Poſſeſſion of the 
Throne, ſay J. 

Fire an 0 in private Perſons, to offer to explain 
themſelyes more particularly on this Argument: Let the State, 
let the Conſtitution, let the Legiſlature, define and explain it 
by their Laus; tus the Duty of. every Subject to hearken to 
its Voice in thoſe Laws, and to obey them without Reſerve. 
But if the State be ſo affettionate and reſpectful to its Head, 
not to define preejſel what a King of England & let not 
pri vate Men ahſurdliy imagine, that a Church by our Legi- 


ture conſtituted, and conſequently inferior to the Power con- 
frituting, can have Autbority at any time to define him to be 
2 ſingle Perſon governing by his Will, as too many of 
ber Fathers and Doctors forinerly have unadviſedly done. 
' There # an ancient Doctor and Father of our Church, who 
Las deliver d ſounder Doctrine upon this Matter.” His Name 
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„u AYLMER, and be liv'd abwhe Time the Homilies 
were compil'd. He publiſh d a Book ſoon re Queen Eli- 
zabeth came to the Crown, intitled, An Harborowe fo 
faithful and trewe ra in anſwer to Knox's Treatiſe 
againſt the Government of Women. I will give the 
Reader a Taſte of it in ſome ſelef Paſſages ; in which tho 
he ſpeaks of the Power of our Kings to make War an 
Peace in different Terms from what we do and ought to ſpeak 
now, yet Queen Elizabeth (who was as jealous and tena- 
cious of ber Prerogative as became her) accepted his good In- 
tentions ſo graciouſly, and for the reſt had ſuch an Opinion 0 
his Abilities and Jager, that ſhe made him Biſhop 
London, And let not the Reader wonder, that in thoſe 
Days Dr. Aylmer ſhould ſpeak with ſo much Freedom 12 
Power of a King : For, at the Time the Book of Ho- 
milies was compos'd, there was not an abſolute Monarch 
in all Europe, except a Czar of Muſcovy : A Cir- 
cumſtance well worth weighing ! as affording us 10 
little Reaſon to believe, that the Doctors who compos d 
the Homilies, had the ſame Notion of a King of Eng- 
land as Dr. Aylmer had ; Whether alſo they had any 
other or better Notion of Obedience than he, the Reader will 
Judge as he finds Cauſe, 


© The ſcripture medleth with no ciuill pollicie, 
© further than to teach 'obedience. And therefor 
whatſoeuer is brought out of the ſcripture con- 
cerning any kynd of regiment, is wichout the 
booke, pulled into the game-place by the ears, to 
wraſtle whether it will or no. For Chriſt being 
defired to be Arbiter between two Brethren, ax 
not how the Plea ſtood, but Quit me conſtituit inter 
vos judicem, Who hath made me be betwixt you 4 
judge ? as though he ſhuld ſaye, myne office is not 
to determyne matters of pollicie, of ſucceſſion, and 
enheritaunce, for that belongeth to the ciuill ma- 
giſtrates. If he had thought that it had bene wich- 
in the compaſſe of his function, why and _ 
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© what conllencaggeſuſed he to ſet them, at one 
© whiche were at ſtryſe, and to put that out of 
© doubte which was in ſute? If he ought to do. it, 
© and wold not: he lacked charice, and did not his 
© dutie: if it belonged not to him, how belonged it 
7 to any of his Apoſtles, diſciples, or ſucceſſors ? Had 
9 bot he as large commiſſion as he gaue ? or could 
© he gyue that he had not? But he, N his office, 
© as the prophet Eſaie had foreſpoken of him to be, 
© to preache the Goſpel; to heale the broken. c. 
would do nothing without warraunt ; & therefore 
being axed if he were a kyng, he aunſwered ſim- 
* Ply by a playne negatiue, Regnum meum Cc. my 
© kingdom is not of this world. If his kingdom 
were not here, neither the ordring of pollicies was 
© his; for remouing from his function the whole, 
* he muſt nedes remoue the part; pollicie is a part 
© of a worldly kingdom. Yea when they woulde 
© haue taken him vp to make him a kyng, as one 
© that refuſed that belonged not to him, he conuey- 
© ed himſeife from among them. If temperal iuriſ- 
© diction belonged to him : why refuſed . he his cal- 
ling? If it did not, where had Paul, Peter, or any 
© other, any authoritie to medle with that he refu- 
* led ? Seing he ſaid Sicut miſit me viuens pater, ita 
F etiego mitto vos, He gaue them no more ſcope 
* then he had himſelſe. Wherefore it is not like 
that Paul, or any other, would vſurpe à further 
authoritie, than he had receiued of his father, or 
they of him: and therefore Paul ſheweth howe 
F farre he wil be folowed, ſaying, Imitatores mei 
* eftote ſicut ego Chriſti, Followe me, and herken to 
me in thoſe thynges that I followe and herken to 
my maiſter in: He teacheth in effect, this part of 
* pollicie whiche he hadde learned of his Lorde, Date 
Cæſari que ſunt Cæſaris, obey the magiſtrates and 
* thoſe that be in authoritie, not only for feare, but 


* for conſcience ; he ly miteth no magiſtrates, he al- 
KA * tereth 


© tereth no policie, he medleth neither wich Demo- 
© craties, Ariſtocraties, nor monarchies, nor preſeri- 
© beth whether old or young, riche or poore, lerned 
© or vnlerned, man or woman, fhald reigne. But as 
© he findeth them, ſo he leneth them ; empaireth 
© none, altereth none, diſturbech none: knowing as 
©. Chriſt fayd, Principes gentium dominabuntur eis, 
© vos autem non fic. Ir falleth not into a diſciples, 
© an apoſtles, or chutche mans office, to meddle 
"© with ſach matters: thei have their princes, guides, 
© and gouernours; the churche men be no ſuche ; For 
© Nemo militans deo implicat ſe mundanis negotiis. 
© It is inough for them to wayte vpon one office, to 
© atrende as ſoule prieſtes and not erraunt baylifes. 

© Well, a woman may not reigne in Englande, 
© Better in Englande than any where, as it ſhall wel 
© appere to him that without affection will conſider 
© the kinde of regiment. Whyle I conferre ours with 
© other as it is in it ſelfe, and not maymed by viurpa- 
© cion, I can fynde none either ſo good or ſo indif- 
© ferent. The regiment of Englande is not a mere 
Monarchie, as ſome for lacke of conſideracion 
© thinke, nor a meere Oligarchie, nor Democratie, 
© but a rule mixte of all theſe, wherein ech one of 
© theſe haue or ſhoulde haue like authoritie. The image 
© whereof, and not the image, but the thinge in dede, 
© is to be ſene in the parliament hous, wherein you 
© fhal find theſe 3 eſtats. The King or Quene, which 
© repreſenteth the Monarchie. The noble men, which 
be the Ariſtocratie. And the Burgeſſes and Knights, 
© the Democratie. If the parliament vſe their priui- 
© leges, the King can erdein nothing without them ; 
© if. he do, it is his fault in vſurping it, and cheir 
* follye in permitting it: wherefore in my iudgement, 
* thoſe that in King Henry the 8th's dais, would not 
graunt him that his proclamacions ſhuld haue the 
© force of a ftatute, were good fathers of the coun- 


F tri, and wurthy commengagion in defending their 
© liberty. | * Bug 
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But to what purpoſe is all this? To declare, that 
it is not in England ſo daungerous a matter, to haue 
a woman ruler, as men take it to be. For firſt it is 
not ſhe that ruleth, but the lawes; the executors 
whereof be her iudges, appoynted bi her, her iuſti- 
ces of peace and ſuch other officers : but ſhe may 
erre in chuſing ſuch; ſo may a Kinge; and ther- 
fore they haue theyr counſel at their elbow, which 


for ſuche offices. 2. ſhe maketh no ſtatutes or lawes, * 
but the honerable court of Parliament: ſhe breaketh 
none, but it muſt be ſhe and they together, or els 
not. 3. if ſhe ſhuld iudge in capitall crimes, what 
daunger were there in her womaniſhe nature? none 
at all; for the veredict is the 12 mennes, whiche 
paſſe vppon life and deathe, and not hers: Onlye 
this belongeth to her myniſterie,that when they haue 
founde treaſon, murdre, or felonie, ſhe vtter the 
paine limited in the lawe for that kind of treſpaſſe. 
What maye ſhe doe alone wherein is pearill? She 
may graunte pardon to an offender, that is her pre- 
rogatiue ; wherein if ſhe erre, it is a tollerable and 
pityful error to ſaue life. If on thother part, the 
regiment were ſuch, as all hanged vppon the Kinges 
or Quenes wil, and not vpon the lawes written ; 
if ſhe might decree and make lawes alone, without 
her ſenate ; if ſhe iudged offences according to her 
wiſdome, and not by limitation of ſtatures and 
lawes ; if ſhe might liſpoſe alone of war and peace; 
if, to be ſhorr, ſhe wer a mere monark, and nor 
a mixte ruler ; you might peradventure make me 
to feare the matter the more, and the les to defend 
the cauſe. Bur the ſtate being as it is, or ought to 
be (if men wer wurth theyr eares,) I can ſee no 
cauſe of feare. 

There is no man ether of wyt ſo dull, of vnder- 
© ſtanding ſo ſlender, or of malice fo obſtinate, but 
* wyl — muſt confeſle, that God by nature haue fo 
2 — | | * ordaingd 
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growe to confuſion, while euerye man, as he were 


© ordained all thinges, that mankinde ſhoulde not 


onely rule and have the dominion ouer other crea- 
tures, which be not of nature ſo excellent as he is, 
but alſo one man ouer another ; that ſome ruling 
and ſome obeing, con:orde and tranquilite mighe 
continue : For if al ſhould rule, there ſhuld be none 
to obey ; or if all ſhould obey, there ſhould be none 
to rule. Wherefore, God hath ſo diſpoſed his crea- 
tures in this world, that ſuche as he wyl deck and 
beautifie with his ſingular giftes, ſhould by rulyng 
other, that lacke them, be means to ayde and help 
them. For God fo careth for the preſeruacion of 


© this godly and comly frame of his, the world ; 


that he will not leaue it without means of order, 
whereby it may continew. And though it be his 
peculiar propertie to haue dominion and rule, as 
the onely kyng and monarke ; yet becauſe our dul- 
nes can not conceaue his brightnes, nor our infir- 
mitie his maieſtie (as the people of Iſrael ſayde to 
Moiſes, let not the Lorde ſpeak to vs but thou) 
therfore he communicateth not only his power, rule, 
honour, and maieſtie to men, but alſo his own 
name, callyng them Gods; that by their manhod 
they myght conferre with men, as men; and by 
their name and office, repreſent a dyuine maieſtie, as 
God. Ego dixi dii eſtis, ſayeth he, I ſaye you be 
Goddes. Agayne, Deus ſtetit in ſinagoga deorum, 


© God ſtode emong the aſſemble of Gods; that is 


magiſtrates. Thus it pleaſed God to adourne nis 
anoynted with ſo noble a name; that we whiche 
be of nature rebellious ſhuld behold in them not 


only fleſh: and bloud, which they haue common 


with vs, but alſo a dyuine and godly maieſtie, which 
they have geuen them of God. So that we ſhald 
rather fixe our eyes upon their office, whiche is 
Gods; than vpon their perſon: which is mans. If 


© this order were not in nature, al tnynges woulde 
c 


© of 


6 : b 1 p | — 
f greater power, ſo coulde and woulde oppreſſe 

0 bl as were of leſſe, (as Theodoret ſays) the 
great hihes eate vp the ſmall, and the weaker 
beaſtes be the ſtrongers prey. Therefore, it is not 
„ laide withoute great cauſe of the apoſtle, that the 
„ Magiſtrate is for our good. For he defendeth 
t Qure bodies from the murderers, our goodes from 
the rauenoure, and oure lands from the Oppreſſor. 
Seeing then that God by nature, hath thus placed 


0 x | 
„ Magiſtrates in deede to be watchmen to kepe our 


« Cities, to preſerue our lands from the enemy abrode 
and conſpirator and oppreſſor at home: we ſhul 

be too much ingrace, if we ſhulde not loue hym or 
© her, that careth for vs, and too obſtinat if we ſhould 
X — obey them that rule not for their own pleaſure, 
but for our commoditie. Hereto we be exhorted by 
many places of ſcripture, whereunto if we herken 
© nat, we prouoke Gods vengaunce to guſh out againft 
rs 3 out of | whoſe: moſte holye mouth they come. 
Let euerye ſoule (ſaithe Paul) obey the higher 
Power, as ordeined of God; for who reſiſteck the 
power, reſiſteth Gods ordinaunce. In whiche 
©. woords is conteined both a precept and a pain: A 
© 'precepte, in that he commandeth all to obey, ex- 
_ © cepringe none, neither prieſt nor monke, ſaithe 
Chriſoſtom, which muſte as well obey, as the layitie 
A pain, in that he vttereth them to be Gods tebels 
and aduerſaries, which do reſiſte the power ordeined 
of God. For who violateth the ordinaunce, viola- 

tet che ordeiner, whiche was God. Nen 


Theſe were the Gerriments f Biſtop Aylmet, which 7 
Hall leave warm upon the Reader s Mind, with this ſhort 
Remark, © That either the Churth muſt never baue been 


begun to be reformd by a Luther ; or the Judgement of 


! one _— ſpeaks plain Sence and 1 
is preferable to the Fudgemest of Millions. that affirm 
2 things abſurd aud irrational, Fn N 1 
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Brake the. fit Thleration. there of | the 
PR O'T BST A N TSy to their r Expalſun, 


N hiſtorically ; That thoſs Cletgy 100 
8 have well, the Ruine of the ancient, 


1 ee of Keen in that Kidg-! 
om. 
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1 2. proper kae aten I ta from debe 
French Hiſtorian give ſome, very, Plain, 
Marks and Tokens, by which Men may lee. 
on what Foot che Conſſitution of Govern- 
nt 1 France Mood 1 in the Time of Charles IX and 


* 
8 wv 
1339 


III, When the mo violent of the Clergy. and 
the 9 the Laity began thoſe Practices which 
ch in ics Deſtruction. 


10 offet any lan (real or notional) of the Forks 
of that Government, would be perfedly 8 
cant; for 1e may haye excellent C 
and Rights yet not exert. them: I _ 
chooſe * peo b y certain Fact, in what er 
the French Nao of, Geyernment was at that 
Time actual exercis d, or 1 in ſome Points 
of. high 'Tti ftance ; and will leave the to. 
draw his on Concluſions from thoſe Examples. 
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M. de Mezeray, attributing juſtly to the ere of 
Catherine de Medicis, Mother of Charles IX, the Civil 
Wars, the Deſolation of the". Provinces, the Depra- 
vation of Manners, the Abolition of Laws, and the 
many other Calamities which troubled the whole 
Courfe of his Reign, proceeds in the following 
Words, Of which Calamities 'twas not in 1 — 
© nion one of the leaſt, the infuſing into him a Diſtruſt 
© of his Subjects, to oblige him to change the Form 
of Living us d by his Predeceſſors: For whereas be- 
© fore him our Kings convers d among their People, as 
© among their Children, he was taught to fear them as 
© his Enemies; and that was the Cauſe of eftabliſbing 
© the Regiment of Guards. [Vojer ſa grande Hiſtoire 
Fol. de la premiere Edition. Tom. II. P. 1171. ] 
Henry LUI, Brother and immediate Succeſſor of 
les IX, multiplied pecuniary Edicts on his Peo- 
P e: Which Subſidies not being wanted or employ'd 
or the publick Service, but ſquander'd away amon 
his Minions, the Parliament of Paris frequently diſ- 
puted the urifhing and publiſhing of thoſe Edicts, 
(which was abſolutely requiſite to give them the Force 
ef Laws.) ' Of this there are many Inſtances in Me- 
zeray; I will ſelect Two. nF. $1 
in the Month of Fuly 158 1, the King fitting iq 
Perſon on his Bench of Juſtice in Parliament, caus d 
Nine Edicts for Taxes to be paſs d: Auguſtine de Thew. 
© his Advocat argued for their paſſing; but the Body 
© of the Parliament oppos d it wich a reſpectful Bold- 
© neſs. The Day before, the Chambers having aſſem- 
© bled, .teſolv'd 'unanimoufly that thoſe Edicts could 
not be paſs d; which was the Reaſon of the King's 
© appearing there inPerſqn. Notwithſtanding his Pre- 
©-ſence n the Chancellor Birogue who col - 
© lefted the dices, that they had no 


er to give 
than what they had before reſolv d on: Yet the King 
© commanded to proceed to tlie Publication of * 2 


(Sy 
© dicts. 1 muſt here (ſays the Hiſtorian) fender iniz 
© mortal Praiſe and publick Thanks to the generous 
© Integrity of the firſt Preſident Chriſtopher de Thou, be- 
8 cans in this World Honour is the only Recompence 
© of thoſe who ſerye well their native Country: Nei- 
© ther Fear nor Fayour ever hinder'd that virtuous Ma- 
© giſtrate from ſpeaking as he ought on ſuch Occaſi- 
© ons: The Words he then ſaid were theſe, According to 
© the Law of the King, which is abſolute Power, theſe E- 
dict. men poſt; but according to the Law of the Kingdom; 
© which is Reaſon atid Equity, they neithet may nor ought: 
© And tho' this had no ERA, yet he was not deterr'd; 
© but afterwards made very plain Remonſtrances on 
© all Occafions. [Ib. Tom. III. P. 239.] 3 
© One Day the King being inforin'd that the Parlia- 
© ment ſctupled to paſs a certain Edict for raiſing Mo- 
© ney on the People, itnagin'd he might eaſily carry 
© his Point if he gain'd the firſt Preſident, Chriſfopher 
de Thou, the worthy Head of fo virtuous a _ 
He endeavour d it therefore by all the Methods pol- 
© fible ; but none ſucceeding, he went privately to his 
10 Houſe one Morning before Day, thinking he ſhoul 
work upon him when they were alone together. 
After his Majeſty had complain'd of the Parliament's 
1 oppoſing his Will, and expreſs d the particular Efteeiti 
he had for the Preſident, he deſir d him not to tetard 
any longer the Verification of that Edict, Per- e 
he knew very well that twas his Opinion which hat 
© animated the reſt to oppoſe it, and that without him 
© they would not have offer d to open their Mouths, 
The Preſident N with all the Addreſs an 
Reſpect with which a Subject ought to betiaye hith- 
| © ſelf towards his Soveraign, beſought his Majeſty t 
© be pleas d to name to him the Perſon, who contra - 
y to his Oath had reveal d the Secrets of the Aﬀein- 
* bly, that he might be proſecuted for it: Theii ad- 
4 ded; that the Parliament had ſuch Reafons againſt 
* reeciving that Edict, Jha had his Majefly _ 
a 2 then 


(4) 
* them himſelf, he would certainly have deſiſted from 
© prefling them to paſs what was no leſs againſt his 
: Verte than againſt their Conſciences; and there- 
upon he enumerated to him all thoſe Reaſons in a 
© few Words, but with great Clearneſs and Strength. 
The King heard him OY and by Degrees 
© became ſenſible of the Juſtneſs and Prudence of 
© thoſe Remonſtrances ; ſo that after having taken, 


© two or three Turns in the Chamber, without © 


© making any Reply, he let himſelf be overcome b 
© Reaſon, and bidding the Preſident continue to do his 
v 5 aſſur'd him he had pleas'd and oblig'd him 
5 ealing with him ſo honeſtly. [Ib. Tom. III. P. 
657. 


ceſſarily; yet I cannot prevail with my ſelf to ſuppreſs 
the following Paſſage, tho' it relate more to the Per- 
ſon of this worthy Preſident, than directly to my Sub- 
ject. 
In 1582 died Cbriſtopher de Thon. He was equal- 


© ly zealous, but with perfect Diſcretion, for the publick 


Good and for the Royal Authority; two things which 
© he always boldly maintain'd, againſt the evil Coun- 
' © ſel of Flatterers, and the factious Attempts of the 
League. Tis believ'd his Death was caus d by a 
© deep Concern of Mind to ſee France brought to 
© the Brink of Ruine. For having taken Occaſion 
© to remonſtrate to the King, that his multiplying 
© burthenſom Edits would at length help to produce 
dangerous Commotions, the King treated him with 
© Scorn, and turning to his Flatterers who ſtood about 
| © him ſaid, the good Man is grown a Dotard. Words 
© which ſtruck him to the Heart, not with Reſent- 
ment of the perſonal Injury done him, but with 
mortal Anguiſh for the miſerable Condition he ſaw 
© France in. This Wound was not to be cur'd. but by 
© Death; and made him breath out his Soul-in pro- 
* phetick Lamentations of the Calamities which ſo 
* 1imminently 


I am very tender of heaping up Quotations unne- 
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© imminently threaten'd the King and Kingdom. He 
© left all good Patriots in extreme Affliction for his 
Loſs, and in eternal Remembrance of the Obliga- 
© tions France had to him; among the Chief of which, 
© in my Judgment, was that of giving her Tacques 
© Auguſte de Thou, (ar Thuanus, the great Hiſtorian.) 
[1h. Tom. III. P. 282.] ago 
. Leſt any Man ſhould in Simplicity imagine, that 
perhaps the Parliament of Paris were influenc'd by a 
Spirit of Faction to carry themſelves with peculiar 
Stubbornneſs and Perverſeneſs towards Henry III, I 
muſt not omit to add one Paſſage more, to ſhew what 
was the Behaviour and Sentiments in thoſe Times of 
the States of his Kingdom. n 
In 1577 the King demanded of a general Aſſembly 
of the States, their Conſent to his alienating, Par "X 
his Royal Domaine. The Clergy and Nobleſſe (ſays 
© Mezergy). were willing to agree to it ; induc'd there- 
_ © to by the Practices of ſome Flatterers (as ſuch are 
© never wanting (adds he) even in the moſt ſanctifi- 
© ed Aſſemblies) who ſought to increaſe their own 
© Fortunes at the Expence of the Publick. But Bodin, 
© the Preſident of the third State (or Commons,) ge- 
nerouſly oppos d it. The Archbiſhop of Ambrun ar- 
© gued, that the Clergy and Nobleſſe having reſolv'd 
© upon it, thoſe two States ought to carry it againſt 
© the other one: But Bodin ſhew'd from the Example 
© of the States of Spain and England, that one of them 
© ſingly could hinder the Relolutions of the other 
from paſſing into Laws; and made it our ſo plainly, 
© that in the End ALL acquieſc'd in his Reaſons. 
The whole Story is in P. 144, &c. of Mezeray's 3d 


Volume, and is well worth the Peruſal of the Curi- 


Qus: Buta Taſte of the Spirit with which Men ſpoke 

then in thoſe Aſſemblies in France, may probabl not 

be unacceptable to an Engliſh Reader. The Depu- 

© ties of the third State Kasper (among other 
a 


© things) that common Ulage and the fundamental 
We: © By - 21 ove pag 
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- Law of the Kingdom abſolutely forbid any ſuch 
Alienation. That the King's Demeſnes were lik 
« 2 Marria e-Joynture ſettled upon a Wife, which 
could * ſold or made away with by the Hus- 
band: That they were the Goods of the Kingdom; 
g _ _ Lk acred than ow, of the - meh; 
That the King wen eſteit que ſimple fager (had the 
7 Ve but not the Propriety of thew:) 0 that if the 
* third State remonſtrated the Conſequences of ſuch 
Alteration with more than ordinary Earneſtneſs, 


9 twas becauſe if any thing was taken from the Roy- 


f al Demeſnes, it myſt be m 
E the Coſt of the People. 


7 HE firſt Edict of Toleration granted to the 
Proteſtants, created all that Rage in the Ro- 


ade pp another way at 


man-Catholick Clergy and Zealots which put them 


ppon thoſe Practices that ruin'd this Conſtitution of 
Government, which by a few Outlines I have ſhewn 
to have heen yery florid and robuſt; Tis neceflary 
therefore to relate ſummarily how the Proteſtants 
came by that Edit. 
Thoſe of the reform'd Religion in France 5 1 
call by the common Appellation of Proreſtants ; 
qd from their firſt Appearance, and during ch 
Courſe of almoſt Forty Years, been treated with all 
the Rigours of Faggot and Haltar, till Francs II came 
io the Crown in 1559. e 
He being in his Minority, and of an infirm Con- 
Aicution of Body, his Mother Catherine de Medici 
reſoly'd to place herfelf at the Top of the Goyern- 
ment. .. The antient Laws and Uſage. of the King- 


dom, intuled the Princes of the Blopd to the chicf 


Adminiſtration of Affairs while the King wanted re- 
ſuiſite Age and Ability to take it wholly upon him- 
elf: By had the Queen-Mother permitted things to 
ave gone in the right Way, ſhe ſaw ſhe mult in 

| hays fenoune d all Power ; for the Prince 
: Wow 


would have conſider'd her no otherwiſe than in her 
own proper Station, becauſe they would not have 
been at all oblig d to her for the Pare in the Govern- 
ment which the Conſtitution of it gave them. She 
therefore excluded them from their Rights, and fill'd 
their Room with the Duke of Guiſs and his Brocher 
the Cardinal de Lorrain 5 who were oblig'd for the 
Power ſhe conferr'd upon them, to maintain het in 
that ſhe reſerv'd to herſelf. | 011 
What made this the more practicable, was, that 
the Duke and Cardinal being rigid Carholicks, had 
thereby gain d the Affection of the Clergy and Po- 
pulace ; whereas of the chief Princes of the Blood, 
the eldeſt (the King of Navarre) was fu 
favour the new Opinions, and the ſecond (the 
Prince of Conde) was avow'dly a Proteſtant, and was 
by his Wife allied to the famous Admiral Cheftilor, 
The King having been cafily induc'd by his Mo- 
ther, and by his Conſort (who was of Storlend, 
Niece of the Gui/es, and Mother of our King James 
to declare to the Parliament that he had committed 
to the Duke the Direction of all Affairs relating to 
War, to the Cardinal the Adminiſtration of the Fi- 
nances, and to the Queen-Mother the general Super- 
incendance of the State; theſe Managets immediate 
ly fill'd all Offices with their Creatures, to ſtrengthen 
mſelves in the Power they had uſurp d. 
The King of Navarre, who came to Court to claim 
the Part in the Government which by the Right of 
Nature andCuſtom of the Kingdom belong d to him, 
was intimidated by the new Miniſtry, oblig d to 
return — to Bearn. The Prot applying to 
the Prince of Conde, he wrote to the Queen er 
in their Favour ; which only produce d new and more 
rigorous Edicts againſt them. The: Admiral Chafilion 
being inform'd he ſhould be depriv'd of his Govern- 
ment of Picardy, choſe rather to wait on the Queen» 
Mother and reſign it; but deſir d her to give it to the 
4 B 4 Prines 


($)) 
Prince of Conde, utging that his Highneſs had no Go- 
ernment), of any Province, that his Eſtate. (which 
was but - ſmall); lay in, that of Picardy, and that his 
-Predeceſſors. (and laſt of all his Brother the King of 
Navarre) had faithfully. bonn that Commiſſion : The 
2 himſelf. made Suit fot it in Perſon likewiſe; 
put 'twas flatly refus d him; which he reſented the 
more deeply, becauſe (ſays Aereray) he had no leſs 

paſſionately ſought it than he juſtly expected it. 

might here mention likewiſe, divers Proceedings 
of the Guiſes which drew upon them the Hatred of 
abundance of Catholicks. But twill be ſufficient to 
abſerye, that the Malecontents of all ſorts jayn'd in 
the following Murmurings (among others) againſt 
them: That being conſcious the fundamental Laws 
+ of the State, particularly the Salick Law, and all 
* true. Patriots, would allow them no Part in the Ad- 
* miniſtratign, they had hinder'd the calling of the 
States, which was uſual after the Deaths: of Kings 
t who left their Succeſſors under Age for governing, 
had aſſum d to. themſelves the Authority and 
d' it wich the Queen · Mother; a thing which 


E 
*; ſhar 

the manly, free Nation of France had never: before 
-, Juffer'd.: That their being Uncles to the Queen 
reigning was aps tq the Queſtion, for they 
here not of the Royal Blood: That they were un- 
* capable of acting as the King's Guardians, | Firſt, 
- Becauſp they were Forreigners; Secondly,i Becauſe 
„the Laws, exclude from the Office of Guardians 
; thole who-inttude themſelves into it, as being ſuſ- 
7 pected Pęrſons; Next, Becauſe, they had Preten- 
+ 4008. againſt che Pupil-King, affirming! that Proence 
L and. Aim belong d to them 4 and having employ'd 
;. Tome. Ferſons skill d in Eiſtory to derive their He- 
© . ſtom Charlmignu ; with. what Intention, un- 
less to pal) che Capetiaut from the Throne at a 


= 


25 fair Qppattunity/? And further, Becauſe, one of 
£. them being a Clergyman and a Cardinal, was ex. 
69031] ; *”" > empted 


LES 


t empted from anſwering before any ſecular Judges 
if he committed any Frauds in the Management. f 
t the Finances, They concluded therefore, that the 
States ought to be aſſembled to call them to Acequnt 
© for. their Actions; that the Princes of the Blood 
* ought to be reſtor d to their Rank; and that the 
King ought to govern till more adyanc'd in, Years 
© by. the. Advice of a Council of the beſt qualified of 
© his Subjects. | Mex. Tore. II. p. 756): + 41 
The Prince of Conde being a Man of great Spirit, 
reſented as became him the Injury done to him and 
the Publick by this Uſurpation of the Queen; Mother 
and the Guiſes ; and was the more provok'd, becauſe he 
found they made his Principles of Religion a Pretext 
for their own Ambition and his Oppreſſion: For tis 
more than probable they durſt not have attempted 
ſuch an Innovation in the State, had his Brother and 
he been prafeſs'd and zealous Catholicks, The, ſame 
Reflection animated all the Reform d; They conf 
der'd, that he was no leſs a Prince of the Blood, n 
themſelves the leſs Frenchmen, becauſe they wer 
Proteſtants; that 'twas a plain Queſtion of civil Righe 
and that if the Catholicks offer d him Aſſiſtance to 
aſſert that Right, (as did the great Conſtable de Mane. 
morency particularly, who by his ſiggle, Intereſt could 
form a ſtrong Party,) they had much more Reaſon to 
enter into the cloſeſt Meaſures wich him; becauſe 
they might juſtly promiſe themſelves, ſome Shelter 
if not an intire Deliverance from their ,crugl Enemies; 
by his Advancement. And indeed they muſt not 
have been Men, if after having paſs d through the 
Fire of Perſecution, till the Increaſe of thęir Num 

hag render/d. them proportionably as impatient of en 
during it as able to caſt it off, they had not. entertaĩg 
Thoughts of aſſerting, on the firſt fit Occaſion, the 
—4 Rights of Conſcience, by the Means whis| 
Nature and Providence had put into, their Hands, 
In ſhoxt, che Prince determin d to attempt by. Forge, 
$4051 | waar 
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what his Brother the King of Nuvarre dutſt not 


undertake; namely, to fieze the Gui/er, and bring 
them to a Trial before the States of the Kingdom. 
To execute this Enterptize, tas concerred by the 
e's Agents, that 500 Gentlemen and 1000 Foot, 
to be commanded by Thirty Captains, ſhould from 
the ſeveral Provinces draw towards the Court, which 
Was at Amboiſe in March 1560. But this being time- 
ly diſcover'd to the Queen-Mother and the Gai/es, 
ch Meaſures were taken, that the greateſt Part of 
6ſe who came to the Rendezvous, periſh'd by the 
Sword or by the Hands of the Executioner. The 
Ptince himſelf was prevented, by the early Diſcovery 
of the Deſign, from appearing publickly in it ; and 
cho the Court tax'd him with it, the Proofs they 
eould 2 were ſo inſufficient, that he defended 
himſelf with great Boldneſs, and deterr'd the Mini- 
ity from proceeding to Extremities againſt him. 
But he took his Time to leave the Court, and to 
Beo the King of Navarre in Bearn. 

The Guiſes after this, bent all their Thoughts to 
purſue Two Points which they had at heart, viz. to 
Exterminate the Proteſtants, and wholly depreſs the 
Princes of the Blood. The Queen-Mother joyn'd 
with them in the laſt, becanſe - ſhe could not pre- 
ſerve her own Power without keeping thoſe Princes 
down ; bur did not agree with them in the other, 
beeatſe the Extirpation of the Proteſtants would 
have left her wholly at their Diſcretion, when ſhe 
ſhould have no Party to keep them in ſome Reſpect 
and Awe of her. In the mean time the Proteſtants 
Fase more and more numerous throughout the 

ingdom, and were render d deſperate by Perſecu- 
fon; there were Tumults in ſome Places; and in 
Mort twas vain to expect that Thouſands of Families 
would paſſively remain in perpetual Dread of bein 
diſcover'd and dragg d to the Stake: There — 
therefore but Two things to be done, either to at- 


» 
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tempt with 2 high Hand to extinguiſh them Rot and 
Branch, (to which End the Cardinal de Lorruin 
pos d to eſtabliſn the Inquiſition, but thaeProjuRt was 
diſapprov'd by the Queen-Mother as more likely to 
make Matters worſe than better, and was 311 
eluded by the Chancellor de ! Hoſpital when the Car. 
-dinal had engag'd the Privy Council and ſome Parlia- 
ments to be for it;) or elſe to make them eaſy by grant. 
ing them a Toleration. This laſt was publichiy pro- 
pos d in an Aſſembly of the States at Forraiebleay in 
Auguſt 1 560, by the brave Admiral Chaſti/lon ; whorifing 
from his Seat preſented to the King Two Petitions 
on the Part of che Proteſtants, ſtiling rhetnſebves 
fairbful Chriſtians difpers d in divers Parts of Francs, de- 
Lark Liberty to aſſemble, and to have Churches 
for the Exerciſe of their Religion. The Biſhop of 
Valence and the Archbiſhop of Vienne ſpoke in favour 
of them, and argued for a Reformation ef the 
Church by a general or national Council : The Car- 
dinal de Lorrain argued againſt them, and am 
other things, ſaid, with great Vehemence, that he i 
not think a general or national Council neeeſſury; 
for all the Councils in the World could do no tore 
than order the Decrees of former Councils to be 6. 
ſervd. The Reſult of the Debates was, That the 
States general of the Kingdom ſhould be held ac 
* Meaux in December following; and that in the weah 
© time there ſhould be no Proceeding in Juſtive a- 
F gainſt the Proteſtants, except againſt Juch who 
F ſhould riſe in Arm. 231972 
The King of Navarre and the Prince of Cone, ate 
invited to this new 2 The King himſe 
writes to them to come, and giving them his Wort 
for their Security, - tells them all have free In- 
reſs and Egreſs at Court, that Remonſtrances 
all be heard peaceably, that their Perſons ſhall not 
be touch d, in a Word, that they ſhall have the Rank 
they can wiſh for in the Management of They 
28 | They 


* 
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They come to the Court at Orlrans, and the Prince 
of Conde is immediately ſiez d by the King's Order. 


*4_ 


At the ſame time the Guiſes being inform'd © That 


— 
- 
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*, the particular States held in each Province, inſtead 
t of being intimidated by them, prepar'd to comp- 
* troll them ; that the Proteſtants, among whom 
(days Mezeray) were at that Time many of the moſt 
learned and able Heads in the Kingdom, had pro- 
© cur'd' themſelves to be choſen in divers Places to 
c be deputed to the States general; and imaginin 

that all the Hope and Courage of thoſe People reſted 
an the Prince of Conde; reſolv'd to take off his Head; 
reckpning they ſhould afterwards have no Obſtacle 
to their Grandeur, but that the States being ſtunn d 
at ſuch a Mark of their Power, would not dare to 
appole: their Will. So the Prince was put upon 
His Tryal for the Buſineſs of Amboi/e before related, 
and condemn'd to be beheaded ; but the Execution 
waz deferr'd till the Meeting of the States, when it 
was to be perform'd on a Scaffold erected before the 
Hall they were to meet in, to terrify the Proteſtants 
by ſo eminent an Example. Iis remarkable what 
 Mexeray ſays, (p. 793. To. II.) that the Guiſes were 
.embglden'd to venture at this great Stroke, becauſe 
they bad the ſpecious Pretext of the Cauſe of the Catholick 


Religion, to Juſtiſ their Proceedings, | He adds, that in 


(Conſequence of it, they intended (according to a 


ſecret Agreement with Philip II of Spain) firſt to clear 


Hanes of the Proteſtants, and then to joyn their 
Forces with thoſe of the Houſe of Atria to extir- 
pate them out of Germany. In ſhort they were ſo 


full ofitheir Projects, (one of which was to aſſaſſinate 


the King of Navarre, and another to ſieze and im- 
priſon the Conſtable de Montmorency,),aflum'd fo much 
to themſelyes, and had. got ſuch an Aſcendant over the 
King; that the Queen-Mother found herſelf lighted 
foretaw ſhe was like to be ſent 86 Traly, and 


repented too late the Confidence ſhe had put in thę 
*iT_ X Guiſes ; 


(17) 
Guiſes : Whoſe Conduct was ſo extraordinary; that 
tis worth while to examine it a little. 5. 63 Dn 
Their Reſolution to take off the Prince of Conde's 
Head was very daring ; for (according to Mezeray, 
Tom. II. P. 79 3.) the Reffections made upon it among 
the Publick were theſe: * That tho' a Prince of the 
© Blood be no leſs ſubjeR to the Laws and the ſove- 
© raign Power than the meaneſt of the People, and 
© his / :tempts may be check'd and hinder'd by com- 
© mitting him to Priſon ; yet he ought not to be cons 
© demn'd to Death but by the Voice of the States aſ- 
© ſembled: Becauſe 'twas they alone who had the ſo- 
* veraign Authority over all che Heirs of the Crown ; 
© And as the King's Power did not extend to depriye 
© thoſe of the Royal Family of their Succeſſion to the 
© Throne, ſo he could not deprive the Publick of their 
© Hopes of any of thoſe Succeflorts, unleſs the 
f were rejected by the ſame Authority which calls 
© them to the Succeſſion. For otherwiſe, Jealou- 
© ſies, Calumnies, and Revenge, things not unuſual 
© in the Courts of Princes, might quickly, under the 
Mask of Juſtice, deſtroy the Brood and Nurſery 
© from which the State was to have its Kings: And 
© then, from the want of lawful Succeſſors to the 
© Crown, Anarchy would enſue, and the State fink 
into its firſt Chaos, from which it could not eaſily 
© be recover'd without changing irs Form. * 0. 
No leſs bold was their Deſign to ſieze and keep 
confin d in cloſe Impriſonment the Conſtable de Mont 
moreney: For tho' the Conftable was of the Party of 
the Princes of the Blood, yet twas purely out of 
Regard to their civil Right to their proper Station 
in the Government; but for the reſt, all France kne 
him to be a zealous and inflexible Catholick — -- 
' More audacious ſtill was their Reſolution to ge 
the King of Navarre aſſaſſinated, and that even by 
-the Hand of wrap gn II, (ſuch an Aſcendant had 
they gain d over that weak Prince) * 
ut 


. 
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- Tait whatiinaited them to ſuch enormous Attempts, 
und to extend their ambitious Views even to the 
Ctown of France, was, Firſt, their ſecret Combina- 
tions: with-the Pope, and with the King of Spais 5 
und next; the Affection, which on Aceount of their 
ch; the Clergy and their 
ad for them, (and which 


Death of Faw 11 in Drcowber 


they had given the Queen - Mother, ſufficiently warn'd 
ber to rectify. hers: To be ſhort; ſhe reſoly d (upon 
the Gui/es making their Submiſſion, and teconeiling 
tlietnſelves to her while King Francs lay à dying) 
neither to depreſs them, nor let the Princes of the 
Blood get: the Aſcendant, during the Minority of 
the next Succeſſor; ; but to keep both Parties in even 
Balance, and make her Advantage of either as ſhe 
ſhould find Occaſion. At the ſame Time ſhe deter- 
min'd to get the ſupreme Power into her own Hands; 
imagining (rightly enough) that the mutual Jea- 
between the two Factions would diſpoſe them 
to yield to her what neither would reſign to the o- 
ther. In the firſt Place then, - ſhe procur'd by Sur- 
ous and Compulſion from the King of Navarre, 4 
Writing, in which he made over to her all his Pre- 
tentions to the Government, and promis d that if 
the States conferr d it on him, he would: imtmediate- 
iy put it into her Hands: She likewiſe: oblig d him to 
be reconeil'd to the Gaiſes, which he was the eaſier 
induc'd to, becauſe they had prevail'd with King 
Francis on his Sick-Bed | (whes.paſt Hopes of Rec- 
very) to ſend for him, and aflure him that the Im- 

priſonment of the Prince of Condt was of his own 

FUL meer 
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meer Motion, sgainſt the Advice of | his Und 
who had never put him upon any thing againſt th. 
Family of Bourbon. The Conſtable was likewiſe te- 
concild to the Queen-Mother , and approv'd the 
Agreement made between her and the King of . 
varre. This being done, the Aſſembly of the States 
which met ſoon after the Death of ie King, were 
by the joint Management of the reconcil'd Parties 
induced to approve the Project of — tho 
Queen - Mother Regent during the Minority of Charlss 
IX, and that the King of Nawarre ſhould. have the 
principal Management next to her. But becauſe it 
was mov'd in the 2 that the immenſe Grants 
of Hen II ſhould be reſum'd; the Duke of Se, 
the Conſtable, and che Marſhal de St. Andre, wh 
would be principally affected by that Reſumption, 
ſollicited the Queen-Mother to prorogue the States t 
the Month of May 1561; Wnich was done; and alfo 
a Proclamation was publiſh'd, ordering that all Per- 
ſons who were impriſon'd for Religion ſhould be di 
chargd, and none be further moleſted on that Ao- 


count. Things being thus ſettled, the Prince of 
Cande was by an Arreſt of the King and Council de« 


clar d innocent of what he had been try'd and con- 
demn'd for, and that Arreſt was verified by the Par- 
liament : A Reconciliation in ſolemn Form, and in 
the King's Preſence, was likewife made between ths 
Pringe and the Duke of Gui/e. . 

_ Wishin a litele Time aſter the Qu 
declar'd Regent, the Admiral Cha/ilon gain d ſuch 
Credit with her, that ſhe was almoſt intirely guided 
by his Advice, and openly. favour'd the — 
Religion. The Conſtable takes Offence at it, and 
joins with che Duke of Guiſe and the Marſhal de S:. 
Auch in an Union for the Preſervation of the Ca- 
plick Religion; and this came aſterwards to be 
call d che Triumvirate. To keep alk quiet, twas 2 
graced that a Conference between choſen = 
12 1 ; : O 
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N Religions ſhould be held at Peiſf: And the 
ing deſiring of the Queen-Mother, that in tlie In- 
terim till that Conference ſhould be open d, an Edict 
ſhould be puBliſh'd. ; forbidding any Innovation in 
Religion; His Mhjeſty went to the Parliament in 
Taba x56r, accomphgied by his Princes and great 
rds, and ask' d the Opiniofi of that Body, in what 
Mantier the Proteſtains ſnould be treated till the ſaid 
Conference. The Majority carried it for an Edict, 
by which ? the Miniſters were forbidden to preach; 
r to adminiſter the Sacraments in any other Forni 
than that teceiv'd by the Roman Church: The 
©. Gognizance of the Crime of Hereſy was teferr'd 
< to the Clergy, for which Crime they might de- 
© liver, Convicts over to the ſecular Arm; but the 
© higheſt Puniſhment'ſtiould be Baniſhment out of the 
Tie Aſſembly of the States, which was prorogu'd 
to the Month of May, met in Auguft 1561. The 
Chancellor made a Speech, in which he mov d, That 
the Edict of Faly ſhould be tevok d, and the Prote- 


ſtants tolèrated: The Deputy who ſpoke for the No- 


bleſſe, and he who ſpoke: for the third State (or 
Commons) declar'd alſe in favour of the Prote- 
ſtants. During the ſuting of this Aſſembly, the Con- 
ference was held at Pol ;/ but dame to nothing. 
Htwever, the Pop and the King of Spain weile . 
larm'd at it ; the firſt, becauſe the holding it -withs 
out his Conſent was 4 Diminution of his 'Anthori- 
ty; the other, becnuſe the Increaſe of the Prov 
teſtants would effectually hinder? him frotfi eafry4 
ing on his Deſign of | univerfal>Monarchy': „And 
this Conference 6acaſion'd a ſtricter Union -betweert 
the Family of the Guiſes and Spun; intoi welt 
the French Clergy: and Zealots atterwards enter q moſt 
Miu not caring what became: & France. *='The 
Aſſembly of the States continued their Sefhoh f= 


ter this Conference at Pot was ended; ànd the 
168 Guiſes 
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Guiſes finding, by the Diſpoſitions and Inſtructions 
of the Deputies, that an Edict would paſs for to- 
lerating the Proteſtants, they contriv'd to draw off 
the King of Navarre from their Party. To com- 
paſs this End they wrote to Philip Il, to amuſe 
him by ſome fair Promiſe of giving him an Equi- 
valent for the Kingdom of Navarre, which his Ca- 


tholick Majeſly kept from him. Accordingly King 


Philip offers him Sardinia in Exchange for Navarre ; 
upon which ke quits the Proteſtants, declares he 
will adhere inviolably to the Catholick Religion, 
and joins with the Triumvirs. Finally, The Car- 
dinal de Lorræin, the Duke of Guiſe, the Conſta- 
ble, the Marſhal de St. Andre, and the Duke 4e 
Nemours, leave the Aſſembly: But the Queen-Mo- 
ther continuing firm to her Engagements with the 
Admiral, the famous Edict call'd the Edict of Ja- 
w#uary 1562 , for tollerating the Proteſtants, was 
paſs'd, and that of the preceeding July aboliſh'd. 


[THUS the French Proteſtants became poſſeſs'd 
of a legal Declaration and Allowance of their 
Right to Liberty of Conſcience: And I take 
Leave to anticipate the Story I am entring into 
by ſaying here, That tis with the greateſt EI 
teem for the French Refugees that I have al- 
ways reflected on the good Senſe and Valour with 
which their Anceſtors ſo frequently aſſerted and 
ſo long maintain'd by Arms the Freedom they had 
once gain d. They were not fo ſtupid and mean- 
ſpirited to be cajoll'd out of it by the brutiſh 
Notion of abſolute Non-reſiftance, or to be ſcar'd 
out of it by treacherous Maſlacres or open Wars. 
They were the moſt faithful and obedient Sub- 
jects, and the moſt firm and active Defenders of 
the Royal Rights, during the Periods of Time in 
which the Royal Faith was kept with them; but 
never were wanting to Lo juſt Defence of their 


own 
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Own Rights, when the Royal Authority was a- 
bus d and miſemploy d to attack them. And to 
the Honour of their remaining Poſterity be it ob- 
ſerv'd, that theſe were not at laſt depriv'd of their 
religious Liberty and forc'd to abandon their na- 
tive Country, Fil by a long Train of fraudulent 
Edits in the Courſe of many Years, that Liber- 
ty was hamper'd, and the Strength of their Par- 
ty, diminiſh'd by flow Degrees, (for their Enemies, 
conſcious of their Virtue, would not aſſault them 
directly and avow'dly, but had Recourſe to indi- 
rect Methods and oblique Arts); Till the Roman- 
Catholick Clergy and Zealots, (who out of Ha- 
tred to the Proteſtants had once run into all the 
Exceſſes of popular Sedition, and actually com- 
paſs d the Murther of two Kings, that they might 
exalt the Church above the State,) had (by a Re- 
verſe of Counſels) knaviſhly complimented their 
Monarch with an intire Sacrifice of all the civil 
Liberties of the Nation, to incite and gratify his 
Thirſt of Dominion, and their own furious Paſ- 
ſion to get rid of their diſſenting Brethren at a- 
ny Rate; And till by Violation of Treaties, Force 
of Arms, and Corruption of thoſe Potentates who 
ought to have ſet timely Bounds to his Uſurpati- 
ons, that Monarch found himſelf at length pow- 
erful enough, firſt to inſult his Neighbours impu- 
nibly (witneſs Luxembourg and Strasbourg) and then 
to take off the Mask, and diſcloſe his long-con- 
ceal'd Deſign againſt his Proteſtant Subjects, by a- 
boliſhing at once the Edict of Nantes which he 
had ſo often promis'd to maintain. It muſt be 
confeſs d, I ſay, that they fell with ſome Dignity, as 
not being deceiv'd and ruin'd but at the Expence 
of the Faith and Honour of a King and of the Li- 
berties of a mighty Nation ; nor by a lefs Power 
than that which found it ſelf able to attempt to cire 
cumvent and ſubdue the beſt Part of the Were. 4 
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THE Conſtable and the Guiſes reſus d to ſign the 
Edict of Fanuary, © proteſting that they would main- 
© tain that of Fuly. But this was little; the Duke 
of Guiſe knew too well the Deſires and the Strength 
of his Party to ſtick there; and had the Auda- 
ciouſneſs to reſolve of his own Head, and in the 
Quality of a Subject, to violate in a barbarous 
Manner the Toleration granted the Proteſtants by 
this Edict, and to involve the whole Kingdom in 
Blood. 

The Toleration had not been publiſh'd three 
Months, when the Duke being inform'd that a nu- 
merous Congregation of Proteſtants us'd to aſſem- 
ble at Vaſſi, a Place in the Neighbourhood of his 
Dutchy of Fcinville, order'd his Troop of Gens- 
d'Armes to go and wait for him there ; and he 
himſelf, with his Brother the Cardinal, and a 
Train of not leſs than 200 Men, went thither. 
The Proteſtants were at their publick Devorions in 
a Barn: The Duke's People go and abuſe them, 
a Fray enſues, the Duke runs thither himſelf with 
his armed Men, falls upon the poor unarm'd Pro- 
teſtants, murthers about Threeſcore, and wounds 
200 of them. This done, the Duke ſends for the 
Magiſtrate of the Place, and chides him for ſuf- 
fering that Meeting of Huguenots ; the Magiſtrate 
anſwering in Excuſe that the King's Edict allow'd 
of their Meetings, the Duke clapp'd his Hand to 
his Sword and ſaid, This is keen enough to cut 
© off the great Seal which the Chancellor has atfix'd 
© to that Edict. [Sec Bayle's Di#. in the Art. of Guile. ] 

The Ifſue of this Maſſacre was juſt what he 
promis'd himſelf from it. The Proteſtants judging 
this the Signal for a general Maſlacre, make Prepara- 
tions for War; as do likewiſe the Catholicks. The 
Queen- Mother being inform'd that the Duke of Guiſe 
was haſtening to Court, and that the Triumvirs de- 

C 2 ſign' d 
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ſign'd to ſieze the King's Perſon that they might 
govern all at their Will, remov'd with him from 
Paris, She knew how much the Prieſts had by their 
warm Sermons made the Duke of Guiſe idoliz'd at 

Paris, and therefore ſent to him to come directly 
to Court, and not to go thither ; but he return'd 
Anſwer that the Good of the State call'd him thi- 
ther firſt; and accordingly he made his Entry 
with a great Company by the Gate of St. Denys 
as the Kings us'd to do, was receiv'd by the Pre- 
vo des Marchaws, and welcom'd by the People 
with mighty Acclamations. The City took in 1500 
Men of his appointing for their Defence ; and 
the Duke having private Intelligence that the Queen- 
Motber had ſent for the Prince of Conde to Fon- 
taineble:u, to take the King into his Charge, the 
Duke himſelf haſtens thither with ſome choſen 
Friends, prevents him, ſeizes the King, and car- 
ries him to Paris, The Queen-Mother writes to 
the Prince of Conde, © recommends moſt earneſtly 
* ro him the Preſervation of the Kingdom , in- 
© treats him to take Pity of the innocent Tears of 
© his King, who was detain'd - Priſoner by his own 
Subjects, and to make a generous Effort to de- 
* liver him.' a 

The Prince ſiezes Orleans, A civil War breaks 
out. The Strength and Courage of the Proteſtant 
Party appear'd on this Trial to be very conſide- 
rable, by che Numbers of Troops diſputing in al- 
moſt all the Provinces, and by the Sieges or De- 
fences of moſt of the chief Towns in the King- 
dom. The military Actions were bold and bloody: 
Nor were the Cruelties and Barbarities on both 
Sides few :; But in the firſt Heats of civil Wars, 
and eſpecially thoſe rais'd by Religion, tis no ſtrange 
thing. for Chriſtians to forget they are Men. The 
King of Navarre and the Marſhal de St. Andre 
were kill'd in this firſt War; the Conſtable 2 
D * taken 


| (f24-)) 
taken Priſoner by the Proteſtants, and the Prince 
of Conde by the Catholicks, in the Battle of Dru; 
and in Concluſion, the Duke of Guiſe. being baſely 
aſſaſſinated by Poltrot before Orleans.a Peace ſoon after 
follow'd, and the firſt Edict of Paciſication (con- 


firming in Subſtance the Edict of Fanuary) was paſs d 
at Amboiſe in March 1563. 


The Declarations and Manifcſtoes 'publiſh'd by 
the Prince of Conde on the Part of the Proteſtants 
during this firſt civil War, are written with no leſs. 
Dignity than Freedom, and with wonderful Strength 
and Clearneſs both of Argument and Style; ex- 
poſing the Ambition and Inſolence of the Guiſes, 
and the Pride Diſingenuity and Inhumanity of the 
Catholick Zealots ; and aſſerting the Juſtice and Rea- 
ſonableneſs of the Caule, andthe Inoffenſiveneſs of the 
Manners, of the Proteſtants: Of which lait I leave the 
Reader to judge by che following Extract, from the 
Prince's firſt Declaration dared the 8th of April 
1562 ; [Voyez le Sommaire Recueil des Choſes memorables 
que le Prince de Conde a, p*oteſtees, Oc in 12% 1564, 
| pag. 86 & 87, ] | \ 
© The Aim of the Counſzls and Enterprizes of 
the Gaiſes and their Faction, is apparently no 
other, than to diſpoſe of the whole Kingdom 
ar their Pleaſure : From which will "inevitably 
enſue the Subverſion of the State, the Oppreſſion 
of the People, and Diviſions among the Nobility, 
with ſuch Animoſity, that for a long time after 
ſome will be continually endeavouring to take Re- 
venge upon others. But the Factious ſoreſceing, 
that in time every Body will come to look upon them 
as the Authors of the publick Calamity, they ſeek 
to cover themſelves, by giving out that their In- 
tention is only to prelerve the Roman-Catholick 
Religion: And when they are ask'd who the 
Perſons are that put that Religion in Danger, 
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and what Cauſe of Complaint they have againſt 
them, they can anſwer nothing to the purpoſe. 
For (God be thank d) there is not a Man in the King- 
dom, who goes about to moleſt the Roman-Cutholicł 
Clergy in their Functions or Peſſeſſions. The Proteſtants 
content themſelves with living in Obedience under ibe 
Protection of the King, according to the Edidt of 
January. | | 
For the reſt, the Merits of the Diſpute on both 
Sides, may be fairly reduc'd to theſe Two funda- 
mental Poſitions, upon which the reſpective Parties 
built all their other Arguments. | 

The 'Catholicks maint. in d, that cvery Perſen in France 
was oblig d to profeſs the Religion of hu Forefathers, 
without thinking [peaking or acting differently in any wiſe 
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from the eſtabliſſi d Dottrines and Worſhip of the antient 


national Church: And that if any one preſum d to en- 
tertain and profeſs any n:w Opinions, be ought to be 
treated with all the Rigours which the Roman-Cathu- 
lick Church has decreed again Hereticks or Scbiſma- 
ticks; from which no bum.m Law, or Edift, on hat- 
2 Conſideration granted, could or ought to exempt 
them. 

The Proteſtants aſſerted, That in a Matter of ſo great 
Importance as the Salvation of ones Soul, a Man ma 
conſult and follow the reveal d Will of God and the 
Ditates of bis own Mind and Conſcience ; and if be 
it perſwaded his Anceſtors have been miſtaken or miſled, 
he is not oblig d to imitate their Example, but ought 
to be guided by bis own Underſtunding and Fudgment, 
after be has inform'd and ſettled both the be#t be can. 
And as for the Edict of January, they had obtain d it 
from the ſupreme Autherity of the Kingdom ; and ſo 
ftood poſſeſs d of a Toleration of their Religion, by as 


found a Title in its Kind and Degree as the Cathelick 


Church had for its Eſtabliſhment ; which Poſſeſſion they 
held it their indiſpenſible Duty to defend and maintain 
| q 
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by the Means which God and Nature had put into their 
Hands. 


The Death of the King of Nawarre and of the 
Duke of Gui/e in the firſt civil War, leaving the 
Prince of Conde without a Competitor to the chief 
Management of Affairs under the Regency of the 
Queen-Mother, gave a new Turn to her Thoughts. 
She was a Woman of a ſubtle, looſe, and cruel Mind; 
and as ſhe deſir d above all things to keep uppermoſt 
in the State, ſhe reſolv'd to laffer none to acquire 
Power enough to check or comptroll her. The 
Prince was of a plain but large Mind, and of a re- 
ſolute Temper; had a deep Senſe of the Honour 
of the French Nation and of his own hi 
Quality, and was very deſirous the State ſhould 
be govern'd with Majeſty and Steadyneſs. This 
may be gathered from what M. de Mzzeray ſays of 
him; but ſhines very eminently in his own admi- 
rable Manifeftoes. The Queen-Mother deſpairing 
therefore of ever reconciling his Intereſts with hers, 
reſolv'd to traverſe his Deſigns : I muſt likewiſe ob- 
ſerve, that other things contributed to give her Jea- 
louſy of the Proteſtants in general: The Admiral, 
by whoſe Counſels ſhe had been in no little Mea- 
ſure induc'd to promote the firſt Edict for tolera- 
ting them, had given her a terrifying Notion of the 
Strength of his Party, when he afterwards told her 
that they would have Occaſion for Two thouſand 
one hundred and fifty Churches: And upon mature 
Reflection ſhe judg d, from the perſonal Caracter 
of the Admiral as well as that of the Prince of 
Conde, that the Sentiments of their whole Party 
about civil Government, were oppoſite to all that 
Royal Magnificence Riot and Expence which ſhe 
was always induſtrious to keep up, and to that 
Corruption and Diforder in the civil Adminiſtra- 
tion which flow'd from the Debauchery and Ne- 
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ceſſities of the Court. She reſolv'd therefore for 
the future to harraſs and diſtreſs the Proteſtants 
continually. | 

To theſe Cauſes and Motives which-ſway'd| the 
Queen- Mother, are principally - to be attributed 
thoſe other civil Wars of which I am now to give 
ſome general Account. But having laid ſome Streſs 
upon the Admiral Chaſtillon s perſonal Caracter, I 
think it proper not to advance a Step/till I have 
fairly ſatisfied the Reader in that Particular, M. 
de Mezeray, (Tem. II. P. 838.) ſpeaks of him in 
the following Manner. © The Admiral being of 
© a free and ingenuous Mind, was ever ſtudious 
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of the publick Good, and appear d very deſt- 
rous to re-eſtabliſh the ancient French Liberty 
by bringing it about that the Monarchy ſhould 
be govern'd by the Counſels of divers of the 
beſt qualified Subjects, and that the Authority 
of the Monarch ſhould be reſtrain'd within cer- 
tain Bounds, by ſtrong Laws, and - Barriers fo 
high that Favourites and Flutterers might not 
for the future carry it above them, to the Ruine 
of the State and of the People: For, he ſaid, 
that ſo it had been carried in the Reigns of 
Henry and Francs II; and that the Examples of 
their Times gave Ground to apprehend ſtill 


* worſe in the future. He was even willing it 
*© ſhould be believ'd, that this Reaſon had princi- 
cc pally induc'd him to eſpouſe ſo heartily the Pro- 
© reſtant Party, as that which had the greater Love 
5 for Liberty. | 


Soon after the Edict of Pacification of Amboiſe, 
the OQueen- Mother caus'd the King to be declar'd 
Major; by which Means ſhe retain'd the Power of 
the Government under his Name, and depriv'd;the 
Prince of Cende of all Pretentions to it. Lhe Sons 

of the late Duke of Guiſe were by the Manage- 
. ment 


1 4 
ment of the Cardinal de Lorrain and the Duke 4 Au- 


male their Uncles, made Heads of the Catholick 
Party; © becauſe (ſays 71 1 gy) they well knew 


that the Grandeur of their Family depended up- 
© on the, maintaining of that Cauſe : The Hiſto- 
rian adds, (Tom. II. b. 924.) © That the Guiſes 
enter d into clole Engagements with the King of 
Spain to ruine the Proteſtants; and to magnify, 
their own Power, they made great Boaſts of His 
to the People by their truſty Friends, and by 
ſome, of the Clergy and Preachers, who bein 
tranſported with indiſcreet Zeal, cry'd up inceſ- 
ſantly the Piety of the Spaniards, and were per- 
petually reſounding the Name of Philip, as if he 
had been ſome tutelar Deity of France, or ſome. 
Power ſuperior to that of the King, and as if 
he had Authority to interpret his Edicts, and de- 
termine all Differences about Religion. In 1564 
- the Queen- Mother went a Progreſs with the King 
through the Provinces : At Avignn ſhe had a Con- 
ference with the Pope's Agents, in which ſhe de- 
ſir d them to repreſent to his Holyneſs | Mer. Tom. 
II. P. 926.] That ſhe deſign'd to reduce or ruing 
* by little and little (as finding it dangerous to at- 
* tempt it immediately and by Violence) the Princa 
© and Admiral, and to deprive the Huguenots of 
all Means of defending themſelves one after a- 
* nother. And at Bayone in 1565 ſhe had that 
famous Conference with the Duke of Alva Pleni- 
porentiry of King Pbilip, in which tis generally; 
believ'd che Miſchiefs which afterwards fell upon 
the Proteſtants of France and of the Low-Countries 
were hatch:d. At leaſt the Proteſtants thought it 
behov'd them to be well upon their Guard, when 
on the Duke of Alva's marching from Haly to the 
Netherlands, Charles IX hird into his Service Six 
thouſand Swiſs , and made other Preparations of 
War, as if he was going to execute what had been 
| concert- 
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concerted at Bayone which they were the more 
diſpos'd to believe, becauſe the Edict of Amboiſe 
had in divers Particulars been either eluded or very 
ill perform'd on the Part of the Catholicks: In 
ſhore, they ſaw plainly that Edits were not a 
ſufficient Security to them, ſeeing the Catholicks 
had not only juſtify'd but in a manner idoliz d 
the Duke of Guiſe for violating that of Fanuary; 
and that their chief Dependance muft be upon their 
own Vigilance and Force. Accordingly, the Six 
thouſand Swiſs actually arriving in France in 1567, 
the Prince of Conde reſolving not to be ſurpriz d 
or prevented by the Catholicks, takes the Field, and 
demands (among other things) That the Kin 
© ſhould diſmiſs the forreign Troops which he had 
© ſent for into the Kingdom: That the Edict of 
© Fanuary ſhould be fairly executed : That the King 
© would open his Ears to the Cries and Com- 
© plaints of his poor People, who were oppteſs d 
* with Tax upon Tax without any Neceſſity of 
War: That he would remove from about his Per- 
© ſon Forreigners who were roo much authoriz'd 
© in the Kingdom, eſpecially the Italians, the ſubile 
© Contrivers of a Thouſand new Monopolies. And 
4 final! „the Prince and his Adherents beſought 
the King to redreſs all Diſorders, by cauſing a 
free Aſſembly of the States General to be held, 
© according to the ancient Laws and Uſages. Theſe 
Demands (ſays Mezeray, Tom. II. P. 963.) incens d 
the Queen- Mother extremely : © To ſpeak of leſſen- 
ing the Taxes, was to deſire to reſtrain her 
* Profuſions, and to reduce one of her laviſh Hu- 
© mour to inſupportable Poverty: She took to her- 
© ſelf the Reproaches caſt on the Italians: But no- 
* thing offended her ſo much as the Demand of 
the calling an Aſſembly of the States, who ſhe 
could not doubt would have debarr'd her from 


* medling any further in the Government. T you 
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( 27) 
be of no Inſtruction to the Reader to be told the 
Particulars of the Actions in this Second civil War, 
in which the Conſtable de Montmorency was kill'd : 1 
think it ſufficient to ſay, that it was ended by the 
Edict of Pacification of Chartres, in March 1568, 
which intirely confirm'd the famous Edict of Ja- 
nuary, without any Modification or Reſtriction. 


This Peace was but ſhort-livd: The Roman- 
Catholick Priefts almoſt forgot that there were any 
Vices to preach againſt; their Sermons were per- 
. againſt the Proteſtants, and were ſo vio- 
ent, that they tended rather to the cutting their 


Throats than to the converting of them. Divers 


Preachers (ſays Mezeray, To. II. P. 995.) who had 


more Learning than Knowledge of the World, 
or who were inffuenc'd by the Spaniards, diſ- 
play d their Eloquence and Zeal among the Po- 
ulace, continually inciting them by vehement 

mons ; and ſometimes they had the Teme- 
rity to fly out even againft che Miniſters of State 
© who had granted the Pacification to the Enemies 
© of God and the King; faying that it there was 


* 
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© a Neceflity to make the Peace, twas Impiet 


© to keep it. &c. The Popolnce heated by theſe 
© Sermons, often ran from divine Worſhip to Maſla- 


© cre: And in the Six Months of Peace, 'tis faid 


* as many of the Proteſtants were murther'd, -as in 
the preceeding Six Months of War. | 


A Third civil War is begun in 1568, by the 


Counſels of the Queen-Mother ; in which the 


Prince of Conde being kill'd, Henry of Nawarre (after- 
wards King Henry TV of France) is 'made Chief of 
the Proteſtants; and the Prince ef Conde, Heir of 
the-deceas'd, is made his Aſſiſtant. In this War 


likewife the Duke of Guiſe (Son of him who was 
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aſſaſſinated by Poltrot) diftinguiſh'd himſelf in the 
Defence of Poitiers beſieg d by the Admiral. 
Ater Two Years hard Struggle, in which both 
Parties exerted themſelves and ſuffer d extremely, 
a Third Edict of Pacification was made in Au- 
guſt 1570, more to the Advantage of the Prote- 
ſtants than the former. W 3 Hee 
But before this Peace was concluded, the Queen- 
Mother, the Cardinal de Lorrain, and others, had 
engag'd the King into a Conſpiracy to extirpate 
the Proteſtants, by a Way more. ſure and eaſy than 
that of the Sword. Preſently after the Edict had 
aſsd, a Match was made between the King's 
Piller Margaret and, Henry of Navarre ; who with 
the Prince of Conde, the Admiral Chaſtillon, and 
the other chief Perſons among the Proteſtants, 
came to Pars to celebrate the Marriage. The ut- 
moſt Artifice and Diſſimulation, with all imagi- 
nable Aſſurances and Promiſes of Security, were 
uſed to draw them thither ; but (to paſs quickly 
over a Story ſo well known,) the King cauſes the 
Admiral and Thouſands of other Proteſtants that 
could be found in the Court and City to be maſ- 
ſacred; committing the Conduct of that Butchery 
to the Duke of Gui/e : And by his Majeſty's Or- 
ders, like Maſſacres are committed in the other 
chief Towns and Provinces of the Kingdom. The 
King of ' Navarre and the Prince of Conde, were 
51 to turn Catholicks, and were detain d at 
ourt. ir RE hooks | 


: This Maſſacte'is follow'd by a new War : © Which 
© the Proteſtants began our of Nęceſſity (ſays, Me- 


'* Zeray, To. II. P. 1719), without any Princes for 


'© their Chiefs, without Money, wichout any great 
Captains, in ſhort, without appatent Means ; but 
only with Obſtinacy of Courage, and probably the 


F fecrer. Alſiftance of "(ome *Catholick Lords, Net con- 
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© trary to the Opinion of all the World, even 
* contrary to their own Opinion who undertook 
it, it reſtor'd the Affairs of the Proteſtants in 
© One Year to a better Condition than they had 
© ever beenin. This War was ended by a Fourth 


Edict of Pacification in 1573 ; and the next Year 
Charles IX died. | 


Henry III, Succeſſor of Charles IX, deſerting the 
Throne of Poland, and coming into France in 1574, 
ſoon reſolv'd, by the Inſtigation of the Queen- 
Mother principally, to diſpenſe with the laſt Edict 
of Pacification, and to begin a fifth civil War; 
and this brought upon the Stage a new Party 
call'd the Politiques, of which 'tis neceſſary to give 
ſome Account. 

Towards the End of the Reign of Charles IX, 
divers Perſons of Quality and Eſtates, as well Ca- 
tholicks as Proteſtants, reflecting wich Horrour and 
Compaſſion on the Blocdſhed , Devaſtation and 
Diſorder, in which the implacable Heat and Vi- 
olence of the Roman-Catholick Clergy and Zea- 
lots on the one Hand, and the deſperate Firm- 
neſs of the Proteſtants on the other, had involv'd 
the Kingdom ; began to think of the Expedient of 
Moderation between both, for the general Good 
of the whole. Accordingly theſe agreed among 
themſelves, © That letting the eſtabliſh'd Catholick 
© Church ſtand in the Condicion it then was, with- 
out offering to reform it, and letting the Pro- 
teſtants enjoy the Toleration they had acquir'd 
by the Edict of January and thoſe of Pacifica- 
tion, they would, without entring into any De- 
© bates or Queſtions about Religion, inſiſt intire- 
*-ly upon the Reformation of the Government, 
* and the Expulſion of Forreigners, who had ru- 
© in'd Fraxce; meaning the Guiſes and the Italians. 
The Duke 4 Alencon, the King's Brother, had (with 

the 
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the King of Nawarre and the Prince of Conde) en- 
ter d into an Engagement with this Party while 
Charles IX was drawing near his End; though it 
came to nothing. But ſome Months after Henry 
III had caus'd the War to be renew'd againſt the 
Proteſtants, that Duke being lighted and ill-us'd 
at Court, and upon his Reſentment of that Uſage 
being put under Confinement, found Means to 
make his Eſcape in Diſguife, and retiring to Dreux 
publiſh'd a Manifeſto, containing the Sentiments 
of the Politiques, in the following Terms, “ Thar 
at the moſt earneſt Deſire of many Princes, 
Lords, Gentlemen, and Communities, he had e- 
« ſcap'd out of Captivity, and had retir'd to Dreux 
« with his good Fiiends all true Frenchmen: Not 
* to oppugn in any manner the Authority of the 
c King, or diſturb the Peace of the Kingdom, 
* which he would maintain at the Expence of his 
% own Blood; but to take ſuch Meaſures, that 
* the Laws might be re- eſtabliſh'd in their former 
„ Vigour, and the Kingdom in its ancient Splen- 
« dor; that thoſe who beſieg'd the King's Perſon, 
* and had for ſo many Years made uſe of the ſo- 
* yeraign Power to erect their own Grandeur up- 
on Practices that were execrable to all Men of 
* Honour, might be reduc'd to the Rank where 
© according to their Quality they ought to be, and 
© be made to give an Account of their Extorti- 
« ons and Maſſacres; that the People miglit be 
< reliev'd from ſo many Impoſitions which op- 
© preſs d them; the Clergy and Nobility main- 
e taind in their Privileges, and the ancient Reli- 
gion in its Integrity, yet wich the Toleration 
% of Liberty of Conſcience permitted by the E- 
«& dicts: Which he would undertake to fee done, 
*© not by Force of Arms, Factions and Leagues, 
e but by a lawful Aſſembly of the States in ſome 
* Place where they might be free and ſafe, and 


© where 
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* where they might not be corrupted by the In- 
© trigues of Favourites, or aw'd by too abſolute 
cc Power, but where the Laws of the State and 
ce the Voices of the Deputies might have their free 
© Courſe and Effect. ¶ Arx eray, Tom. III. P. 78.] 
In a little Time a great Number of Gentlemen 
from all Parts of the Kingdom repair'd to the 
Duke I Alencon : The Prince of Conde, who a lit- 
tle before the Death of Charles IX had efcap'd to 
Stratbou g (where he caſt off his feign'd Converfi- 
on to Popery, and profeſs'd himſelf a Proteſtant 
agen,) having procur'd of Caſimir Son of the E- 
lector Palatine a Supply of ſome German Troops, 
enter'd France and join'd him likewiſe ; as did the 
Forces of the Proteſtants, and laſtly the King of 
Navarre, who having the good Fortune to illude 
the Vigilance of the Guard which Henry III had 
caus'd to be ſet over him, came to them in Bour- 
bonnojzs ; where all together made a formidable Ar- 
my. But the Queen-Mother finding Means by her 
Artifices to diſunite the Counſels of the Chiefs of 
that Army, inſtead of agreeing upon any military 
Operation, they ſent Propoſitions to the King. 
The Duke 4 Alencon had not declar'd for the Poli- 
tiques and joyn'd the Proteſtants upon any Princi- 
ple ; he ſought only to increaſe his Appennage, 
and to be usd with more Diſtinction and Honour 
at Court than he had been: The King of Navarre 
was too far gone in an Amour with a Lady who 
was a' Creature of the Queen-Mother's, to retard 
the Peace upon fo ill a Compliment to her Ma- 
jeſty as inſiſting on the reforming of the Govern- 
ment : He even negle&ed to renounce his forc'd 
Converſion to Popery till a Year after, when be- 
ing advertis'd of it by his Friends, he return'd in- 
to the Proteſtant Church. The Prince of Conde 
was more diſintereſted ; but found ic adviſeable to 
acquieſce. And upon the whole Matter, a —_ 
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tremities: The laſt Duke of Guiſe had maſſacred 
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dict of Pacification was made in May 1576, more 
22 to the Proteſtants than the former 
Our. N 


By the Duke de Alencon's Manifeſto it appears, 
that the Politiques conſulted the Benefit of the Ca- 
tholick Clergy, as far as was conſiſtent with the 
general Welfare of the Nation: But the Church 
of France cannot endure that any ſhould pretend 
to ſerve them, only in common with their Fel- 
low-Chriltians, from Motives of Benevolence to 
Mankind, arifing from mild Reaſon and ſober Judg- 
ment: They muſt have their Intereſts ſerv'd blind- 
ly and excluſively of all others, and upon ſuch 
unnatural and abſurd Principles as once well-be- 
liev'd ſecure Men from relapſing into Humanity 
and common Senſe ; which they think none can 
exerciſe freely in Religion or Government, with- 
out having ſome Deſign againſt them. In ſhort, 
they exclaim'd againſt the Politiques more outragi- 
ouſly than againſt the Proteſtants: To the Hereſy 
of theſe they gave no worſe a Name than Fanari- 
ciſm ; but Atheiſm and Libertiniſm were the beſt 
they could beſtow upon the Moderation of the o- 
ther. 

Nor did they content themſelves with railing on- 
ly. The Duke J Alencon's declaring for the Poli- 


-ziques and joyning the Proteſtants, with the advan- 
tagious Peace granted to them, determin'd the 


Clergy and Zealots from that Time to enter with- 


out Keſerve into the moſt violent Meaſures, and 


to undertake the moſt extravagant Actions, that e- 
ver before were committed under the Colour of Re- 


ligion, but which indeed could not have been at- 
tempted under any other. The Church was pro- 
vided with a Champion ſuch as they could wiſh ; 


one who would purſue their Intereſts to all Ex- 


at 
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at Vaſt a Number of Proteſtants who were afſem- I 
bled to worſhip God under the Protection of the | 


— 


Laws: The preſent Duke, his Son, had the Con- 11 
duct of the Maſſacre at Pars of Thouſands of 1 
Proteſtants, who were there under the Security _— | if 
of the publick Faith and of the royal Word: Theſe 1 
enormous Proofs of the right ſort of Merit and | 
Zeal, ſatisfy d the Clergy that they could not put 
cheir Cauſe into better Hands than his. 'Tis true, 
'twas abſolutely neceſſary, for rewarding him equal 
to his Ambition, to dethrone the King and put by » 
the Royal Family from the Sueceſſion; to ſacri- 
fice the Honour Intereft and Freedom of France, 
to the King of Spain's known Deſign of univer- 
ſal Monarcy ; and to give up to the Court of Rome 
the ancient Liberties of the Gallican Church : Bur 
the Extirpation of the Proteſtants, to deliver the 
Clergy from the Toil of hard reading and Study, 
and (what was harder) leading good Lives, to keep 
their Flocks from ſtraying, was worth purchaſing 
at any Rate. The famous LEAGUE form'd for 
this End, is what I come now to give ſome Ac- 
count of, and ſhall do ir chiefly in the Words of 
M. de Mezeray, : premiſing a ſuccinct Caracter of 


the two principal Perſons who will be often men- 
tion'd in that Account. 
© The Cardinal 4. Lorrain obſerving that Charles 
© IX towards the End of his Reign grew weary 
© of his Nephews (the Guiſes,) and that he was re- 
© folyd not to ſuffer any more Parties in his King- 
© dom, advisd them to Inſinuate themſelves into 
the Affection of Henry Duke of Anjon (the King's 
Brother,) by aſſiſting him in his Amours. The 
Duke of Guiſe was the Confident of his Paſſion. 
* for the Princeſs of Conde, and manag'd it ſo well, 1 
©rhat for a long Time that Prince truſted him bl 
with all the Secrets of his Heart; but the Prin- 1 
*eſs dying A little after yu7 came to the cm . 
4; tat 
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# © that Friendſhip. diminiſh'd as the Royal Favour 
1 to the new Minions increas d. Then the King 
1 calling to; Mind the factious Counſels which the 
41 © Duke of %% had given him in the Reign of 
140 * his Brother Charles IX, and the Offer he had 
' * made him of Fifty thouſand Men, took Umbrage 
t dat bis Grangeur and Ambition; in ſuch Manner. 
| © however, that he rather ceasd to do Good to. 
(f him, than thought of doing him any Ill. But 
x © the Duke look'd upon himſelf to be under Dil- 
1 grace, if he was not the firſt in favour ; he 

is © Tbuld not ſuffer any Perſon to be before him; 
5 and his Diſcontent turn'd to Indignation, when 
4 © he compar'd himſelf wich the effeminate, Favoy- 
0 © rites- that were preferr'd to him. This fancied 
Ny Neglect of his Merit, the Fear of, ſinking yer. 


Abd © lower, che Vanity -of being the Head of a Par- 
"4 * ty, the Promiſes of the Spaniards, and the In- 
we : vac of bad Frenchmen, puſh'd, him on to 
it form a powerful Faction in the State; Not in, 
5 * a clandeſtine Manner as a crimina Conſpiracy, 
. but openly and under the Pretext of a pious and 
. © holy Confederacy, which would juſtify it ſelf, 
1:3 © and be able to condemn thoſe who would con- 
| P © demn it. His Perſon Humour and Manners con- 
1 © tributed extremely to render him popular: His. 
"Wh © Shape. and Face were beautiful and majeſtick: 
| 4 © No Prince of bis Time was more liberal, cour- 


* reous, and bene ficent; he refus'd no Perſon his 
Credit or his Purſe, and ſhew'd a generous Con- 
* tempt of Money: Let he did not throw it a- 
© way. prodi ly and. blindly upon Buffoons and 
| © Paraſites ; but beſtow'd ic upon Soldiers, Men of. 
1 © Families, and powerful Communities; in ſhort, 
[| © .upon., uſeful, Perſons who had ſome Credit or 
| © ſome Talent, either for negociating abroad, or 
| * for Teducing and putting into a Ferment the Pegs. 
ple at home. He kept a magnihgenr Rerinue, 
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© a Table large and plentiful rather than delicate; 
© a noble Stable of Horſes: All this rather for Re- 
© putation than out of Vanity; to draw the Peo- 
© ple's Eyes upon him, and accuftom them by de- 
« grees to fee him incompaſs d with the glorious 
© Marks and Attributes of Soveraignty. With theſe 
© Qualities he had too much Temerity and Pre- 
© ſumption; and relied too fondly on his good For- 
© tune and the Applauſes of the Populace : His 
© Brain was perpetually agitated wich a thouſand 
© vaſt and confusd Imaginations, and ſeem'd at 
© laſt to grow giddy with too much Proſperity. 
0 And indeed this ruin'd him; for while he fed 
© his Eyes with diſtant Objects, and lighted pre- 
© ſent, Dangers, he fell into the Precipice which 
© he might have avoided. As to his Enterprizes, 
© by colouring them over with the ſpecious Pre- 
© text of the publick Good, and of protecting 
© the Catholick Church, he gain'd the Parliaments 
© of Rouen and Toulouſe and Part of that of Paris 
© with almoſt all the Citizens. But nothing fa- 
© vour'd and promoted his Deſigns ſo much as the 
© King's Temper and Manner of Life. For the 
King had no Steadineſs of Mind, no Boldneſs 
© and Conſtancy in his Reſolutions; but on the 
© contrary was effeminately flothful and perpetu- 
© ally timorous; which making him turn ſhort in 
© the Midſt of his Enterprizes and ſhew he was 
© afraid, his Enemies were as much embolden'd by 
© ſeeing his Weakneſs, as provok'd by diſcoverin 

© his Intentions. Beſides, he ſometimes govern' 

himſelf by unworthy Maxims, acting infidiouſly 
obliquely, which a great Prince ſhould ne- 
do; for he makes bimſelf odiam and cuntempti- 


ble ta his People, unleſs be treats them as 4 Father 


' when they are ebedient, and as a Soveraign when 
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© his exceſſive Donations to a ſmall Number of Per- 
© ſons, diſabling him from rewarding others, created 
c him a thouſand Enemies for a few unſervicea- 
© ble Friends. The Proteſtants hated him becauſe 
© he made War againſt them, and the Catholicks 
©; becauſe he did not do it with all his Might. 
[1b. Tom. III. P. 114, Cc. i 


The fifth Edict of Pacification, furniſh'd the E- 
miſſaries of the League with an Occaſion to broach 
their long · concerted Project. They began to fill 
© the Minds of the People with Fears for their Re- 
© ligion : Repreſenting the great Danger it was in, 
© the Weakneſs of the Catholick Party, the Strength 
© of the Proteſtants who had the Politiques on their 
Side, with the two Princes of the Blood, and 
© the Duke dAlencon (the King's only Brother) 
© for their Protector. What will become of unhap- 
© py France, what will become of holy Church, 
ce ſaid they to the ſimple and zealows, if once that 
© Prince (though a Roman-Catholick] ſhould come 
© to the Crown with ſuch 'bad Intentions ? 
% Muſt we wait till there will be no longer a- 
© ny Remedy to be had? Shall the Children of 
«© God ſhew leſs Prudence and Zeal to ſecure them- 
e ſelves, than do the Children of Darkneſs to op- 
<< preſs them? No, no, tis time for all good Men 
ce to join together to ſtop the Progreſs of the wick- 
cc ed ; tis time to form into a perfect Union the 
c Forces of the Church, and to chuſe a faithful 
ce generous and valiant Chief to lead the People of 
ce the Lord to war, in order to beat down the 
«© Horns of Hereſy, and drive back that infernal 
© Beaſt into the Pit of Hell, whence it broke out. 
© They mingled with this, when they found it ſafe, 
© Expreſſions of Contempt of the King, and In- 
© vectives-againſt his Council: Nay they often went 
further, and levelling directly at the whole hy A 
a 6 
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al Race, affirm'd that the Crown did nat be- 
long to them, and that they had render'd them- 
©. ſelves unworthy to wear it any longer: Then, 
© when they judg'd they had work'd up Mens 
© Minds into a Diſpoſition to do what they would 
© have them, they drew out of their Pocket the 
'© Inftrument or Formulary of the League, and 
© engag'd them to ſign it. The Abſtract of it is 
© as follows, 5 n 
© In the Name of the Holy Trinity, Father Son 
*« and Holy Ghoſt, our only true God, to whom 
© be Glory and Honour. The Aſſociation of the 
* Princes, Lords, &. ought to be made for in- 
© tirely eſtabliſhing the Law of God, and cauſin 
ce him to be ſerv'd according to the Worſhip an 
& Faith of the Roman Church; for preſerving Kin 
* Henry III and his Succeſſors in the Authorie 
© and Obedience due to them; and for reſtorin 
* to the Provinces and three States of the King- 
«© dom their Rights Preeminences and Liberties, 
as they were in the Time of King Clos ——— 
If any Perſon after having taken the Oath re- 
5 linquiſhes this Aſſociation, the reſt of the Aſſo. 
<« ciates ſhall purſue him Body and Goods, in the 
„Manner they ſhall agree, as an Enemy of God, 
* a Rebel and Diſturber of the publick Peace 
* They ſhall ſwear to ruine all Opponents, with- 
* out Exception; and ſhall promiſe all Obedi- 
* ence and Submiſſion to him who ſhall be ap- 
< pointed their Chief; by whoſe Authority and 
* Order thoſe ſhall be puniſh'd who ſhall not ac- 
*©. quit themſelves of their Duty, G. After the 
ſigning this Aﬀociation, every Subſcriber took an 
Oath © to keop it, and to venttte his Life and 
« Fortune for procuring the Effect of it, on the 
«© Penalty of Excommunication and eternal Dam- 
F nation, Gr. (Ib. P. 118.] 2108 
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. . * Thoſe who were employ'd to draw Men in- 

© to this League, produc'd it firſt in PARIS; 
© that great Chaos, where the Affluence of all 

|. © ſorts of People is ſo prodigious, that hardly a- 
| © ny Cabal can be fo dereſtable, or Opinion ſo 
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© extravagant, but would find Abettors and Diſci- 
* ples. there. In a little Time a great Number of 
© credulous, hot-headed, or ſpleenetick Bigots; Bank- 
4 © rupts; Spendthriſts whom Gaming, Wine, or Wo- 
ö | men, had reduc'd to Neceſſity and a deſperate 
Fi * Mind; in the End, ſubſtantial Citizens, whom 


4 © Avarice, Ambition, or Simplicity render'd ſuſ- 
* © ceptible of an er gages privately took the 
bi * Oath and ſubſcrib'd the League. 74 P. 119.] 
11 © The League having been firſt produc d in Pars, 
# © was from thence carried into the Provinces. The 
© King was not ignorant of thoſe factious Proceed- 
© ings, but diſſembled it out of a miſtaken Policy, 
© being glad that the People ſhould deprive the Pro- 
* teſtants of the Advantages which againſt his Will 
* he had granted them ; and no Man had the Cou- 
© rage to repreſent the Conſequences to him. [Me- 
1:48 * xeray, Tom, II. p. 121.) The Queen- Mother ſe- 
17 S eretly encourag d the Conſpirators, gave them 
109 © all the Aſſiſtance ſhe poſſibly could, and enter d 
to a cloſe Correſpondence with the Guiſes ; not 
that ſhe lov'd them, or was belov'd by them, but 
out of the extreme Hatred ſhe bore to the Pro- 
* teſtants. For ſhe had learnt by a Thouſand 
© Prooſs, that her Authority would never be ſe- | 
cure, while there were any of them in the King- 

c dem: Even in the very laſt War, their Decla- 
rations and Petitions fill d with Complaints In- 
c vectives and Menaces againſt the Italians, with 
«che Intelligence given her by her Spies, con- 
** vinc'd her that they deſign'd by the Authority 
5 of the States to ruine both hers and that of the 
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© Guiſer., Joyning therefore all her Intereſt wich 
© that of the Guiſes, they ns'd their united Endea- 
© yours that the States (which were ſoon to aſſemble,) 
© might oblige the King to break the Peace he had 
© granted to, the Proteſtants. 'The Bribes which 
© the Italian Bankers arid Farmers (fearing the States 
© would make them diſgorge what they had got 
by Uſury and Rapine, as the Proteſtants and 
the People threaten d them) diſtributed under- 
© hand in the provincial Aſſemblies who choſe the 
© Deputies to the States General, were of great 
© Service to them; and by that and other Means 
© they procur'd ſuch Deputies as would be at theit 
© Devotion, and to be furniſh'd with Inſtructions 
© accordingly. Thus having ſecur'd their Point 
They caus'd the Emiſfaries of the League to calk 
c openly, that the Peace ought not to be kept with 
© the Proteſtants; that the laſt Edict had been 
© extorted from the King's Goodneſs ; and that 
it might be depended on the States which were 
about to meet, had refolv'd to revoke it, to 
aboliſh that factious Religion. The Proteſtants 
obſerving that Leagues were form'd againſt them, 
and that the Catholick Preachers threatned them 
reſolv'd not to be ſurpriz'd, but kept their Arms 
ready. And knowing that moſt of che Deputies 
of the States were inſtructed to demand the Re- 
vocation of the Edict, 8 publiſh'd 4 Manifeſtg 
containing the Cauſes of the Nullity of the 
intended Aſſembly: © In it they enumerate the 
© illegal Practices (too long to be cranſcrib'd here, 
and of too little Inſtruction co moſt Engliſh Rea- 
ders,) © us'd in the Election of the Deputies ; and 
* conclude from the whole, that there were. theſe 
c manifeſt Nullities in thoſe Elections; I. The E- 
© lectors were not fummon'd by open: Proclama- 
© tion, nor met in Places where the Proteſtants 
* could. ſafely appear, but in Pariſh-Churches 
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©& after Maſs; and where the. Proteſtants did offer 
ce to enter, they were kept out by Force. And 


cc II. The Perſons elected were ſworn Enemies of 


© the Proteſtants, familiar Friends and even Pen- 
« fioners of the Catholick Clergy, and by Con- 


e ſequence were not duely qualified, becauſe no 


*© Perſon can be a Judge of his own Cauſe. ULI. 
p. 119, Oc] 


The Reader will of Courſe imagine, that an 
Aſſembly of the States, compos' d of Deputies ſo 
choſen, [they met at Blox in November 1576] would 
annul the Edict of Pacification, They did fo : But 
what is more remarkable, they carried things ſo 
high, that the King finding them determin'd to 
pominate the Duke of Guiſe tor Head of the League, 
had. no other Way to elude it, and conſequently 
to keep the Royal Authority in his own Hands, 
than to declare (to their 2 Diſappointment) 
he himſelf would be that Head, and immediately 
to ſign the League with his own Hand ; he like- 
Wiſe caus'd all the Lords of the Court to ſign it, 
and then ſent it to Pars and into the Provinces, 
with his Letters-Patents commanding all Perſons to 
do the like. Upon which Mezeray makes this Re- 
flection, © Thus of a King, he became the Chief 
* of a Cabal; of a Soveraign, dependant ; and 
ee of a common Father, an Enemy of one Part 
* of his Subjects. | 


Thoſe who are duely ſenſible that Liberty ma 


| fometimes be obtain'd by good Fortune, but mu 


always be preſerv'd by Vigilance and Valour, will 
take Pleaſure in hearing that the Proteſtants ated 
on this Occaſion. with a Spirit worthy of their 
Cauſe, I intimated above, that when they per- 
ceiv'd by the Preaching. of the Catholick Clergy, 
aud che violent and corrupt Practices us d in the 

#4 Elections 
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Elc&ions to the States General by the Emiſlaries 
and Friends of the League, thar their Enemies 
were contriving Miſchief againſt them, they firſt of 
all cook down their Arms from the Racks and 
plac'd them ready: (And happy might their Po- 
ſterity have been, and ſafe and free at this Time 
in their native Country, had they always been 
quick to take the Alarm, and oppoſe the firſt Eſſays 
and Advances towards infringing the Edicts by 
which they held their Liberties !) Next, (as I like- 
wiſe obſerv'd above) they publiſh'd a Manifeſto, 
before the Meeting of the States, ſetting forth the 
Cauſes of Nullity of the ſaid Elections; and a- 
mong other Arguments for the maintaining the E- 
dict of Pacification, urg'd this Truth, (of which 
ſo many Nations have ſince become thoroughly 
ſenſible, viz, © The true Intereſt of a Soveraign, 
is that of his Subjects: The Increaſe, the Quiet, 
© the Riches of the People, make the Grandeur of 
© the Prince who commands them. Afterwards, 
while the Aſſembly was held, Deputies from the 
King of Navarre and from the Prince of Conde, 
as alſo from the Provinces, came to Blois, fur. 
niſh'd with Inſtructions on the Part of the Prote- 
ſtants, by Virtue of which they proceſted in form 
againſt whatever ſhould be done by the pretend- 
ed States contrary to the Tenour of the Edi& of 
Pacification, Laſtly, they would not ſtand ftill with 
folded Arms, expecting when the Catholicks would 
pleaſe to take their own Convenience to fall upon 
them, but forming an Aſſociation in Oppoſition 
to the Deſigns of the League, drew out into the 
Field; and the Prince of Conde publiſh'd a Decla- 
ration, which not only contain'd the Sentiments of 
his Party in general but in particular is ſo lively 
a Picture of his own Openneſs and Beldneſs of 
Temper, and of his vehement Affection for the 
publick Liberty, that I think ic worth while to 

* ſuſpend 
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ſuſpend the Courſe of the Story, to give it in- 
Tire. 81 27257 88 

e We Henry de Bourbon Prince of Conde, being 
© inform'd of the unjuſt and pernicious Reſolu- 
« tion of the ſuborn'd and corrupted States, by 
© which the Edict of Pacification, ſworn to b 

© ſo many Princes and publiſſid in all the Sove- 
e raign Courts*of this Kingdom, has been viold- 
© ted contrary to all Laws Divine and Human; 
« which was done at the Inſtigation of the evil 
% Councellors of the King, Bifliparors of this 
< Crown, Penſioners of Spain, and Authors of Maſ- 
« facres; who have procurd Reſolutions to be 
* taken to aboliſh the reform'd Religion, the Ex- 
ec erciſe of which was granted by the States aſ- 
« ſembled at Orleans in January 15623 have rais d 
« and fomented the Fury of the Leagues latel 

< ſer on foot in this Kingdom, to oppreſs thoſe 
ce who profeſs the ſaid reform'd Religion, invol- 
< ving in their Ruine ſo many Men yaliant, leatn- 
© ed, and rich, in order to impoſe afterwards on 
« the miſerable Necks of the French the rigorous 
© Yoak of the moſt barbarous Tyranny that ever 
« was: have likewiſe propos d to themſelves to 
« deſtroy by Wars, Poiſons and Aſſaſſinations, the 
Gp ; and moſt illuſtrious Families of the King- 
© dom, even thoſe of Bourbon and Montmorency 
[the Montmorencis were the principal of the Party 
of the Politiques, before the Duke d'Alencon made bim- 
elf the Head of it:] © have depriv'd the beſt Ca- 
© tholicks who had the trueſt Affection for the 
© Crown and Kingdom, of the Offices and Ho- 
© nour due to their Merit, to beſtow them upon 
* the moſt unworthy of their Party; inſomuch 
ec that the Men of Honour and Worth of both 
© Religions, deteſting their Injuftices , Diſorders 
* Rapines, and Diſloyalties, have been conſtrain d 


to joyn with us, and in confequence for oppo- 
; A ſing 


1 2 
“ ſing them have been 'purſu'd and involy'd in the 
© ſame Miſeries and Extremities : 5 an 
© nulling the ancient and royal Uſages of this 


“ State, they* endeavour to render the Nobleſſa 


© tributary, to exhauſt the Wealth of the Cities, to 
ce fleece the People, and to keep all the French in 
« perpetual War and Diſcord, that they may reſign 
during thoſe Diviſions : they have even induc'd 
ce the King our ſoveraign Lord to refuſe the no- 
* ble Preſent that was offer d him of the Protec- 
* tion of the Low-Comntries | after their Revolt from 
* King Philip II.] as alſo that of the Lordſhip | of 
© Genoa [ during the Contemticns between the old Nobles 
and the new in the Year 1575.] © So that there js 
© no other way to preſerve this State againſt ſuch 
“% Fury, than by employing by the Help of God 
© the Means and Strength which he has given us, 
r For theſe Reaſons ſo urgent and lawful, We 
© proteſt, with divers other Lords, &c. that being 
* call'd to the moſt juſt Defence of our miſerably 
ce proſtituted native Country, and ſeeing ſo many, 
* injur'd People reſort to us, we have by the Com- 
„ mand and under the Authority of the King of 
“ Nawarre firſt Prince of the Blood, Protector of 
* the reform'd Churches and aſſociated Catho- 
* licks, taken up Arms, to which next to God 
ve are to our t Regret oblig'd to have Re- 
* courſe, to repell the Violence and Cruelty de- 
* ſign'd to be exercis d on our Conſciences, Ho- 
*© nours, Eſtates and Lives; ſwearing upon the 
* Faith of a true Prince, to employ in ſo hol 1 


- 


* Diſpure all that is in our Power, even the laſt 


Breath of our Body ; and not to ſheath the Sword, | 


till we have reinftated the Kingdom in its an- 
** cient Splendor and Dignity, reſtor d Liberty to 
be the States, Authority ro the Edicts, and Quiet 
ce to the poor People, by aboliſhing the inſup- 


portable Tribures invented by the Italians, deli- 


F vyering 


Mel i... — — * = 
2 4. 8 1 


= - <->. 


-— a» ——ů 
- 
puke . 


2 —— 


— — 
2 . 
— — — 


—ů— 
— 7 — — — 
— 2 — o 


N — „ 
— ——ů— 
— 2 20 D 4 _ 


7 — a 2 
— = — ” — 
* — * . — = 
= = —_ — 


- —— — 


—— — — 
3 


* 22 


6 —— 
* * * 
3＋q— ? ? PP 


* _ — 4 2 


- 9 e 


DD; women = 
— 


— 


* 1 
— — — — 


= _ — 
I 


- — — 


% - 


(44) _ 

ce yering the French from the infamous Servitude 
to which they are reduc'd, as well by their own 
2 Negligence and Diſſentions, as by, the artful 
be. ractices of Forreigners, and driving out of the 

Kingdom thoſe who would cement the Foun- 
* dations of their Grandeur with the Blood of the 

true Princes and ancient Nobility, and ſubvert 
ie the fundamental Laws of the Kingdom. In 
* the mean time we declare thoſe who ſhall arm 
< againſt us Rebels to the Crown and Enemies of 
the publick Liberty: Inviting to our Aſſiſtance 
&* all Kings, States, &c. and eſpecially all true- 
* born Frenchmen, in whoſe Breaſts the generous 
« Deſire of recovering the Freedom of their An- 
<* ceſtors is not wholly extinct, and who ſtill re- 
«tain ſome Love for their native Country ſo 
ce cruelly oppreſsd. To thu Declaration was ſub- 


jeyn d this Device, DEO ET VICTRICIBUS 
ARMIS. 


After the Aſſembly of the States aſſembled at Blois, 
had in purſuance of the Counſels and Deſigns of 
the principal Managers of the League, run with 
much Heat and Violence into the firſt Reſolution 
for revoking and annulling the Edits by which 
the Proteſtants held the Toleration of their Reli- 
gion; that Aſſembly coming by Degrees to reflect 
coolly upon the Vigilance and Readineſs of the 
Prote ſtants to defend themſelves, became apprehen- 
five of the Difficulties and Expence of ſubduing and 
extirpating them by downright Force; and the De- 

ties of the Third State or Commons (notwith- 
anding they had been illegally choſen and in- 
ſtructed by the Practices of the League) conſider- 
ing that the State they repreſented would not only 
bear the Burthen of the Expence, but likewiſe be 
moſt expos d to all the Ravages and Calamities of 
the War, bethought themſelves of amending hs 
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firſt Reſolution, by a Petition which they preſented | 


to the King, wherein © they beſought him to re- 
© Unite his Subjects to the Catholick Religion by 
© Means that were holy, lawful, and without War. 
But the King had already determin'd otherwiſe, and 
having form'd Two Armies, gave the Command 
of one to his Brother the Duke I Alencon (who had 
eaſily been induc'd to abandon the Party of the 
Politiques and Proteftants, which he had only feign'd 
to embrace for his own Ends, as I have obſerv'd 
before) and the other to the Duke de Mayenne Bro- 
ther of the Duke of Guiſe, being too jealous of 
the latter to truſt him wich ſuch a Command, 
But before the military Operations actually began, 
the King thought it adviſeable to ſend an Envoy 
to the Proteſtant Princes of Germany, to acquaint 
them with the Reſolution he had taken not to ſuffer 
any Religion in his Kingdom but his own, and 
to defire them not to interpoſe in any manner 
in Behalf of his Proteſtant Subjects, he being a 
© King, to whom God had given all Power over his 
© People, and Uunderſtanding enough to govern them, 
Thoſe Princes (fays Mezeray) expreſs'd great Sur- 
prize at that Reſolution, and remonſtrated to 
© the Envoy by a great many Reaſons and Ex- 
© amples, that 'twas neither profitable or for the 
© Good of France, nor Les for the King, nor 
© even convenient, to exterminate the new Opi- 
© nions, | | 

After a War of ſome Months, the King grew 
weary of it; and in September 1577 à Peace was 
concluded on Terms little different in the main from 


thoſe granted to the Proteſtants by the former E- 
or or Pace. * 


The King had no ſooner thrown off the Cares 
which the War had given him, than he return d 
to his uſual effeminate luxurious and profuſe Man- 


ner 
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ner of living: Which in a little time was diſtur- 

d by che Death of three of his Minjons, of 

whom two were killd in a Duel, and the other 

aſſaſſinated, all 7 the intimate Friends and Favourites 
0 


of the Duke Guiſe. The King was extremely 
alarm'd at it, and ſhew'd openly that he held that 
Duke for the avow'd Enemy of his Authority and 
Perſon ; but what is worſe (as Mezeray obſerves) 
not daring to call him to account as his Subject, 
contented himſelf to diſoblige him by indire& 
ethods, as if he had been bis Equal. The Conſe- 
quence of which was, that the Duke finding the 
King treated him as a Rival, took a Pride in be- 
ing ſo, and became the more embolden'd to con- 
tend with him at laſt for Superiority. The Vo- 
luptuouſneſs and Profuſion in which the King liv'd, 
mude him multiply pecuniary Edits, which ren- 
der'd him odious to the People ; And the ſame 
Cauſes put him upon Courſes, which created in 
the Clergy an implacable Hatred for his Perſon 
as well as his Adminiſtration. 1579 he call'd 
an Aſſembly of the Clergy, and demanded a Sup- 
ply of Money from them: They met at Melun, 
and inſtead of complying with his Deſires, depu- 
ted the Biſhop of Bazar to lay their Grievances 
before his Majeſty; which the Biſhop did with 
grear Freedom, remonſtrating, That if his Maje- 
ſty deſir'd to redreſs the great Evils which af- 
© flited France, he muſt grant them two Remedies, 
© viz, the Publication of the Decrees of the Coun- 
© cil of Trent, and the Election of Biſhops [which 
by the Concordat between Francis I an X was 
taken from the Chapters and plac d in the King :] © the 
©firft, for re-eſtabliſhing the Diſcipline; of th 
© Church ; the other, for filling the Prelatures wat 
; 57 Paſtors. Nor did. he conceal from him che 
? in Adminiſtcation of . pra, the fr RON 
telling him there were in France Twenty eig 
ee rn yur be A cj 
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2 
© Biſhopricks without Biſhops, the Incomes of which 
© were enjoy d by Laymen ; and laſtly, he com- 
plain d extremely of the taking Revenues from 
© the Church 'to found Commanderies [of the new 
* Order of Knighthood of the Holy Gboeft inſtituted iy 
© this King.) and, inveſting ſecular Perſons wi 
©'the Spoils of the | ſacred Order. The Biſhop's 
whole Speech was. ſtrong, (ſays Mezeray, but ſtudi- 
ed: The King anſwer'd him off hand, upon the 
Spot, in the following Manner: That he had gi- 
* ven ſo many Proofs, even with the Hazard of 
© his Perſon and of his Life, [he bad been in to Set- 
Battles (beſides other Action of Danger) againit the 
Proteſtants, before he came to the. Crown, ] © of his In- 
© tention to reeſtabliſh the Honour and: Service of 
© God, that it could not be call'd in queſtion 
« that if the Succeſs had not yet anſwer' d his De- 
© ſigns, the Blame ought not to be all inaputed to 
him, but to a great Part of the Clergy, who 
* conſum'd in idle Expences all their Revenues, 
© one, Third of which ought by. the Ordinance of 
the holy Canons to be diſtributed to the Pœor. 
That they were not ſo ſollicicous o acquit th em- 
© ſelves of the Care of Souls com mitted to t heir 
* Charge, as to accumulate Benefic es; and tho the 


© Canons forbad them to make Stir for them, yet 


* they mov'd Heaven and Earth by their Imp or- 
© tunities: for new Preferments ; thoſe who tad 
© once got two or three Benefices, were, greed ier 
after more than thoſe who. had none at all. As 
to the Nomination to Fenefices, that the Ki ngs 


© of Spain and Portugal h ad that Right as weh as 


© he ; that he had receĩ vd it from his Fredi aceſ- 
| © ſors, who enjoy'd it with the Conſen t of the 
Pope and of the Ch urch, That El, z&igns by 
Chapters was not the right. way to gave g 


a Prelates ; but an Invention of. thoſe,» cho not be- 
* ing, known by any Merit, wguld, açt zuire Prefer - 
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© ment by baſe Methods: That the Broils, che 
© Artifices, the Simonies practis d on ſuch Occafi- 
© ons, were ſufficiently known: But that all thoſe. 
© TInconveniences ceas d, when a King with his Coun- 
© cil nominated to Benefices ; for they had a more 
<- univerſal Knowledge of all his Subjects, had leſs 
© Intereſt and Paſſion in ſuch Caſes than other 
© Perſons, and would chuſe the moſt learned and 
© honeſt Men. That as for the Commanderies, he 
© wonder'd the . Clergy ſhould oppoſe the Eſta- 
© bliſhment of an Order which he had founded on- 
© ly for the maintaining of the Catholick Religi- 
© on; that the Pope collected Annats, and that 
the King of Spain and the Duke of Savoy main- 
* taind their Orders of Knighthood by the ſame, 
Method of Commanderies. That as to the Coun- 
© cil of Trent, there were in its Decrees fifteen or, 
© ſixteen Articles which were” contrary to the 
Rights of the Kingdom, and to the Liberties of 
© the Gallican Church; That che Publication of it 
© in, France was not what was wanted for the Re- 
© formation of the Church, for there were other 
© Councils enow , and Canons and Decrees full 
© as wholſom, from which even the very Decrees 
© of the Council of Trent had been taken, by which 
2 Clergy mighe reform themſelves if they pleas d. 
T his plain-ſpeaking to ſuch a Body of Men, coſt 
the King dear; for notwithſtanding all the Pains 
be took afterwards to perſwade the Clergy of his 
Piety and Sincerity in Religion, by performing 
more publick Acts of Superſtition and penitential 
Devotion than any Prince of his Time, it all paſs d 
for nothing ; dy pronounc'd him a Hypocrite and 

a Diflembl.er, and that Caracter prov'd fatal to him. 
So much {: Ver is it (as the Example of Henry VIII 
of England ſi de ws) for a Prince of great Spirit actual- 
ly to Puniſh \ the Vices of the Clergy and * 
«lM ; ta ke 


A 


By this the Reader may 
Uament was co. maintain the Royal and Civil Au- 
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tske to reform the Romiſh Church, than for 2 


mean one to reproach them only wich ſome of their 


{ 


Faults. 


To what is ſaid in the King's Speech above re- 


lating to che Council of Trent, I think it very per- 
tinent to add one Paſfage to ſhew what Opinion 
the Parliament of Pars had of that Council. Me- 
Zeraz relates (P. 299. Tom. III.) © That ſome Biſhops, 
© being incited by the Counſels of the Guiſes, the 
King of Spain, &c. ſollicited that the Decrees of 
that Council might be receiv'd and publiſh'd in 
France; but the Parliament oppoſing it vigorouſly, 
© preſerv'd the Liberties of the Gallican Church. 
© That immortal Guard (continues the Hiſtorian) who 
* with a Hundred Eyes were ever watchful for the Ma- 
© jeſty of the State, wiſely obviated divers other At- 
© tempts, which were the more dangerous becauſe 


t they tended almoſt impercepribly to infringe thoſe 


Liberties. Twill be ſufficient to mention one. 
© In 1580 ſome Biſhops offer'd to cauſe to be read 
© in their Dioceſſes the Pope's Bull in Cæna Domi- 
© ni, which among others excommunicates the Magi- 


© ſtrates who maintuin the Furiſdiftion of Princes again#t 


| © 'that of the Clergy. Of which the Parliament be- 


* 


ing inform'd, they commanded that all Archbi- 
ſhops, Biſhops, and their Vicars, who had receiv'd 
that Bull, and had not publiſh'd it, ſhould ſend 
ic to them (the Parliament ;) and that thoſe 
who had publiſh'd it ſhould appear before them 
and anſwer for their ſo doing, and that in the 
mean time their Goods or Eſtates ſhould be ſeiz d; 
and that whoever ſhould oppoſe this Order, ſhould 
be deem'd a Rebel and guiley of High-Treaſon. 

ſee how careful the Par- 


nac. % . a 


* 


thority in France, ſuperiot to that of the Pope or 
of the Clergy: And I mention it here, for an Oc- 
caſion to oblerye, that che preſent King of Fance, by 

a e aboliſking 
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aboliſhing the 0 J of the Parliaments of his 
Kingdom (as well as by expelling the Huguenots,) 
has indeed ſerw'd the. Intereſts of his Catholic 
Ctergy, but has extremely injur'd the true Intereſts 
of the Crown and of his Royal Poſterity. | 


In 1584 died the Duke 4 Alencon; immediately AH. 
ter whoſe Death the King began to feel more ſenſi- 
bly than before, the Effects of that League of Zea- 
lots which he fad unadvifedly encourag' d, inſtead 
of exerting the Royal Authority ro quaſh it at its 
firſt Appearance. The firſt Mortification the E 
him, was on. Occaſion of a ſolemn Ambaſly of N 
Deputies from each of the United Provinces of the 
Netherlands, Who came into France to offer to put 
thoſe Provinces under his Protection. They were 
well receiv'd and entertain'd at the King's Expence ; 
but he was fo aw'd by Apprehenfions of the Spa- 
nilh Faction (which w.s only another Name fer the 
League) that prevail'd even in his Privy-Council ; 
ana fo terrified when he confider'd that he was to, 
engage in a Conteſt with Philip II, (who by pro- 
curing the Prince of Orange to be aſſaſſinated, and 
by ſetting, on foot divers Conſpiracies againſt the, 
Life of Queen Elizabeth of England, thew'd he was 
diſpos d to Ihorten all Diſputes by Methods as ine- 
vitable as abominable,) thar he made the Ambal- 
fadors Nop a Month at Senlit, before he could take 
Courage enough to permir them to come to Court. 
During that Time, the Spaniſh Ambaſſador Men- 
d%a emptoy'd Remanſtrances, Complaints, and Me- 
naces, to deter the King from admitting them to, 
an Audience; and therein he was. feconded by the 
Queen- Mother, who was ever againſt foreign Wars, 
becauſe. in them there would be no Occifion for 
her Interpafition,. and beſides, they would have di- 
verted ſome of choſe.itt Humours which fo often 
pur Francs i 4 Combuſtion but ſhe lov' d ci- 


vil 
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vil Broils between the King and the Princes, that 


ſhe might be officious in making Accomodations: 


For in thoſe two things, namely inflaming Diffe- 
rences, and afterwards 3 up Agreements, 
the laid out all her Stock of Politicks, and that ve- 
ſuccefsfully. But there were ſome honeſt French- 
en, among them the Marſhal 4 Aumont, whe by 
their bold Repreſentations encourag'd the King: 
What, are you a Subject of the King of Spain, 
(ſaid d' Aumont to him once) © that you dare not 
venture to receive Ambaſſiidors without his Leave? 
© And does it become a great Prince to be fearful 
of undertaking in the Face of the Sun, an Acti- 
© on fo glorious and royal as that of ſuccouring 
© the oppreſs'd ? Rous'd into ſome Spirit by ſuch 
Diſcourſes of his good Servants, he ſent for the 
Ambaſſadors to Paris, gave them Audience with 
great Demonſtrations of Joy and Favour, and took 
their Offers in writing to be debated by his Coun- 
cil. But at the Inſtance of Mendiza, the Duke of 
Guiſe immediately put the Partifans of the League 
into Motion throughout the Kingdom ; and their 
Preparations were ſo formidable, that the King 
finding himſelf © unarm'd and almoſt alone in the 
© Midſt of ſo powerful and welbarm'd a Faction, 
© was conſtrain'd to declare to the Depuries, with 
© Tears in his Eyes, that he could not accept their 
© Offer, nor affiſt them at that Time; aſſuring them 
© however, that aſſoon às he had appeas'd that E- 
motion among his People, he would not be un- 
* mindful of them. Thus (continues M xtr) the 
Faction of the Gaiſe, and ſpaniardiz d Frenchmen, 
| hinder'd à ſecond time the uniting of thoſe fich 
Provinces to Frantt. [ Mez: Tom: III. P. 328.] 

But the Death of the Duke 4 Alezcim produc'd yet 
much ftranger Effects than this. The King was 
generally known to be diſabled, by a certain Bi- 
temper, from getting — ; ind le the _ 


2 
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of Navarre became apparently immediate Succeſſor 


to the Crown. Hereupon the Gui/es prepar d to 


execute their Deſign :: In the - firſt Place they fer 
their Emiſſaries at work to put the Catholicks in 
mortal Fears for the Church; and this was done 
* openly by the Preachers in their Sermons, and 
* ſecretly by 

were thoroughly poſleſs'd wich thoſe Fears, the 
next thing was to inſinuate a Remedy; and this 
was done by decrying the King's Adminiſtrati- 
* on, and then affirming that he ought to be de- 
* graded from his Royalty. [I. P. 3 32, 336.] And 
laſtly, the Gries judg'd it convenient to cover fot 
a Time their own ambitious: Intentions , by ſet? 
ting up the old Cardinal de Beurbun, ( younger Bro- 
ther f the deceas'd Father of the King of Navarre) 
tor the right Succeſſor of. Hinry III. The Queen- 
Mother .(tor there's no leaving her out, -when one 


is to ſpeak of any, great; Miſchief 'a brewing,) 


form'd a Deſign at the ſame Time to procure the 
Succeſſion of the Crown for the, Children of her 
Daughter by the Duke of Lorrain; ſhe therefore 
joyn'd | heartily, with the, Duke of Guiſe in that of 
putting the State into Diſorder and Confuſion , 
which was neceſſary to be done to prepare the 
Way for her Project. The. Duke was as great a 
Diſſembler as ſhei; and made her and the Cardi- 
nal de Bourbon ſablervient to his own Intereſts and 
Views, by deceiving them both. He protefted 


© with all awning Reſpe& to the Cardinal, thac 


© his Sword {ſhould be employ'd intirely for his Ser- 
vice, that he would periſh with all his Friends, 


© or make him Heir to the Crown; and propos d 


© to marry him to his Siſter the Widow of the 
Duke de Montpenſier, who by her Youth and Ad- 
Idreſs had inflam d the Heart of the old Gentle+ 
man. On the other Hand, when he talk'd with 
Lehe Qucen-Mother, he made. a Jeſt. of the Car- 
22 8 ok 


© dinal, 


the Confeſſors. When the People 
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E dinal, calling him Dotard, and affur'd her he had 
© no. other Intention in adyancing him than to 
_ © exclude the reſt of che Bowbors, and make Room 
> — the Children of the Duke de Lorrain. [Ib. P. 
330. Jas ; * ; 


Thus having ſet his Game, the Duke of Gui/z 
left the Court, and retir'd into Champagne, of which 
Province he was Governour ; and on the laſt Day 
of the Year 1584, a ſecret Treaty was ſign'd at 
Foinville, by which the King of Spain was made 
an Aſſociate and in a Manner Head of the League. 
At which Treaty were preſent, two Spaniſh Knights 
on the Part -of their King, a Gentleman on the 
Part of the Cardinal de Bourbon ſtiling himſelf firſt 
Prince of the Blood and lawful Heir of the Crown, 
and the Dukes of Guiſe and Mayeune in Perſon. 
Who for che Preſervation of the Catholick Faith, 
“ as well in France as in the Low-Countries, con- 
© cluded à Confederacy offenſive and defenſive, 
% on theſe Terms. That upon the Deceaſe o 
« King Henry III, the Cardinal de Bourbon ſhould' 
be 'inſtall'd in his Room, as a Prince truly Ca- 
© tholick"and next Heir to the Crown, excluding 
<« intirely for ever all the Princes of France and 
© others who were already or might be known 
© Hereticks, ſo that none ſhould: ever reign who. 
© were infected with chat Poiſon, or would tole- 
et rate it in the Kingdom. That the Cardi- 
« .nal' coming to be King ſhould renew the. 
Treaty of Cambray made in 1558, between France 
and Fan [(and which © was very diſponenrabie to 
France]); * That he ſhould baniſn all Hereticks 
by a pubiick Edict; That the hofy Deerees of 
© the Council of Tren ſhauld be receiv'd in Nuance; 
©© That he: ſhould” hinder for the future the put- 
cc ting of any: Towns of the Low-Countrier into the 
Hands of ithe' French, ſhould prohibit Commerce 
* E 3 * wich 
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„ with the Rebels of thoſe Countries, and aſſiſt 
* by Forge of Arms the Catholick | King to re- 
** duge the revolted Places of the ſaid Countries. 
* That his Catholick Majeſty. ſhould during the 
„War furniſh the French Party to this Treaty 
* wich Fifry thouſand Piſtoles a Month ; and that 
pe e the: Cardinal ſhould repay: jt all when he eame 
* to the Crawn. That the ſaid Party ſhould not 
© treat with his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, nor with 
« 27 other * „to the Prejudice of this 
% League ; and that it ſhould be kept 'ſegret, cill 
« bath 1 * ſhould agree to make it publiek. C. 


150 gents of Spain immediately furniſh'd the 
90 wich Money; not only the Sums 
romis'd hit 5 with a great deal more, to give to 
fuck as ke jud moſt neceſſary for advancing their 
8 — — tis ver 5 very provabiog to obſerve, that 
Men of profligate M Fame molt into Play when 
Clamour and, Uproar about Religion are at the 
loydeft ; Mezgray d deſcribe them with juſt Warmth: 
and Deteftari n in the following Terms: 4 Fho 
T Duke diſtributed the Si Piſtoles lavi — 
* with both Hands He offer'd them even to tho 
& who did age ask ſo powerful were the 
2 Charms 2 Metal, that except thoſe 
* wha, he 12 i wat ftam tha King, 
„ ur were n whom, he might not have 
: ght, ande be have given them their own: 
rice. es ae would not have been ſuf- 
„ eee all the wercenary Souls then in 
et the Kingdom; ; ſo there were many, whom, Re- 
as 1 x a Tg ee on of not 7 
v i lags Kors ring, ola 
leripts, render d ſ worn Enemies 
1 7 pi Fa&ion, The Dspaties of my United-' 
E. vate Were. then - Pats (as wal related above) 
oliering 52 pu. themſclxes under the Protec of 
> IJ ranges 
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Fine on ſuch Terms (ſays the Hiſtorian). as the 
ing could not refuſe, without Prejudice to his 
Honour and the Intereft of the Kingdom. Queen 
Elixabeth ſollicited him earneftly to accept theit 
Offer, by her Ambaſſador the Earl of Derby, who 
to knic the firmer Friendſhip between their Maje- 
ſties, had brought him the Order of Knighthood 
of the Garter ; and à particular Treaty. was og 
the Point of being concluded between them for the 
Defence of thoſe Provinces. This the. Agents of 
Spain dreading, preſs d the Duke of Guife to de- 
clare himſelf, and gave him no Reſpite till he had 
intirely thrown off the Mask. IIe firſt put the Car- 
dinal de Boarbon into Peronne, a Place of ge 3 
and then, on the 18th of Arch 1585 publiſh'd a 
Declaration, which being contriv'd for a Drag- Net 
to take in all forts of Fry, was varied fuitably to che 
ſeveral Perſans and Bodies to whom it was adareſsd - 
inſomuch that M-zeray Jays there were not twenty 
Copies exactly of one .Tenour. Ii to be ſup- 
pos d of Courſe, that, as in all other Dectarations 
of the Reaſons for taking up Arms againſt Sove- 
raigns, ſo in this of the Leaguers the ſpecious Pre- 
text of reeRabliſhing the publick Liberty . was. not 
forgotten: Twas natural likewiſe to throw all the 
Blame of the King's Adminiſtration on his Favgy 
rites ;. but as they were willing to make Friends 
any * . might perhaps by one Means or 
ther be induc d to ferye their Ends, they thought 
fit in one Declaration (which Was not 1li2n'd) ts 


name the Dukes de Foyenſe and 4 Then for 15 | 

x {hy t 
Cardinal de Bourbon) their Names wete on cred; fe 
of 


Fayourites, but in another (which was ſigti 

ligion was the main Topick to declaim upon, 4 
ttyas done moſt vehemently in ſome Copies 
the Decliation, in which the Queet- Mother w 
complimented upon her Zeal for Catholiciſm (to whi 
indegd ſhe had a juſt 1 * being Kkngwa for 


— 


„ | 
the principal Adviſer of the Maſſacre of Paris in "- 
the former Reign;) and the Duke of Griſe proteſt- 
ed very. patherically, © That he and his Aſſociates 
© were heartily willing to loſe their Lives in hat 
© Cauſe, deſiring only that their dead Bodies might 
© be piled up in a Sepulchre conſecrated to the laſt 
true Frenchmen, who fell in Arms for the Ser- 
© vice of God and of their Country, In ſome Co. 
* agen, the Leaguers ſwore to extirpate the new 
eligion, in others they ſaid not a Word of it: In 
ſome they demanded that the King ſhould name his 
Succeſſor ; And in thoſe they ſhew'd to the Agents 
of Spain, they demanded that Cambray ſhould be 
reſtot'd to the Catholick King; but as that De- 
mand was perfectly Spaniſh, and would ſound ill 
in the Ears of Frenchmen, they left it out of all 
the other Copies. [Ib. 338, 339.] In Conſequence 
of this Declaration, the Duke of Guiſe ſurpriz d Ver- 
dun and Thos), and drew together an Army in Cham- 
pagme: And others of the Leaguers arm'd in divers 
Parts and poſſeſs d themſelves of ſome conſiderable 
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The King acted on this Occaſion ſo unworthy 
of the Royal Nr that twill be ſufficient to 
NY of him, that he ſtupidly ſtood conſidering 
. What to do when he ſhould have mcunted on Horſe- 
back and taken the Field; that the Queen-Mocher 
firſt terrified him with forg d News of the Pro- 
and Succeſſes of the Leaguers ; and then de- 
uged; bim into an Opinion, that twas better to try 
e reduce them by the Way of Treaty and Acco- 
modation than by that of Force and civil Juſtice; 
and that delivering himſelf up to be led by thoſe who 
ha yed the Muffler over his Eyes, be commiſſion'd 
that Queen .herſelf to treat. with the Duke f Guiſe : 
9 — of which was, that ſhe deſignedly ſpun 
pur Titne im idle Confefences wich the m_ a- 
3 N 8 out 
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1 . 
bout Trifles, till he had without any Moleſtation 
drawn together all the Forces he reckon'd upon, 


and then truely he would hardly vouchſafe to treat 
at all. 3 | 


In the mean while the King of Navarre ſent Two 
of his moſt faithful Councellors to Henry III, to 
offer him his Service, with the Forces of the Pro- 
teſtants; and to incite him to combat vigorouſly 
the dangerous Faction of the League, before it 
had more confirm'd and ſtrengthen'd it felf : At the 
ſame time he diſpatch'd a Perſon with ample In- 
ſtructions and very pathetick Letters to the Prote- 
ſtant Princes, to inform them of the true Deſigns 
of the League, and to engage them to affiſt him, 
He repreſented to them, That the preſent Com- 
© motion was the Effect of a general League form'd 
againſt all choſe who profeſs'd the true Religion ; 
and that it was contrivd by the Pope and the 
King of Spain, who , mutually help'd each other, 
the one to recover his Authority over all Chriſti- 
an Princes, the other to ere& his long: projecte 
univerſal Monarchy. He addreſs d himſelf pat- 
ticularly to Queen Elisabeth of England, whom he 
as ſincerely honour'd all his Life, as. he was al- 
ways affectionately aſſiſted by Her. He treate 
her wich Praiſes and Reſpects proportion d rather 
to the Merit of ſo great a Princeſs, than to his 
own Quality of a King; For after he had remon- 
ſtrated to her, that hoſe who troubled France, were 
the ſame who of a long Time had embroil'd the 
Affairs of Scotland, and afcerwards thoſe of Ex- 
gland; and that they might undertake every thin 
© againſt her Kingdom, if ſhe ſuffer'd them to ruine 
the Princes of her Religion one after another,; 
© he rold her, That. God had ſent her into the 
World in. thoſe unhappy Times, for a Mirropt 
* of Wiſdom and 'Goodnefs, to reach all Chriſtian 

© Princes 
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7 Prancez the Art of reigning happily; That the 
Odour and Fame of her Virtues having reach d 
*.to thg Ends of the Earth, twas not juſt that the 
© Fruits and Effects of them ſhould be confin'd to 
England only: That the ſoveraign Providence 
having not thought fit 40 ſuffer his Church to be 
© artgekd in all Parts at once, had been pleas 

© to place her apart in an adyantagious Poſt an 

© out of the Battle, like the General of an Army, 
that ſhe might provide on all Occaſions which 
might happen, to ſupport thoſe who gave Ground, 
© to rally thoſe, who were broken, and to ſuccour 
in Time thoſe who would otherwiſe be defeated 
* and iovg)ye her in their Qyerthrow. That there- 
fore it was for her to have a watchful Eye to all Parts 
© of Chriſtendom, and above all things to avoid by 
her. Foreſight the being conſtrain d to come into 
Aion herſelf, by neglecting to aſſiſt ochers in 
© Time ; for then, inſtead of being the general Ar- 
© hicer 38 he ght, ſhe would become a Party only, 
* which 8 her Kingdom and Perſon to 
Freater Dangers than he durſt expreſs: That ſhe 
. woqld acquire immortal Glory by demonſtrating 
on. GS juſt. an Occaſion that ſhe was really rhe De- 
fender F ile Faith, the Shield of the Church, and 
F the Protector of faithful Princes; but that all the 
5 dropos d to himſelf, was to bear the 
25 Qua r Capealit . and combat un- 


— 


der ſuch hippy Ayſpiges the Enemies of Religion 
* and of thy Peace. of, Chriſtendom, - That Queen 
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time he kept himſelf ſtill and quiet, as did alſo the 
Proteſtants by his Direction, being cautious of gi- 
ving an Occaſion to the Leaguers to ſay he had 
broken the Edicts of Pacification. For being pre- 
ſumptive Heir of the Crown, he had no Need of 
entring into Broils for acquiring it, but dreaded a 
civil War as the only Rock upon which his Furtune 
could ſplit. | | nete Peine ca97-:* 
All chis Time the Queen - Mather ſecretly encou- 
rag d the Guiſes and the Leaguers, in the Confe- 
rences ſhe held with them for an Accomodation, 
to inſiſt on very high Terms, (ſuck as divers Go- 
vernments of Provinęes, and Places for their Secu- 
rity,) which conſequently drew out the Negocia- 
tien into Length: And this (contrary to their In- 
tention) turn'd to the King's Advantage ; for, in 
this Delay the Zeal of the Populace cool'd, tile 
Inſolence and Extravagance of the Demands of the 
Leaguers were by the King's Friends expos'd; ta the 
Publick, well-meaning Men who had been ſurpria!d 
came to be undeceiv'd, and the Volunteers of che 
Army of the Leaguers began to grow weary: and 
to ſlink away to their Homes. This the Chiefs: of 
the Leaguers obſerving, find it beſt ta cur the 
Matter ſhort, and ſend a Petition to the King, 
“In- which they proteſt, that they had drawm to- 
6. gether for. no other Cauſe than that of Religion; 
and demand, that he ſhould: interdi&. alb G- 
ther but the Roman Catholick; that he ſhould” 
*. declare the Proteſtants incapable of any Affice 
or Employment; and that the Edict ta be pub- 
© liihd accordingly againſt them, ſhould bo execus. 
F red without Remiſſion by the Forces they: haue 
© with them. The King recommended it to: his 
Mother to make the beſt Accomodation wich chem 
ſhe: could, and in ſhort ſhe agreed with chem, 
that they. ſhould have tha Edict they demanded 
againſt che Preteſtants, and the Commandot the. 
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Armies to execute it, with ſome other Advatitages 
above what they ask d. “ But as for the Relief 
of the People (ſays Mezeray), the Re- eſtabliſting 
© the Nobleſſe in their Dignity, the Reformation 
of the Government and particularly of the Ad- 
*, miniſtration of the Finances, of which they had 
© talk'd ſo largely in their Manifeſtoes; they ne- 
ver troubled themſelves to demand or ſtipulate 
* Syllable to any of thoſe Purpoſes. [ 1b. p. 
354 | | n Or b 


The Edict againſt the Proteſtants, was in Sub- 
Nance, as follows. © The King therein prohibited 
the Exerciſe of the pretended reform'd Religion, 
on the Penalty of Death and Confiſcation of E- 
ſtate: Commanded all Miniſters of the new Re- 
* ligion to depart the Kingdom within a Month 
* afcer the Publication of the Edict, and all his 
Subjects to make Profeſſion of the Catholick Re- 
ligion within Six Months; otherwiſe to leave the 
Kingdom, tt With Permiſſion bowever to - ſell their 
©. Goods and Eftates ' moveable and immwveable: Yet for 
© fear of opening 2 Door to private Revenge, he 
* forbad all Catholicks on pain of Death to uſe 
Force, or undertake any thing of their. own 
Heads and without Authority: Declared, that all 
which the Guiſes and their Adherents had done 
in the laſt Commotions, proceeded from pure Zeal 
*:far the Catholick Religion; that he approv'd it, 
and. acquitted them from all Proſecution for the 
* ſame. | Aexeray, Jom. III. P. zy 3.] The violent 
Ambition of the League (continues Mezeray) was not 
ſotisfied with extorting from the King this Edict, 
which they call d the Edict of Reunion, tho it might 
more properly be term'd the Edict of Com buſtion; 
they conſtrain d him to carry dt himſelf. to the Par- 
 liament; to force them by his Preſence to verify it; 
and they deſir d. chat Auguſt Aﬀſernbly: might meet 
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in Scarlet Gowns for that purpoſe. The Popu- 
lace made loud Acclamarions as the King paſs'd to 
the Palau, and the Faction renew'd on that Occa- 
ſion the Cry of Vive le Rey, which the Impoſts 
had - ſtifled in the Throats of the People for Six or 
Seven Years. But He, groaning in his Soul, and 
deteſting thoſe who compell'd him with a Dagger 
at his Throat to ſet fire to the Four Corners of his 
Kingdom, interpreted thoſe Acclamations for the 
Hootings of Enemies who inſulted his Weakneſs : 
And all good Frenchmen with the Politiques, faid, 
* Thar he ought to reckon that Day among the 
* moſt unhappy of his Life, becauſe his Authority 
© died then on his Bench of Juſtice in Parlia- 
© ment. 

The King of Navarre and the Prince of Conde 
immediately prepar'd to defend the Proteſtant Cauſe; 
and having made an Aſſociation wich the Duke de 
Aontmorency (who was the firſt Officer of the Crown, 
and one of the chief of the Catholick Nobility, ) 
they publiſh'd a Declaration, in which they de- 
* duced the Frauds, Intrigues and Attempts of the 
Family of Guiſe to open themſelves a Way to 
© the Throne; and ſhew'd that the Peace made 
* with them was no leſs prejudicial to the Royal 
© Houſe of France, and tending to the Ruine of 
© the: State, than to their particular Advantage. 
© They proteſted, with the Lords of both Reli- 
© gions who had engag'd in their Aſſociation, 
that theit Intention was only to ſerve the King, 
* and, cauſe him to be obey'd as he ought by alk 
© his Subjects, each in their Rank: Beſought his 
© Majeſty not to be offended that they took Coun- 
© ſel of Nature and Neceſſity to repell Force by 
© Force: Declared upon their Faich and Honour, 
that as to the Matter of Religion they were rea- 
© dy to ſubmit it to a Council lawfully. aſſem- 
* bled; and that in the mean time they — 

© . 
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do no Wrong to any Cathslicks either in theit 
© Eſtates or Religion, but would take them all, 
© Eccleſiaſtical and Secular, under their Protecti- 
* on: 
Thoſe who had forc'd the King to make the 
Edict, preſs d the Execution of it moſt violently ; 
and in order to it the Leaguers arm'd in all Parts 
of the Kingdom: Nor were the Proteſtants behind- 
hand with them in the Diligence of their Prepa- 
rations. Things ſtanding thus, the King thoughe fit 
(for disburthening his own Mind a little, and giving 
fome Check to the Ardour of the Leaguers, by 
making them reflect a little on the Condition to 
which they had brought things,) to ſend for the 
Prevo#t des Marchands (a kind of Lord-Mayor) of 
Paris, the firſt and ſecond Preſident of the Parlia- 
ment, the Dean of the Cathedral of Notre Dame, 
and the Cardinal de Gaiſe, to attend him at the 
Lowvre, © To whom having expreſs'd a Counter- 
© feit Joy for having broken the Edict of Pacifica- 
© tion by their Advice, and own'd he had not 
© been brought to do it without Difficulty becauſe 
© of the Inconveniences he foreſaw, he defir'd them 
© all to conſider and inform him by what Means 
© to execute that Advice. He proceeded to tell 
© them, that if he foreſaw great Difficulties in te- 
© voking the Edict of Pacification, he foreſaw much 
© greater in executing that for War : Thar it be- 
© hovid them to think of it well; for it would 
© bs tov late to call for Peace when the Mills about 
paris ſhould b& on fire; That for his Part, ha- 


© ving comply'd with the Opinion of othets againſt. 


© his own, he would not ſpare whatever he could 
© contribute of his Revenue: But that che Publick 
© muſt bear their Share, too. Then applying him- 
© ſelf ro the firſt Prefident, he commended his Zeal 
© for the Catholick Religidn, telling him he ob- 
ſerv d a great doal of it im the long Speech he made 
5 at 
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© at the Revocation of the Edict; but he defir'd him 
and the Company of which he was Chief, to cot 


© ſider that he was oblig d to go out of the 6rdihary 
Methods to make uſe of exxfaordinary, and cthere- 
fore they muſt not ſay a Word to him of thei? 
© Salaries as long as the War held: Then looking 
upon the Prevoſt des Marchands, he told him, chat 
© rhe People having expreſsd great Joy at the Rup- 
© thre of the Edict, twas fit they ſhould aſſiſt in the 
© Execution of what they were ſo fond of, 
© and commanded him to aſſemble the Common 
© Council the next Day, to ſettle a Tax upon the 
City of 206500 Crowns, which was but ene Half of 
© one Month's Charge of Maintaining the War. 
© Laftly, he turn'd to the Cardinal with an auſtere Air, 
© and ſaid, that for the firſt Month he hoped to defray 
© the Warby the Help of thoſe Supplies from the Peo- 
© ple, but for the Reſt he would have Recourſe to the 
© Clergy: Thar the doing this would be no Weight 
© upon his Conſcience ; and that he would not ſtay 
for the Authority or Conſent of the Pope, becauſe 
© the Heads of the Clergy having been the warmeſt 
© to drive him into this War, they were oblig'd to 
© contribute to the Expence. Thereupon he' paus'd 
to hear their Anſwers ; and they making ſome Difh- 
culties, he cry'd © It had been better to have believ d 
© me then before things were carry'd fo far: Iam 
© afraid that in attempting to ruine Preaching we ſhall 
"endanger the Maſs ; and that this new Edict will 
© bring us into ſuch a Condition, that inſtead' of 
© giving Peace we may be glad to ask it. So he dil- 
miſs d the Aſſembly ; in which (adds Mezeray) hav- 
ing done o much: and too lirtle, he acquir'd the 
Contempt of the People and the Hatred of the 
Guiſes, From | 


Of the War which immediately follow'd 1 ſhall 


not give any Particulars, as I have not of any 
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the formet: But as I think my ſelf oblig to re- 
trench what is manifeſtly ſuperfluous, ſo I ſhall take 
$95 freer Scope in collecting what I taks to be neceſ- 

ry for repreſenting in ſome tolerable Light, tho 
Characters Motives Counſels Practices and Aims of 
the chief Perſons and Parties engag'd in this impor- 
tant and moſt inſtructive Conteſt. I will not therefore 
omit to obſerve, that upon the breaking out of this 
new, War, the Leaguers made Application to the 
Pope for a Bull of Excommunication againſt the King 
of Navarre and the Prince of Conde, which might au- 
thorize their Cauſe and give it the better Vogue 
among the Populace. What the Agents of the 
League repreſented to the Holy Father, for obtain- 
ing that Bull, is very remarkable, viz. That if 
the Conſiſtory hardly ever reſus d to confirm any 
© Congregation, Order, or religious Inſtitution 
© of a Society, becauſe they were ſo many Creatures 
© and Legions which the Pope acquir d into his Service, 
© ſo many Links of Chain to w= the People in his 
© Dependance ; there were powerful Motives for his 
© granting that Favour to the League ; which was 
© not a petty Society, but a great Body that would 

be govern'd by him, an 4 wich a thouſ- 
and Springs by which he might bring under in- 
tire Subjection the Kingdom of France which to 
that time had always oppos'd its pretended Liber- 
ties to his abſelute Commands ; that no greater. 
Glory could happen to his Pontificate, nor a- 
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© of the Spiricual Sword which God had pur into. 
© his Hands, than to firike with it the Nobleſt 
© Heads that were among the Hereticks, and with the 
© ſame Blow (under the Pretext of 1 ſo 
© plauſible among all good Catholicks ) deſtroy that 
© Privilege with which the Royal Houſe of France 
0 Saks FN ſelf from the Apoſtolical Cenſures. [I. 
Pag. 366.] Sixtus V. granted a Bull CERN in 
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thundering Terms ſuitable to his own Temper and 
the Grandeur of the Subject. The Spaniards were 
overjoy'd at it, and the Leaguers more animated in 
their Sedition ; but ( ſays Mezeray ) it excited the 
Indignation of all true Frenchmen againſt thoſe who 
had ſollicited it. | 
Here the good-natur'd Reader will excuſe me, if 
in Juſtice to that excellent Hiſtorian I digreſs a 
lictle to obſerve, That throughout his Hiſtory he ap- 
pears to take peculiar Delight when he finds an 
Opportunity to ſpeak affectionately and honour- 
ably of his Nation in general, or handſomly of any 
great and honeſt Men of ic that have ated worthi- 
ly : His Ability of Mind, is ſeen in his deſcribing 
bad Counſels or Actions in ſuch Colours as never 
fail to give an Abhorrence and Deteſtation of them; 
but his Complexion of Soul, is more conſpicuous 
in his pathetick Deſcription of good Men and 
Things: Hence ic comes, that his Narrations have 
the ſame Effet upon his Readers as Poetry would 
have: Here one ſeems to fall into a Satyr of Ju- 
venal, which gives a Pleaſure mingled with Re- 
gret, and makes a Mar aſham'd of his own Species ; 
and there into an Epiſode of Virgil, in which the 
Simplicity Sweetneſs and Dignity of uncorrupted Na- 
ture charm, and elevate the Mind above Humani- 
ty. 
” This Hiſtorian tells us, That Henry III having 
made a Difficulty of admitting a Legate whom 
Sixtus V ſent into France to promulgate the Bull I 
have mention'd, and making him ſtop at Ly:zs ; 
the Pope in Heat of Reſentment ſent a Meſſenget 
to Piſany, the French Ambaſſador at Rome, to bid 
him depart his Territories within Three Days. Pi- 
© [any being of a generous Spirit, ſuch as was re- 
quiſite for maintaining the Honour of France, at 
a Time when every-body trampled it under foot, 
anſwer d the Meſſenger W Ha Emotion, Thac 
| © he 
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*© he thought the Pope's Proceeding was very ex- 
* traordinary and very violent; that however he 


would not trouble himſelf to inquire what had 
mov'd him to treat him in ſuch a Manner; but 
ce he would have him told, that be would ſhorten 
ce by Two Days the Time he had fet him, for 


* bu Territories were not ſo large but he could very 
cc 


cc 


and Twenty Hours. Sixtus began to repent aſſoon 
as this Anſwer was reported to him, and from that 
Time took care to accomodate the Matter under- 
hand with Henry III. But he was much more ſur- 
priz'd at the Method the Two excommunicated 
Princes took, to retort the Injury he had offer'd 
them : © For whether they fent Men to Rome on 
* purpoſe, or whether they had Friends there (poſſi- 


© bly the Ambaſſador himſelf,) fome Perſons had 


* Daring enough to affix in all the publick Places 
of that City a Writing on the Part of thoſe 
© Princes, © By which they appeal'd from the Sen- 
* tence of Excommunication of Sixtæs calling him- 
e felf Pope of Rome, to the Court of Peers of 
* France; Gave him the Lye as to the Crime of 
* Hereſy which he had charg'd upon them; Offer'd 
* to prove in a free Council lawfully afſembled 
© that he himſelf was a Heretick ; Declar'd him 
* Antichritt unleſs he would ſubmit to ſuch a Coun- 
* cil, and holding him for ſuch would have per- 
© petual and irreconcilable War with him; Pro- 
© teſted that they would revenge on him and his 


ce Succeſſors the Injury done to their King, and 


ce his Family, and to all the Courts of Parlia- 
© ment; Implor'd to that End the Aſſiſtance of 


ce all Princes truly Chriſtian, and invited all the 


c Allies of the Crown of France to joyn with them 
cc in oppoling the Tyranny of the Pope and the 
4 'Leaguers, thoſe Enemies of God, the State, the 


King, and the Quiet of Chriſtendom. The Pope 


(adds 


commodiouſly get out of them in leſs than Four. 
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(adds Mezeray ) being recover'd from his firſt Tranſ- 
ports of Paſſion, fell into Admiration of the great 
Spirit of the King of Nawarre, who from ſuch a Diſ- 
tance had found Means to affix Marks of his Re- 
ſentment on the very Gates of his Palace: The 
Effect was, that as Virtue makes it ſelf rever'd b 

its very Enemies, he conceiv'd ſo high an Eſteem 
for ſo generous a Prince, chat he was often heard 
to ſay, That of all choſe who reign'd in Chriſten- 
© dom, there were but Two, namely that King and 
© Queen Elixabeth, to whom he would willingly 
© have communicated the great things he had in his 
© Mind, had they not been Hereticks. And in ſhort, 
to the great Diſappointment of the Leaguers, all 
their Intreaties could never get One Penny from that 
Pope towards carrying on of their Cauſe, which ſuf- 
ferd much for Want of the Encouragement and 
Aſſiſtance they had depended upon from him. L 16:4. 


P. 372. ] 


The King of Newarre not only treated the Pope 
as he deſerv'd ; but dealt as roundly, as became a 
Prince of ſo much Heart, wich the Roman-Catholick 
Clergy; to whom he addreſsd the following 
Letter. 

Meſſieurs. T complain of you as a Body, and in 
© general, and yet I cannot believe that you all 
© at with the ſame Mind, in the Deſigns and 
© Practices that are carrying on againſt me. You 
© cannot be ignorant with what Moderation I have 
© always treated you, even during the Rigour of 
Wars, nor are you ignorant of the juſt Neceſſities 
that have ſometimes oblig'd me to have recourſe 
to Arms: And I aſſure my ſelf, that in your 
© Hearts you are ſenfible who ought to bear the 
© Blame of thoſe Wars. So far am I from having 
© ever diſturb'd the Peace of my own Accord, thac 
© I can truly affirm I have ſuppreſs d my own juſt 

2 Diiſlatisfactions 
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Diſſatisfactions and Complaints, in divers kinds, 
for the Good and Quiet of the State. Thofe, 
Meſſieurs, whom you aſſiſt with Means to zuine 
me, have not, if you obſerve them, proceeded in 
the fame Manner : Their perfonal Ambition, breaks 
out into Zeal for the Church; their private Diſ- 
contents, into a publick War ; and they make 


of the Kingdom, for the Pleafure of giving the 
King ſome Uneaſineſs; and to revenge them- 
ſelves, for ſome Disfavours which they fancy they 
have receiv'd from him, by the publick Calamity. 
May God open your Eyes, and ſhew you the Bot- 
tom of their Intentions : I fear not (God he knows 
it) the Ill you can do me, either by your Money 
or your Arms; both the one and the other have 
been already oft employ'd in vain: I am con- 
cern'd for the poor innocent People, who ſuffer 
moit for theſe Follies: I am concern'd even for 
many among Your ſelves, ſuch I mean who of 
their ſcanty Allowance, as others of their Afflu- 


ſturbers. I principally lament the Fault you all 
commit, ſome from one Motive others from ano- 
ther, who mult one Day anſwer to your Coſt for 
the Miſeries and Precipices into which you are 
hurrying your native Country; you who ought 
according to your Office to be the Supporters of 
the publick 8 : A Day will come, when 
you muſt anſwer before the Almighty for ſo much 
innocent Blood as is ſhed, and for the Diſorders 
and Vices occaſion'd, by the War which you fo- 
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* ſo many poor Families, who ought to be reliev'd 
© out of that Abundance of yours, which you make 
© the Inſtrument of their Miſery, the Caule of their 
© Hunger, and the Scourge of the publick Wel- 
© fare. You will alledge to me a Zeal for the 

| Church, 


no Conſcience to ſet fire to the Four Corners 


ence, contribute to the Ambition of thoſe Di- 


ment; for the Tears, the Cries, the Diſtreſſes of 
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© Church, and I am willing to believe that ſome of 
you are influenc'd by that only ; What then will 
Poſterity ſay, of your rejecting the Offers I have 
made to you, and of your chooſing rather to 
throw all into Confuſion, than to agree to a Coun- 
cil 2 Of your chooſing rather to proceed to Blood, 
than to confer mildly about the Sence of the 
Scriptures? Of your chooſing rather to ſubvert 
the State, than theWay to convert thoſe Souls which 
you think are gone aſtray? Attacking even my Per- 
ſon, whom certainly you ought rather to inſtruct 
than deſtroy? Thoſe who abuſe your Zeal, well 
know that tis impoſſible for them to perform 
what they promiſe, namely to extirpate by Force 
of Arms the Religion in which 1 live. They 
ſeek not the Reunion of the Kingdom, but its 
Ruine. Bethink your ſelves well, that formerly 
they prevail'd wich you to ſell your Temporali- 
ties under that Pretext, in vain ; and bethink 
your ſelves well, that your Purſes ſhall be drain'd, 
and your Zeal to give away your Money extin- 
guilſh'd, before you ſhall ſee your Counſels ſuc- 
ceed. Things have been carried further: Some 
of the Clergy (I will not think there are man 
who have conſented to ſuch a Bargain,) have fol. 
licited the Pope againſt me, and have procur'd 
from him a Declaration, by which I am expos'd as 
a Prey and pronounc'd uncapable of the Succeſſion, 
Don't think, Meſſieurs, that I am to be ſcar'd by 
ſuch Thunder: Tis God who diſpoſes of Kings 
and Kingdoms: And your Predeceſſors, who weie 
better Chriſtians, and better Frenchmen, than the 
Promoters of that Bull, have ſufficiently taught 
us that the Pope has nothing to do in this State 
A great deal of Wrong has been done me: I will 
not impute jc to all of you in general. I am 
willing to believe tis the Work of ſome only 
f who are under a forreign Influence, inſpir'd per- 
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© haps by ſome Jeſuites, the Seed of Spain, Enemies 
© of the Good of this State. God grant they may 
be as ready to abſtain from Miſchjef hereafter, 
as I find my ſelf ready now to forgive them. 
What remains for me to ſay to you, is ; that God 
has ſent me into the World a Chriſtian Prince ; 
I defire the Preſervation, the Growth, and the 
Peace of the Chriſtian Religion, We believe one 
God; We acknowledge one Chriſt ; We hold one 
and the ſame Goſpel. If about interpreting the 
ſame Texts we happen to differ, tis my Opinion 
the Methods I have propos d may beſt reconcile 
us. I am of Opinion that the War, which you 
purſue fo warmly, is unworthy of Chriſtians ; un- 
worthy among Chriſtians, of thoſe principally who 
pretend to be Doctors of the Goſpel. If War be 
ſo delightful to you, if a Battle pleaſes you bet- 
ter than a Diſpute ; a bloody Conſpiracy more 
than a Council; I waſh my Hands of it. The 
Blood that will be ſhed, be it upon your own 
Heads: I know that the Curſes of thoſe who ſuffer 
by it, will not fall upon mine: For my Patience, 
my Obedience, and the Juſtice of my Cauſe, are 
moſt abundantly apparent. I will hope for the 
Bleſſing of God on my juſt Defence, and I be- 
ſeech him, Meſſieurt, to give you the Spirit of 
Peace and Union, for the Peace of the State and 
the Union of his Church. | Memoires de Phil. de 
Morn „Tum. I. p. 438. de Edition de An 1624. 
in 4 


While the War into which the League had forc'd 
Henry III, was carry ing on againſt the Proteſtants ; 
tis worth while to ohſerve in what Manner the 
Leaders of that Faction in the City of Pars be- 
hav'd themfelves. Thoſe who had been principal- 
ly employ'd to engage the Pariſians in this pious 
Dciizn of ſecuring the Roman-Catholick Church * 
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the intire Extirpation of the Proteſtants, had their 
firlt ſet Meetings in the Lodgings of one Boucher, 
Pariſh-Prieſt of St. Bennet, in the College of Fortet, 
which for that Reaſon came to be call d the Cradle 
of the League: And after they had ſecretly pervert- 
ed 2 great Number of People, by themſelves and 
Emiſlaries, to ſign the Inſtrument of the League 
and take the Oath of Fidelity; Sixteen of the moſt 
factious were appointed to have the Inſpection of 
the Sixteen Quarters or Diviſions of the City, and 
to make Report of every thing in their chief Coun- 
cil. The Weakneſs of the King, and the Contempt 
into which of Conſequence he fell, with the Multi- 
plication of Taxes (firſt to maintain the Profuſion 
of the Court, and laſtly even for defraying the 
Charge of this War,) joyn'd to the Diſorders and 
Miſmanagement which from thoſe Cauſes naturally 
flow'd into the civil Adminiſtration ; render'd Mens 


Minds ſo ſuſceptible of Impreſſions from plauſible 


and vehement Diſcourſes of the Eccleſiaſticks and 
their Creatures, of the Iniquity of the Times abounding 
in Schiſms, Hereſies, and Tyranny ; that by that Time 
the War had gone on about Eighteen Months, the 
ardent Diligence of the buſieſt of the Faction had 
drawn into the League the greateſt Part of the 
People of all forts in Paru. But as ſome Particu- 
lars of the Practices and Artifices us'd for that Pur- 
poſe, may be of Entertainment to the Publick, I ſhall 
tranſcribe what 2ezeray relates of them towards the 
End of the Year 1586. | 
© The Preachers declar'd openly in the Pulpits a- 
_ © gainſt the King of Navarre and againſt the 
* Fawourers of Hereticks, an Expreſſion by which 
* they obliquely tax'd the King bimſelf.. To gain 
© likewiſe the Citizens and Traders of the bettet 
* ſort, they had certain Confeſſors and Directors of 
* Conſcience, who after they had acquir'd abſolute 
* Empire over their Minds, by infuſing .into chem 
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| 1 
abandance of Seruples, and worming out of them 
the Secret of their Families by cunning Queſti- 
ons, explain d to them clearly what the Preachers 
had deliver'd in obſcure Terms, and prov'd to them 
by Paſſages of Scripture and Subtilties of School- 
Divinity, that when Religion is in Danger the 
Subject may make Leagues and engage his Faith 
without the Permiſſion of the Soveraign ; then, 
when they thought they had captivated them with 
ſuch Reaſonings, they enjoyn'd them by way of 
Penitence to enter into this Union, which they calbd 
Holy ; and if they found any Perſons over whom 
Reſpect for the Royal Authority, or Fear of Pu- 
niſhment, had more Power than their Perſwaſions, 
they poſitively refus'd them Abſolution of their 
Sins: This appear'd by divers Complaints that came 
to the Ear of the Biſhop of Pars, and of the 
Pope's Legate (at that time Sig. Moriſini, a Pre- 
late no leſs illuſtrious for his Virtue than his Birth ;) 
who having ſeverely reprimanded ſuch Confeſ- 
ſors, thoſe new Theologiſts, the better to con- 
ceal their Venom, endeavour'd to eſtabliſh this 
Maxim, © That the Seal of Confeſſion oblig'd 
** the Penirent to Secrecy no leſs than the Con- 
* feſſor. They alſo inſtituted Prayers, to be per- 
* form'd one Day in one Church, another Day in 
another, to which the People crowded more out 
of Curioſity than Devotion. They likewiſe ſer 
up new Kinds of Religious Brotherhoods, eſpeci- 
* ally of Penitents, which afterwards, and namely in 
the Year. 1594, were intirely ſuppreſs'd as Colo- 
“ nies of Sedition; and they caus'd Proceſſions of 
f Country - People to come: from the Provinces of 
Brie, Clampagne, Picardie, and Thiera{che, and theſe 
d enter'd Pars in Frocks of White Linnen, with 
Taper im their Hands, mumbling Anthems, the 
? Populac flocking together. to gaze on them in 
great Silenge and Admiration: All this was done 
2 2985 9 & I _ 6 
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to heat weak Brains, and furniſh Opportunities 
for the ſecret Aﬀemblies of the Leaders of the 
Faction and their ſeditious Practices, which were 
the better conceal'd by Means of the Crowd 
and Rumours caus d by thoſe extraordinary De- 
votions. In the mean Time, the King inſtead 
of pulling off the Mask, to ſhew the People the 
hideous Face of the Faction, authoriz'd them b 
his Example in endeavouring to — 
them by the ſame Methods: He made Pilgri- 
mages, and Proceſſions on Foot through the Streets, 
in the Habit of a Penitent. | Mezeray To III. 
Pag. 417. ] But tho' his natural Temper and Frame 
of Mind render it very likely, that as he led a 
looſe idle and unthinking Life, the Diſtempers and 
other Inconveniences ariſing from his Vices brought a 
Heavineſs and Horrour upon his Mind by Fits, 
which frighted and ſadden'd him for the Time 
into real Penicence ; the Eccleſiaſticks had the Malice 
and good Fortune, to make all his publick Devotion 
paſs for Diſſimulation. | 

While the Leaguers were increaſing their Number 
in Paris, they took Care at the ſame time to procuge 
Stores of Arms, which they diſpos'd into the ſeveral 
Quarters of the Ciry ; they likewiſe colle&ed a Fund 
of Money, to which each contributed ſecretly. And 
in 1587 the King giving them an Opportunity of 
feeling their own Strength, inſtead of making them 
feel the Arm of Juſtice and Royal Authority, could 
never afterwards ſet Bounds to their Inſolence. The 
Proteſtant Princes of Germany being made ſenſible of 
the Danger chat threaten'd them from a League for 
the Roman-Catholick Religion, in which the King 
of Spain was a Principal, determin'd to raiſe an Army 
for the Aſſiſtance of the King of Navarre and the 
Reformed ; © andthe Leaguers of Paris (ſays Mezeray) 
© having News that thoſe Forces were on the March 
* $0 enter France, form'd new Regulations or m_— 

or 
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* for the more vigorous Proſecution of their Deſigns 
© and alſo new Oaths to be taken by all of their Party 
© and (ent them to the other Towns of the Kingdom 


© that had engag d in it. By thoſe Articles they de- 


© clar'd in implicit Terms that the King had forfeiced 
c the Crown, as a Favourer of Hereticks, who had 
© ſent for the German Troops ; and that the Cardinal 
© de Bourbon could not lay Claim to it, otherwiſe 
than by his Piety and Zeal. The Preachers did 
© not deliver a Sermon in which they did not handle 
© this Point, launching forth at the ſame time into 
© exceflive Praiſes of the Houſe of Gui/e, and out- 
* ragious Invectives againſt the Honour of the King; 
* whole too great Patience having ſuffer'd their 
f* Audaciouſneſs to run to ſuch a Heighth, the moſt 
«© modeſt of the Preachers, as by Contagion, became 
« infected with this Poiſon : So that there remain'd 
* nothing more for them to do, than to cauſe the 
% Alarm-Bell to be rung out againſt him, as it hap- 
<* pen'd in September (1587) on the following Oc- 
© caſjon. 
The Third of that Month, the Pariſh-Prieſt of 
c St. Severin being in his Pulpit, whether by Concert 
« and to give the Signal for Sedition, or from no o- 
* ther Deſign than to diſcharge his Choler, vomited a 
Load of Slander againſt the Council, and had the 


«© Impudence even to call the King Tyrant and Enemy 


of the People and of the Church. This being re- 
« parted to the King, drew ſome Threats from him: 


4 Thoſe Menaces alarm'd the Leaguers, and a Re- 
port was ſpiead through the City that he would 
cauſe all the Preachers to be thrown into the 


£ River. Thereupon, in order to fave the Prieſt of 
St. Severin, Buſſs le Clerc, (one of the Sixteen) plac'd 
£* himſelf with his Company in Ambuſh near that 
#* Church, in the Houſe of one Hate. Twould have 
been eaſy at firſt to ſieze aud puniſh exemplarily 
© that factious Fellow and . 
' eng 


cc 
ce 
ec 
ce 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
ce 
ce 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


3 


6c 
cc 
cc 
cc 
ec 
cc 
cc 
cc 
6c 
cc 
cc 
cc 
ce 
cc 
ce 
cc 
cc 
cc 
ce 
Sc 
cc 
= 


( 75) 


ec the People were more heated: But the King con- 


tented himſelf to ſend one of the Meſſengers of 
his Chamber, who was acquainted with Hate, to 
ask the Meaning of this Buſtle. That Gentleneſs 
and Forbearance increaſing both their Audaciouſ- 
neſs and their Number, they detain'd the Meſſen- 
ger; and repulsd with yet more Inſolence, the 
Lieutenant-Civil M. Seguier, whole Integrity no leſs 
than his Office ought to have gain'd him Reſpect. 
That honeſt Magiſtrate judgingit his Duty to ſieze 
thoſe Mutineers, ſent for a Number of Commiſ- 
ſaires and Sergeants to aid and aſſiſt him; but 
we J. that moſt of them were engag' d in the 
arty of the League, and that the Mob drew to- 
gether, he was oblig'd to retire and acquaint the 


King with it. He did not forget to repreſent to 


him as he ought, the Conſequence of letting this 
Sedition go unpuniſh'd ; and the Chancellor ſecond- 
ed him with ſuch Earneſtneſs and Courage, that 
the King began to be mov'd ; when unluckily in 
came M. Villequier Governour of Paris, who making 
ſight of the Matter, render'd their Advice in- 
effectual. Mean while the Sedition increas'd, and 
ſpread from one Quarter to another: The King 
who had neglected it, in the Evening ſent the 
Lieutenant of the grand Preveſ# with his Arebers. 
But twas too late; and to no more purpoſe than 
caſting a little Water on a great Fire: Boucher 
Pariſh-Prieſt of St. Bennet having caus d the Alarm- 
bell to be rung out, all the Quarter of the Univer- 
ſity fell upon thoſe Archers, and N drove 
them back over the Bridges. The King's Indigna- 
tion was doubtleſs as violent as juſtly rais d at — 
an Affront; he was oblig'd however, ſince he 
could not now offer to take Revenge without the 
Hazard of receiving a greater, to diſſemble his 
Reſentment. He appear d the next Day in 72 
lick, wich a mild Countenance, and careſs d the 

very 
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< very Incendfaries and Ring-Leaders of the Sedition, 
* as if they had done him ſome ſignal Service. The 
League triumph'd upon the Succeſs of this Commori- 
on, as for a Victory, and ever after call'd it the 
772 Exploit of St. Severin. But thoſe who had any 


5 
Affection for the Royal Authority, could not endure 
to ſee it thus debaſed,; and believing the King's Per- 
fon was in Danger among a Populace grown Head- 
ſtrong, try'd at leaſt to perſwade him to leaye Paris 
and go to his Army: Where they imagin'd he might 
recover poſſibly the Eſteem and Honour he had ac- 
1 in the Battles of Farnac and Montcontour (be- 
ore he came to the Crown; ) and that thoſe who de- 
ſpis'd him in his penitential Garb fingering his Beads, 
would proſtrate themſelves before him when they 
mould ſee him return Victorious with his Helmet 
on * Head and his Sword in his Hand. [Ib. P. 
439. 


The Army J mention'd to have been rais'd by the 
German Proteſtant Princes for afliſting the King of 
Navarre and the Reform'd in 1587, acting nothing 
ſuitable to the Hopes and Fears which the differenc 
Parties in France had entertain'd of their Strength ; 
but (by reaſon” principally of Diſunjon between 
the Generals, and Mutiny of the Reiſtres for Pay): 
were from the Time they enter'd the Kingdom ſo 
harrafs d by the Duke of Guiſe with a Handful of 
Men, that after the Swiſs Troops among them had 
(by an Agreement with the Duke d'E/pernon on the 
Part of Henry IIT) been induc'd for a Sum of Mo- 
av to leave them and return home, the reſt were 
reduc'd to ſuch Difficulties, that compounding for 
their Lives they alſo retir'd back into Germany. The 
Duke of Guiſe was extremely elevated with the Eſ- 
teem and Applauſe which by this Succeſs he acquir'd 
among his Party : And while his Thoughts were 
full of his -own - Merit, was furniſh'd age Fic 
12 atter 
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Matter of Refentment and Indignation againſt the 
King. The Duke de Foyenſe (one of the Favourites 
of Henry III) being kill'd in the Battle of Ceutras a- 
gainſt the King of Navarre, the Duke of Guiſe reck- 


on'd that himſelf making ſuch a Figure in the Service, 


and being at the Head of ſo predominant a Party, 
the King could not refuſe to a Perſon of his No- 


- mination the Office of Admiral or the Government 


of Normandy vacant by the Death of the Duke 
de Toyeuſe ; and that he might appear to act from 
a Principle of Generoſity, he would not ask ei- 
ther of thoſe Employments for any of his own Fa- 
mily, but contented himſelf to ſollicit that of Ad- 
miral only for one of his truſty Friends, who in 
Point of Merit was not unqualified to pretend 
to that Poſt : Yet the King having kept him ſome 
time in Expectation, at laſt not only refus'd to 
gratify him in this Affair, but what was more 
provoking than the Refuſal, conferr'd both thoſe 
Places on his Favourite the Duke 4Eſpernon, whom 
the Duke of Guiſe look d upon as his mortal Ene- 
my. Thus ſwell'd with Pride and Revenge, the 
Duke of Guiſe went in the Beginning of 1588 to 
Nancy, where he had appointed the Princes of his 
Family and the Heads of the League to meet 
him ; and he animated them with ſuch Warmth, 
that the Reſolutions they took tended to expell 
the Favourites with Ignominy, and to tie the King's 
Hands that for the future he ſhould be whoily in 
the Power of their Faction. The King ſhall be 
© ſummon'd (ſuch was the Language of the Articles a- 
© preed in that Aſſembly) to join more avow'dly and 
in good Earneſt with the holy League; to re- 
move from his Perſon, and to turn out of Go- 
vernments and Places of Importance thoſe who 
ſhall be named to him ; to cauſe the Decrees of 
the Council of Trent to be publiſh'd throughout 
the Kingdom ; to eſtabliſh the holy Inquiſition 
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in the principal Cities; to conſign into the Hands 
of certain Chiefs the Places that ſhall be named 
to him, where they may erect Fortifications and 
put in Garriſons of Soldiers, at the Expence of 
the Towns and Countries; to maintain an Ar- 
my on the Frontier of Lorrain, to hinder the 
Germans from entring the Kingdom agen; to 
cauſe all the Eſtates and Effects of Hereticks and 
their Aſſociates to be forthwith ſold, and to com- 
pell their Catholick Relations to buy them, remit- 
ting to them a fourth Part of the Value; to a- 
© gree that the firſt Sums ariſing by thofe Sales , 
4 ſhall be employ'd to diſcharge the Debts which 
© the Chiefs have been oblig'd to contract in this 
© Cauſe ; and that no Priſoner ſhall have his Life 
2 granted him, unleſs he pay down the Value of 
© his. whole Eſtate, and unleſs he give good Secu- 
© rity that he will live Catholickly, & [ Mez. Tom. 
III. P. 480.] Theſe Articles being ſent to the King, 
he deſired Time to deliberate upon them. Mean 
while the Duke of Guiſe neglecting no Means for 
compaſling his Ends, ſollicited Forces from the King 
of Spain and the Protection of the Pope, making 
large Promiſes to engage them to declare them- 
ſelves. This neither of them thought fit to do 
but to keep the League in heart, they l 
the Duke by fair Aſſurances, and by Marks of Oſten- 
tation rather than Effects, to depend upon their 
Aſſiſtance: His Victories were preach'd up at Rome 
and in Spain: The Duke of Parma ſent him his 
Arms with this Compliment, “ That of all the 
* Princes of Europe it belong'd only to Henry of 
«& Lorrain to ſtile himſelf a General: And the Pope 
made him a Preſent of a flaming Sword, as the 
Symbol of his Zeal and Valour. Theſe things 
re him more Credit tis true among the Vulgar, 
ut they likewiſe drew upon him more Hatred from 
the King and Envy from thoſe about him. 
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While the Duke of Guiſe was in this Situation of 
Fame and Power, and thus intent upon his Deſigns, 
the Prince of Conde died, (with Symptoms of be- 
ing poiſon'd, and not without Suſpicion, though 
without Proof, that it was done by the Procure- 
ment of the Leaguers.) The Influence which the 
Death of the Prince had upon the contending 
Parties in France, was very conſiderable, and is there- 
fore neceſſary to be repreſented from Mezeray : 
And tho' to this end it be not abſolutely requi- 
ſite to premiſe to it that Hiſtorian's Character of 
this excellent Prince ; yet having I ſuppoſe al- 
moſt cloy'd the Readers of the beſt Taſte and In- 
clinations with ſo many Characters and Deſcriptions 
of infamous Perſons and Deſigns, in the Courſe of 
this Story; I think it would be fome Relief to them, 
to have the Entertainment varied, tho it were by a 
little Digreſſion. 

It was the Lot of this Prince to be always ſuf- 
© fering and reſiſting, both during his Life and at 
© his Death: But as he liv'd in Misfortunes with 
* moſt heroick Conſtancy of Mind, ſo he died in 
Extremity of Pain with almoſt miraculous Patience. 
It would be hard to pronounce which of his 
Virtues held the firſt Rank, whether his Valour, 
Liberalicy, Juſtice, or Integrity of Manners. 
Courteſy, Affability, Elegance of Speech, and 
Inclination to do Good , ſeem'd to have been 
transfus d from his Father into him. He was 
ſincere in his Religion; tender of his Honour 
and of bis Word, more than of his Life; an 
obliging and zealous Friend; inflexible in his Re- 
ſolutions; could not yield to the Times, nor ac- 
comodate himſelf to the Court and to Favourites. 
He was an excellent Captain for Sieges and for 
the Field, but would have been a better in well- 
appointed and regular Armies than in civil Wars, 
© becauſe 
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© becauſe he look'd upon things as done when he 


had given good Orders, meaſuring the Probity of 


© his Officers by his own. In ſhort, he hardly 
* wanted any of the Advantages which might be 
© defir'd for a great Prince, except the Favour of 
Fortune: But in being wanting to him, She 
© excited him to truſt to his own Endowments and 
© exert himſelf with the greater Force; and ſhew'd 
© thoſe Virtues in him by Adverſity, which perhaps 


might never have appear'd in Proſperity, | Did. 


488. ] 

© Notwithſtanding there was a ſecret Emulation 
© between the King of Navarre and this Prince, 
which made a Diviſion in the Party, yet that 
King being thoroughly ſenſible of his rare Virtues, 
and conſidering beſides that for the future the 
whole Weight of Affairs would reſt upon himſelf, 
and that being deprivd of ſuch a Second he 
ſhould be the more expos'd to the Attempts of 
the League ; he regretted this Loſs with extreme 
Sorrow, and retiring into his Cloſet with none 
but the Count de Soiſſons, was heard to make paſ- 
ſionate Exclamations, crying he had loſt his right 
Hand. The Proteſtants being well ſatisfied of his 
firm Adherence to their Principles, by the ear- 
neſt Care he took to defend them, and by the 
continual Troubles he underwent rather than re- 
linquiſh them, lamented him as their true Chief : 
And all good Frenchmen grievd for him, as the 
firſt Prince of the Blood, the ſworn Enemy of 
the League, and perfectly well- affected to the 
Good of the State and of his native Country. 
As for the King, tis hard to judge what his Sen- 
timents were on this Occaſion, ſo much Indiffe- 
rence did he ſhew upon it; only when the 
Cardinal de Bourb-»» would have perſwaded him 
that the Prince's ſudden Death was an Effect of 
the Pope's Excommunication, he anſwer'd, That 

«a 


K K „ lu EE NO _  _ e e 


( 81 ) 

* bad not hurt him, but that and ſomething elſe 

had. 

© Even the Duke of Gaiſe could not bear the 
© News of it withont burſting into Tears, which 
© may be compar'd to thoſe that Cæſar ſhed for Pom- 
© pey: But it ferv'd extremely to advance his De- 
© ſigns, and ſtrangely augmented the Inſolence of 
© the League, who made extraordinary Rejoycings 
© upon it, and by the Pamphlets and Sermons of their 
© Incendiaries, publickly aſſerted that 'twas a Stroke 
© of Divine Juſtice and of the Apoſtolical Thun- 
der. [I.] 


The Duke of Guiſe's Pride and Hopes and the 
Inſolence of the League being rais'd to the high- 
eſt Pitch, could not naturally reſt long in that 
Situation, but neceſſarily hurried things into the 
moſt violent Extremities. In relating which I ſhall 
have an Eye principally to the Counſels of the 
Actors: For as to the Actions themſelves, I ſhall 
not run into any tragical Deſcriptions ; but when 
the Duke of Guiſe, and after him Henry III, come 
to be aſſaſſinated, ſhall let them drop out of the 
Story with very little Noiſe and Ceremony, an 
without inquiring whether Nature ſtarted one Hair's 
Breadth out of her ordinary Courſe for ſuch diſ- 
mal Occurrences. I think it of more Conſequence 
to remind the Reader (of what the Paſſages I 
have quoted in my Former from Mezeray have“. I 
hope ſufficiently inculcated into him ) that thofe 
Extremities might have been prevented, would Henry 
III have exerted the Royal Authority in due Time 
to reſfrain all his Subjects within the reaſonable 
Bounds of their Obedience, and not have ſuffer d 
the League to grow upon him till 'twas out of 
his Power to comptroll them. 
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That King heard every Day of ſo many Deſigns 
and Practices of the Sixteen againſt him, as would 
have chang'd the greateſt Patience in the World 
( ſays Mexzeray ) into juſt Fury: And conſequent- 
ly there was no great Difficulty to perſwade him 
at laſt, that their Frenzy could no otherwiſe be 
cured than by Bleeding. But whether his Re- 
ſulution to puniſh thoſe Ring-leaders of the Facti- 
on in Paris, by the ordinary Proceedings of Ju- 
ſtice, took wind; or whether their own Terrours 
of Conſcience made them imagine what he ought 
to have done; they made molt prefling Inſtances 
to the Duke of Guiſe to come to Paris, as if they 
had had immediately before their Eyes the Gibbets 
erected, and the Officers of Juſtice carrying them 
to Execution, But he, either withheld by Fear of 
Danger, or amaz'd and confounded with the Great- 
neſs of the Attempt to brave the King in his Place 
of Reſidence, deferr'd his coming ; yet that he 
might keep up his Credit with them, he ſent divers 
of his moſt truſted and reſolute Captains to em- 
bolden them by their Preſence in Paris, Yet the 
Sixteen not thinking themſelves ſecure with that 
fecret Force, ceas'd not to importune him to come 
among them in Perſon, intimating that they ſhould 
otherwiſe be oblig'd to accomodate Matters with 
the Court, or to betake themſelves to deſperate 
Reſolutions. In ſhort, the Duke was come to 
Soiſſons in the way to Paris, when the King was 
upon the Point of cauſing the Sixteen to be leiz'd, 
and thought he had ſo well provided for the Exe- 
cution of that Deſign, that if the Pariſians ſhould 
riſe to defend them, he ſhould be able to tame 
them by Force or Famine ; for he had caus'd Three 
thouſand Swiſs to advance to Lagny on the Marne, 
and the Duke 4' Eſpernon was to 3 him Troops 
from his Government of Normandy and to ſecure 
all the Paſſages by which Proviſions were un 
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carried to Paris from that Side. But the Approach F 
of the Duke of Guiſe perplexing him, and raiſing | 
the Audaciouſneſs of the Sixteen who were before 1 
extremely dejected, he diſpatch'd M. de Bellie vre 
to Soiſſons to acquaint the Duke, that at a Time 
fo abounding in Factions he would oblige him in 418 
forbearing to come to Paris for ſome Days, other- bl! 
wiſe that he would render himſelf culpable of all 4 
the Evils that might be caus' d by his Preſence. The [| 
Duke anſwer' d ſtomachfully to this Purpoſe, That „ Ki 
© he would periſh rather than abandon the good 
© Catholicks his Friends; but that if the Kin 1y 
© would give him ſome Security againſt his jun | 
© Apprehenſions, he was ready to pay him a blind 
© Obedience. Which not being ſpeedily and ef- 
fectually complied with, the Duke reſolutely ven- 
tures into Paris, and goes directly to that Quarter 
of the City where the Queen-Mother was lodg'd, 
who immediately ſent a Gentleman to the King 
to ask whether ſhe ſhould bring him to wait on 
him at the Louvre. The King was dreadfully al- 
arm'd at ſuch a Meſſage ; but while Rage Fear and 
Deſire of Vengeance poſſeſs'd him, his Miniſters inter- 
os d and allay d his Tranſports of Paſſion, principally 
y repreſenting to him that there was no Danger 
in deferring his Revenge, but very much in pre- 
cipitating it; and that the Duke had not adven- 
tur d to come, without having firſt prepar'd and 
diſpos d his Party in ſuch ſort that it could not 
be Safe for His Majeſty to offer him Violence. 
The Queen-Mother in a Chair, and the Duke of 
Guiſe walking on Foot bare-headed, paſs d to the 
Louvre: The Streets were fo crowded that they 
could hardly get along; the Air rung with Ac- 
clamations of long live Guiſe, the Pillar of the Church ; 
the Pariſians could not ſatisfy their Eyes with ga- 
ring on him they had made their Protector, ſome 
of them even — + themſelves at his Feet as 
2 to 
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to a viſible Deity ; he encauraging them by dumb 
Geſtures, bowing courteouſly to the vileſt of the 
Populace, drew an innumerable Multitude after 
him to the Barriers of the Louvre. As to the In- 
terview between the King and him, tis ſufficient 
to ſay, that 'twas with the deepeſt Diſſimulation on 
both Sides ; and that if the Duke went alive from the 
King's Preſence, 'twas becauſe the Populace had in a 
Manner beſieg'd the Palace, and climb'd upon the 
very Wall of the Garden in which they walk'd with 
the Queen- Mother. 

The Duke was no ſooner known to be in Paris, 
than his moſt devoted Friends and Followers repair'd 
thither from all Parts; ſo that the next Morning 
after his Arrival, about 400 Gentlemen were ob- 
ſerv'd to paſs in and out of the Hotel de Guiſe. To make 
ſhort; in a few Days the King found the Duke of 
Guiſe and his Party were manifeſtly ſuperior to him 
in Paris; notwithſtanding that beſides his ordinary 
Guard, as alſo 500 Gentlemen and the Officers and 
others of his Houſhold, he actually caus'd no leſs than 
between F and 6000 Men of regular Forces to enter 


the City. The Queen-Mother Dung employ'd by 
i 


the King in her uſual Office of mediating an Ac- 
commodation, became quickly ſenſible that the Duke 


talk'd to her in the Stile of a Conqueror who would 


give Laws, and that he look'd upon himſelf ro have 
no further Occaſion for her Interpoſition: She was 
no leſs vex'd than ſurpriz d at it; and recollecting 
what She had formerly experienc'd of the Princes of 
that Family, that when they were ſailing proſper- 
ouſly before the Wind they deſpis'd her Interceſſion, 
and would owe their good Fortune to themſelves 
alone, She reſolv'd to adviſe the King to retire 
privately out of Paris; and accordingly he ſtole 
away with all poſſible Secrecy, and got ſafe to 
Chartres. 


Here 
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Here I cannot well omit the Judgment which 
Two of the ableſt Heads then in Chriſtendom paſs d 
upon the Proceedings of the King and Duke. Pope 
Sixtus V. being told that the Duke had ventur'd to 
go into the Louvre to the King, cry'd out 0h impru- 
dent Raſhneſs ! But being immediately told likewiſe, 
that the King had let him go our agen, he cry'd out 
louder Oh feeble and unhappy King ! And the Duke 
of Parma being inform'd that the Duke of Guiſe had 
it in his Power to ſecure the King's Perſon, and did 
not do it after he had affronted him too outragiouſly 
ever to be forgiven, condemn'd him by the general 
Maxim, That a Subject who once draws the Sword a- 
gainſt his Soveraign, ſhould throw away the Scabbard : 
As for the Duke of Guiſe himſelf, twas impoſſible 
for him to diſſemble the Grief and Aſtoniſhment 
that poſſeſs d him when he heard the King was gone: 
He firſt made bitter Complaints and Reproaches to 
the Queen-Mother, telling her ſhe had deceiv'd 
him, that the King was gone away only to ruine 
him, and that his Enemies had advis'd him to it to 
render him odious and criminal in the Eyes of all 
France and of all ſoveraign Princes: Afterwards he 
chang'd his Note, made moſt humble Submiſſions, 
and proteſted to her with the profoundeſt Reſpect 
that he and his would depend for ever on the Honour 
of her Commands, &c. 

The King had no ſooner left Paris, than the Sixteen 
being countenanc'd by the Duke intirely uſurp'd the 
Government of the City; turning out all Perſons 
who were not avow'dly of their Party, and ſupply- 
ing their Room with ſuch as were, till they had 
fill'd all the Courts of Judicature the Magiſtracy and 
the Offices of the City with their own Creatures. 
Thus the Leaguers, or to ſpeak rather in their own 
Language, the CHURCH, became all-powerful in 
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Upon the firſt News that the Pariſians had drawn 
into Arms, had made Barricades in the Streets, and 
were much ſuperior in Force to the regular Troops 
which the King had caus d to enter that City; the 
Leaguers of Orleans, Bourges, Amiens, Abbeville, and of 
all Places where they were ſtrongeſt, roſe in Arms 
and ſecured them for their Party; the Cardinal de 
Guiſe (Brother of the Duke of that Name) debauch'd 
Rheims and Chaalons into their Intereſt ; and the Duke 
4 Eſpernon was ill-receiv'd in his Government of Nor- 
mandy, the Governours of almoſt all the Towns re- 
fuſing to admit him: At the ſame Time, the Fame 
of the invincible Spaniſh Armada's having put to Sea, 
and of the great Preparations of the Duke of Parma 
in the Low-Countries, concurring with thoſe other 
Circumſtances, gave no leſs Audaciouſneſs to the 
League, than Sollicitude and Apprehenſion to the 
King when he had retir'd to Chartres; and diſpos'd 
him to temporize and deſire the good Offices of the 
Queen-Mother for mediating an Accomodation. 
The Duke of Guiſe on his Side eaſily. foreſaw, that 
the Pariſians would in a little Time be weary of 
the Abſence of the Court, and beſides he was ſenſi- 
ble that in France a Party acting directly againſt the 
Perſon of a King at Liberty, could not well ſubſiſt 
long: He therefore concluded, that the beſt Way to 
mend the Fault he had committed, was to make Peace 
with the King and bring him back to Paris, where he 
might either take an Opportunity to ſieze him, or at 
leaſt where the King relapſing into his ordinary Courſe 
of Idleneſs and Sloth, he ſhould be permitted to govern 
all and to undertake what he pleas'd. The Queen- 
Mother finding both Parties inclin'd to a Reconcilia- 
tion, ſet herſelf ro work; not to ſeek Means to accom- 
modate Affairs ſolidly, but to bring them to ſuch a 
Point that there might be always need of her to keep 
them there. So the Duke of Guiſe drew up an ample 
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Petition in the Name of the Princes; of the City of 
Paris, and of all the Catholicks in the Kingdom ; con- 
taining in Subſtance the ſame Articles which had 
been agreed in the Conference of the Chiefs of the 
League at Nancy, and which had before been pro- 
posd to the King : And the Queen-Mother took 
the Pains herſelf to go to Chartres and preſent it. 
The King's Anſwer was, That he had always had 
© a great Deſire to unite all his Subjects in one Reli- 
© gion, to caſe them of the Oppreflions which the 
© Calamities of the Times had broughe upon them, 
© to hear all their Complaints, and to ſtudy Means 
© to ſatisfy them; and that co this End he had re- 
© folvd to ſummon the States of the Kingdom to 
© meet at Blois in Auguſt [ 1588, ] where he would 
© rake off the Fears of the Catholicks of falling under 
© the Dominion of the Huguenots. But the Ac- 
commodation was not perfected till the Spaniſh 
Armada appear'd in the Channel, which alarm'd and 
terrified the King; for tho' he knew that Armada, 
as well as the Forces prepar'd by the Duke of Parma 
in Flanders, were intended againſt England, yet he 
had cauſe to fear that they might make a Deſcent 
upon France, and that the League unleſs he agreed 
timely with them would open ſome Door to the 
Spaniards and buy their Aſſiſtance at the Expence of 
the State ; and theſe Fears were juſtly heighten'd by 
a Manifeſto which King Philip had publiſh'd in the be- 
ginning of the Year, ſetting forth his Right to 
Britany : This determin'd him to ſign an Agreement 
with the Chiefs of the League, (and with the Duke 
of Guiſe in particular, who was too diſintereſted a 
Patriot not to inſiſt upon the Office of Conſtable for 
himſelf, which the King durſt not give him becauſe 
*twould have been ſharing his Power with him; but 
for an Expedient, he was oblig'd to grant him much 
the ſame thing under the Title of Great-Maſter of 
the French Gendarmerie, which in Effect was but a 
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Periphraſis for Conſtable ;) and in Conſequence to 
publiſh an Edidt of Union dated the 15th of July, in 
moſt violent and ſevere Terms againſt the Proteſtant 
Religion and againſt a Proteſtant Succeſſor, and as 
advantagious to the League, as could well be in- 
vented. This done the King and the Duke of Guiſe 
were by the Queen- Mother brought to have a per- 
ſonal Interview at Chartres; where all the Diſ- 
ſimulation was uſed that the King had learn'd out 
of Machiavel and the Duke out of Tacitus, the 
Authors they differently ſtudied and admir d. 


The Catholicks who were enchanted by the 
Charms of the League, became much more ſo by 
the Publication of the Edict. They receiv'd it in 
moſt Towns with Songs of Joy and Bonefires; and 
(what is ſtranger ſays Mezeray) after ſo many Cala- 
mities, they were as fond of this new War againſt 
the Proteſtants, as they ought to have been of Peace. 
What remain'd of the Proteſtants in the Provinces 
on the hither Side of the Loire, could not ſtand a- 
gainſt ſo raging a Torrent; Part of them conform'd 
and went to Maſs, the reſt fled to their Places of 
Retreat. © Their only Chief, the King of Nawarre, 
* bravely oppos'd the Execution of the Edict by 
e Arms in open Field; and endeavour'd to ſhew 
ce his Enemies, who at the Bottom aim'd more at 
© his Perſon than his Religion, that he knew very 
« well how to defend the one by the Means of the 
* other. He repair'd to Rochelle particularly, to 
revive and hearten the People there, whom the 
Death of their beloved Prince of Conde had caſt 
into deep Affliction and Diſmay ; and he had the 

ood Fortune to acquire their Eſteem and Af- 

feckion, of which they had been ſparing towards 

him during the Life of that Prince. In a Word, 

as it was the peculiar Caracter of this King, to 

ſtruggle with great Difficulties and extricate a 
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ſelf out of them, even more eaſily than out of 
leſſer ; he embolden'd and ſtrengthen d his Party in 
this Time of their apparent Danger and Diſtreſs, 
in all the Provinces where they were able to 
make any tolerable Figure in Arms. 


In the mean time, Henry III artfully diſſembling 
all Reſentment Diſſatisfaction or Deſign, was pro- 
digal of his Favours to the League; conferring the 
Intendance generale of his Armies on the Duke of 
Guiſe, promoting divers others who were in moſt 
Credit with the Party, and confirming all the 
new Officers which the Towns of their Faction had 
introduc'd by excluding the old. All theſe Careſſes 
however would not ſatisfy them, unleſs the Cardi- 
nal de Bourbon were honour'd with ſome new Pre- 
eminence, which might flatter his vain Ambition, 
and give them a plauſible Pretext to break the Or- 
der of the Succeſſion : So the King was oblig'd 
to grant Letters Patents declaring him the neareſt 
Relation of his Blood ; which was true, the Uncle 
being in a nearer Degree of Conſanguinity to his 
Perſon, but the Nephew was more nearly related 
to his Crown; and he deſignedly choſe that Ex- 
preſſion, as a Medium to content the Cardinal, 
without prejudicing the Right of the King of Na- 
varre: But the Leaguers interpreted it in ſuch a 
Sence as beſt ſuited their Intentions ; and Mezeray 
obſerves, that the Duke of Guiſe deſign d only to 
© amuſe the People by this vain Phantom, and 
© ander the Cover of it to make his own Way 
© to the Crown. For which he thought fit to 
© diſpoſe Mens Minds in good time, by cauſing a 
© Book to be publiſh'd, that was Written with great 
* Artifice, and without directly diſcovering his 
© Pretenſions, advanc'd Propoſitions that obliquely 
© inſinuated them and render'd them plauſible. The 
* Junure of Time (adds the Hiltorian ) ſeem d 
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to him extremely favourable for broaching ſuch 
© Propoſitions : For there was none at Court that 
© could look him in the Face, but all applauded 
© his Deſigns : The Clergy furniſh'd five hundred 
© thouſand Crowns for the making of War againſt 
© Hereſy ; And two Armies were raisd to be 
© maintain'd by that Money: The King gave the 
© Command of one to the Duke de Mayenne, and 
© offer'd the other to the Duke of Guiſe; but he 
© judging it better to keep about the King's Per- 
© ſon than be in Armies, declin'd it and reſolv'd to 
© abide at Court. [ Mex. To III. Pag. 530. ] 

© The Time drew on for the Provinces to elect 
© Deputies to the States, to which Elections the 
Oppreſſion and Miſeries they ſuffer'd made them 
* apply with the greater Ardour. The King per- 
7 faded himſelf, that the Aſſembly being to be 
* made up of the Nobleſſe all whoſe Luſtre pro- 
© ceeded from that of the Crown, of Prelates who 
© were obliged to him for Benefices, and of Officers 
© who receiv'd their Salaries from him, would for- 
 tify his Authority, and aſſiſt him to recover fo 
e great a Part of it as the League had wrefted from 
© him. The Duke of Guiſe therefore redoubled his 
? Intrigues in the Provinces, to procure Deputies 
© to be nominated and inſtructed according to his 
© Intentions. The Clergy particularly employ'd all 
© their Power over the People's Conſciences ; they 
* did it publickly by vehement Exhortations, and 
* after they had declaim'd furiouſly againſt the Go- 
© vernment, and deſcrib'd the extreme Miſeries of 
© France, a Subject very proper to incite thoſe who 
felt them, they yore them Hopes that the Virtue 
* of the Duke of Guiſe, by exterminating Tyranny 


and Hereſy,' two cruel Monſters that devour'd 
© the Bowels of France, would re-eſtabliſh Liberty 
© and Religion in their firft Splendor. Hereupon 
the Buſtles for Elections became ſo open and —4 

© lent, 
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© lent, that if any one offer d to ſpeak the leaſt 


© Word againſt them, he was excluded from among 
the Electors. [Ib. 533. 


But while the Leaguers were carrying on things 
with ſo high a Hand, it pleas'd the Divine Provi- 
dence to chaſtiſe their Audaciouſneſs, by abaſing the 
Spaniſh Pride which had elevated theirs ſo high. 
The dreadful Armada, which was to have made 
England their firſt Conqueſt, © did not find the 
. Englſh (lays Mezeray admirably well) either lull'd 
© alleep by the vain Treaties of Peace with which 
© the Council of Spain ſought to amuſe them; or 
divided among themſelves about Religion; or 
* terrified by that enormous Force of which the 
© Spaniards had made their Boaſt, ſeconded with 
* the Fulminations of Pope Sixtus againſt Queen 
© Elizabeth : But all perfectly united together, all 
© firmly determin'd and well-prepar'd, to defend 
© the Hononr of their generous Queen, and the 
© Liberty of their native Country. 

Soon after the News of the Defeat and Diſperſion 
of that Armada came to Henry III, he went 
to Blois; and believing that the League being 
ſtunn'd with ſuch a Blow, the States would be the 
more tractable, he applied himfelf to gain the De- 
2 as they arriv'd, by kind and honourable Uſage, 
by Promiſes, and by pathetick Arguments of the 
publick Good and the Welfare of the Kingdom: 


But (adds the Hiſtorian) the Leaguers had catechis'd 


them firſt in the Provinces, and taught them too 
well their Leſſon. 


In October [1588] the Aﬀembly began their 
Seſſion: The King and the States ſolemnly ſwore 
to cauſe the Edit of Union aboye-mention'd to be 
oblerv'd and executed: The Clergy propos d that 
the Decrees of the Council of Trent ſhou'd be ap- 


prov'd 
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prov'd and authoriz d, a Point they had continually 
en driving at for Twenty five Years together, 
but which the Parliament had always vigilantly and 
couragiouſly oppos d; and on this Occaſion M. 
d Fſpeſſes the Attorney General, arguing for the 
Liberties of the Gallican Church, repreſented, 
** That they were not exorbitant Privileges, but natural 
and common Rights which all Churches formerly enjoy d, 
* and which that of France had been careful to preſerve, 
* without ſuffering any Deregation from them, That they 
'* conſiſted mo#t eſpecially in Two Points, one, That the 
Pope bad no Power to ordain or judge in Matters be- 
* longing to the civil Adminiſtration within the King's 
© Dominions ; that if be did, the Subjects were not bound 
© to obey bim, not even thoſe of them who were in holy 
Orders: The other, That alibo the French do allow that 
the Pope has the ſupreme Authority in Eccleſiaſtical 
Affairs, yet they never allow'd bis Power to be abſolute, 
F* but to be confin d within the Limits of the holy Canons 
and the Rules preſcribd by the ancient Councils re- 
ce ceiv d in the Kingdom. [Ib. 588.) This Definition 
of the principal Points of the Liberties of the 
Gallican Church I ſet down here, becauſe Re- 
ference will be had to it in the Sequel of this 
Relation : For the preſent 'ris ſufficient to ob- 
ſerve, that M. 4 Eſpeſſes puſh'd the Clergy ſo home up- 
on this Subject, that the Debate was broke off 
by a confus'd Murmur, the Aſſembly riſing ſud- 
dently without determining any thing upon it, 
nor was it afterwards reſum'd while the States con- 
tinu'd at Blois. As to the reſt of the Proceedings 
of this Aſſembly, twill be ſufficient to acquaint the 
Reader, that Two Thirds of them being wholly 
devoted to the League and the Duke of Guiſe, _ 

demanded of the King, That the abſolute Com- 
mand of the Armies ſhould be put into the Hands 
© of the Duke, with the Title of Conſtable ; and 
that the King of Navarre ſhould be declar'd in- 
capable 


* 
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© capable of ſucceeding to the Crown: Which 
Points they preſs'd upon him with the utmoſt 
Earneſtneſs and Importunity, till the King durſt 
hardly either excuſe or delay his Conſent ; but 
he complain'd bitterly, That they were com- 
© pelling him to diveſt himſelf of his Authority, 
© and to dig a Grave for. himſelf to be buried in 
whenever the Duke pleas'd. [ 1b. 561.] 


The next thing to be related (and which I ſuppoſe 
the Caracter of Henry III and the Conduct of the 
Duke of Guiſe, have prepar'd the Reader to hear 
without Surprize, tho' not without Abhorrence for 
a Soveraign who could ſo far debaſe the Royal Ma- 
jefty,) is, that while the States continued their Seſſion 
at Blox, the King caus'd that Duke and the Cardinal 
his Brother to be aſſaſſinated there: And (what will 
give him leſs Concern) that this haſten'd the End of 
the Queen-Mother, Catherine de Medicis, who died 
ſoon after, 


Of this Aſſaſſination of the Duke and Cardinal de 
Guiſe by Order of Henry III, I find ſeveral Opinions 
reported by Mezeray that I think not unreaſona- 
ble eachin their Kind. 

The moſt prudent and moderate Frenchmen blam- 
ed it, © not for any Love to the Houſe of Guiſe, 
© whoſe Ambition had drawn upon them this rigo- 
© rons Chaſtiſement ; but for the ſake of France, which 
they foreſaw would be involv'd by it in a lamentable 
© Train of War and Calamity, perhaps to the intire 
© Subverſion of the State. 

© The King of Navarre deplored their Death, be- 
© Cauſe they were his Relations and Men of great 
* Spirit, but ſaid, the King muſt needs have powerful 
© Motives to treat them in ſuch a Manner. 
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As for the Proteſtants, © they condemn'd it loud- 
© ly, and would give it no better Name than a M- 
© {ucre, judging it as execrable in its Nature as 
© that of Paris. This was fair and equal Reaſon- 
ing: And a Man would naturally think, that as 
the Roman-Catholick Clergy and Zealots deem'd 
it a juſt Ad of Regal Power in Charles IX to vio- 
late the publick Faith of a Treaty of Pacifica- 
tion and his own Word and Honour, by cauſing 
ſeveral Thouſand Proteſtants whom he had invi- 
ted to Paris to be murther'd ; ſo they could not 
have diſputed a like Act of Power exercisd by 
Henry III. But, tho' the Clergy of France are 
ever very free to put exorbitant Power into the 
Hands of a King, yet at the Bottom 'tis only in 
Truft for their own Benefit ; and though they 
will allow him the Honour of being the Execu- 
tioner of their Malice, yet if he attempt to gra- 
tify his own Vengeance or quiet his own Jealouſy 
and Fears, by uſing Violence againſt a devoted 
Son of the Church, they can aſſert the Right 
they tacitly reſerv'd to themſelves of reſuming and 
even employing againſt himſelf the unreafonable 
Power they gave him. This was ſeen in the Acti- 
on of the Leaguers whom I left intire Maſters 
OI Pars. 


But before I go on to relate thoſe Actions, 
I think it proper to make a ſhort Halt; and look- 
ing back upon the Account already given of the 
Conduct of the Roman-Catholick Clergy and Zea- 
lots from the firſt Toleration of the Reformed, to 
put the Reader in mind, by way of Recapitu- 

tion, © that the Deſign of that furious Party to 
© exterminate or expell their Proteſtant Brethren, 
was carried on to the Time of the Duke of 1 
Death, not only at a vaſt Expence of Blood, but 


with 
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1950 
c with the apparent Hazard of what was more valu- 
cable to the Nation. Namely, That they attempted 
c to give up to the Pope the Liberties of the 
c Gallican Church; to deprive the Houſe of 
© Bourbon of the Crown and transfer it to that of 
Lorrain; and to ſacrifice the Liberty and Inde- 
« pendance of France to King Philip's Deſign of 
univerſal Monarchy ; and that ſuffering the ill 
Government and Oppreſſion of the People to go 
on, that Henry III might render himſelf more 
and more odious (while they puſh'd their fingle 
Point of advancing the Church above the civil 
Power, ) they decried the Politiques or moderate 
Catholicks, who, without infringing the Eſtabliſh= 
ment of the Church, and only confirming the 
Toleration to the Proteſtants, would have refſtor'd 
© the Peace of the Kingdom, and have joyn'd with 
© them ( as the Proteſtants were moſt ready to do) 
© to reform the State. I proceed now to my firſt 
Propoſition, which is, To prove, that at length 
the Clergy of France actually compaſs'd their 
main Deſign, on their own Terms, viz. by ruining 
the ancient Conſtitution of Government in that 
Kingdom, both in Church and State, 
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No ſooner had the Sixteen receiv'd the News of 
the Death of the Duke and Cardinal, than they 
made their Couſin the Duke d' Aumale Governour 
of Paris, © and gave the Cue to all who were to 
© preach in the Churches, to cry up the Merits 
© of the Two Brothers and to exclaim againſt the 
© Perfidiouſneſs and Cruelty of the King ; And 


the Eccleſiaſticks heated themſelves ſufficiently on 


© fo tragical a Subject. L Mex. Tom. III. P. 592.] 
There are many Inſtances in the of du Re 

de Henry III, of the extravagant and even Blaſphe- 
mous Lancs utter'd from the Pulpit on this Oc- 
caſion, by divers Preachers recorded by _ 
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And tho' Mezeray could not avoid mentioning 
ſome of them, becauſe they had a mighty Effect 
upon the Minds of the deluded People; yet he 
has contented himſelf to give but a few of thoſe 
Inſtances ; which I attribute to his good Judg- 
ment : For having intimated in the Courſe of 
the Story, chat the preateff Part of the Body of 
the Clergy ( not all of them, as I ſhall obſerve 
in a proper Place) were deep in the League, 
he thought it below the Dignity of an Hiſtorian 
to be very exact and gy in ſhewing that 
among them there were ſome Hot-headed indiſcreer 
Noiſy Fellows, who had leſs Command of their 
Tongues than the reſt : For ſo it was and ever 
will be, in all numerous Factions whether of Clergy 


or Laity, And for this plain Reaſon, I do not. 


think it worth while to extract any Paſſages of 
that Kind either from the Journal or from Mexe- 
ray: I take it to be more to the Purpoſe, to 
ſhew what the Sentiments and Proceedings were 
of the moſt able and eminent, or of the greateſt 
Numbers, of the French Clergy, in divers Turns of 
Government or remarkable Junctures of Affairs, in 
that Kingdom. | 


The next thing the Sixteen did, after they had made 
the Duke d' Aumale Governour, was to cauſe a Peti- 
tion in the Name of the City to be preſented to 
him by the Prevoſt des Marchans and the Eſebevins. 
And the Doctors of the Sorbonne return d an Anf- 
wer to it. Which Pieces not being in Mezeray, 
nor in the late Editions of the Fournal du Regne de 
Henry III, T will give them intire from the Cologne 
Edition in 4? off that Fournal. | 


Reſponiſum 
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Reſponſum Facultatis Theologice Pariſienſis. 


* FN the Year of our Lord 1589. the th of Fannary, 

1 * the moſt Sacred Faculty of Theology of Paris 
« aſſembled in the 71 of Sorbonne. And after 
* publick Prayers by thoſe of every Rank of the ſaid 
2 — and the Celebration there of a Maſs of the 
*© Holy Ghoſt; at the deſire of the moſt honourable 
ce Prevoſt, Eſchevins, and Catholick Citizens, who 
© preſented a publick Inſtrument ſign d by their Nota- 
* ry and ſeal'd with the publick Seal of the City, they 
ce took into Deliberation the two Articles contain'd in 
* a Petition of the foreſaid Citizens, drawn up in the 
following Terms. 


To Monſeigneur the Duke 4 Aumale Governor, and to 
Meſſteurs the Prevoſt des Marchans and Eſchevins of 
the City of Paris. 


Umbly ſhew the good Citizens and Inhabitants 
| of the City of Paris, that ſeveral of the ſaid In- 
habitants and others of the Kingdom, are in Trouble 
and Scruple of Conſcience what Reſolution to take up- 
on the Preparations which are making for the Preſer- 
vation of the Catholick Apoſtolical and Roman Reli- 
gion, of this City of Paris, and of the whole State of 
the Kingdom, in Oppoſition to the Deſigns cruel! 
executed at Blois, and the Infraction of the public 
Faith, to the Prejudice of the faid Religion, the E- 
dict of Union, and the Natural Liberty of the Aſſem- 
bly of the States. which the ſaid Petitioners de- 
ſireto have a holy and true Refolution : And that hav- 
ing Confideration thereunto, you will be pleas'd to 
cauſe Meſſieurs of the Faculty of Theology to aſſemble 
and deliberate upon thefe Points Circumſtances and 
Conſequences, and whether it be permitted to affem- 
ble, unite and contribute againſt the King, and whether 
we are ſtill bound by the _ which we have ſworn 

to 
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to him; that the ſaid Faculty may give their Advice 
and Reſolution thereupon. - 

Be the preſent Petition referr'd to Meſſieurs the Fa- 
culty of Theology, who ſhall be deſir d to aſſemble 
and give their Reſolution upon it. Done Fan. 7. 1589. 
Sign d Everard, and ſeald with the publick Seal of the 
ſaid City. 


The Articles upon which the foreſaid Faculty deliberated. 


*© T4 ] Hether the People of the Kingdom of France 
*© befreed and diſcharg'd from the Oath of 
5 Fidelity and Obedience ſworn to Henry III.? | 
© Whether the ſame People may with a ſafe Conſci- 
© ence arm, unite, collect Money, and contribute to 
© the Defence and Conſervation of the Catholick Apo- 
ce ſtolical and Roman Religion in this Kingdom againſt 
© the nefarious Counſels and Attempts of the foreſaid 
« King and all his Adherents whatſoever, and againſt 
© the Violation of the publick Faith committed by him 
cc at Blois, in prejudice of the foreſaid Catholick Re- 
© ligion, the Edict of holy Union, and the natural Li- 
<« berty of the meeting of the Three States of this 
© Kingdom ? 5 e 
«© Upon which Articles, the mature, accurate and 
© free Deliberation of all and ſingular the Maſters, in 
© Number Seventy, being heard; as alſo many and 
© yarious Reaſons, moſtly drawn as well from the holy 
c Scriptures, as from the canonical Sanctions and De- 
* crees of the Popes, and cited in expreſs Words, be- 
ing conſider' d; it was concluded by the Dean of the 
© Faculty, nemine contradicente, and this by way of Ad- 
5 * for eaſing the Conſciences of the foreſaid Peo- 
Pleèe, | 8 | 
2 That the People of this Kingdom are releas'd 
© and freed from the Oath of Fidelity and Obedience 
* ſworn to the foreſaid King Henry. 
| Secondly, © That the ſame People may lawfully and 
with a ſafe Conſcience, arm, unite, collect Money, 
and 
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© and contribute to the Defence and Conſervation of 
© the Catholick Apoſtolical and Roman Religion, a- 
f 7715 the nefarious Counſels and Attempts of the fore- 
* faidKing and all his Adherents whatſoever ; Becauſe 
ot his violating the publick Faith, in Prejudice of the 
* ſaid Catholick Religion, the Edict of holy Union, 
© and the natural Liberty of the Aſſembly of the Three 
© States of this Kingdom. 

© Moreover the faid Faculty of Paris reſolv'd, That 
© this Concluſion ſhould be tranſmitted to our moſt 
© holy Lord the Pope, to the end he might be pleas'd 
* to approve and confirm it with the Authority of the 
© holy Apoſtolical See, and in ſo doing, adminiſter 
: OP "4 Relief to the dangerouſly-diſtreſs'd Gallican 

urch. | 


The Pope readily accepted the Invitation of the Sor- 
bonne; or rather, taking Advantage of the unhappy Cir- 
cumſtances of the Kingdom of France (with the ſame 
Honeſty that his Predeceſſors had taken all manner of 
Advantages at all Times to acquire their Temporal Do- 
minions and Spiritual Power,) gladly ſnatch'd the Oc- 
caſion to aſſert an Authority that did not belong to 
him, and thunder'd out a Bull of Excommunication a- 
gainſt Henry III. 


¶ Upon this Proceeding it may not be unneceſſary to 
remark here, before I go on to new Matter, That if 
the Doctors of the Sorbonne look d upon the Pope as 
the only proper Judge in ſuch a Caſe, twas abſurd for 
them to aſſume his Office, and to pronounce Sentence 
even before the Judge had any Cognizance of the 
Cauſe. But what was worſe than the Abſurdity, twas 
a manifeſt Proſtitution of the Antient Rights of the 
Gallican Church, which allow'd the Pope no Power 


at all to ordain or judge in temporal Affairs within the 
Kingdom of France, and but a limited Power in 
© ſpiritual; as has been before obſery'd in the relation of 
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what paſs'd in ＋ Aſſembly of the States at Blois 
in 1587, and as is clear from the French Hiſtory : For, 
not to mention the known Story of the Conteſt upon 
that Queſtion between Fbilip le bel and Pope Boniface 
VIM, in which the Princes of the Blood, the States, 
the Parliament, and generally all the Subjects of France, 
as well Eccleſiaſtical as Secular, ſided with the King; 
there is an admirable Paſſage to this purpoſe in Mezeray, 
upon Occaſion of the Pope's Bull of Excommunication 
(mention'd above in its place) to have been ifſu'd in 
1585 againſt che King of Navarre and the Prince of 
Conde, which Bull was (by an Accommodation be- 
tween Henry III. and the Court of Rome) ſuppreſs d, but 
not revok d.. The Firmneſs ofthe King's Council (ſays 
© the Hiſtorian) was not ſuch as it ought to have been 
© on that Occaſion, nor as it was in the Reign of 
© Charles IX; when Pope Pius IV having Excommu- 
© nicated Feanne d Albert Queen of Navarre, they ſent 
© Order to Henry Clutin-Loyſel, Ambaſſador at Rome, 
© to complain vehemently of that Attempt ; and he 
© ſpoke with ſuch Boldneſs, repreſenting in expreſs 
© Words that the King his Maſter could not ſuffer an Injury 
© which his Anceſtors would never have let paſs without Ven- 
© geance, that the Pope revok'd the Excommunication ; 
. fo that 'tis not now among the Conſtitutions of Pius 
© IV. But the ancient Virtue of the Franks, which 
© made them more jealous of the Honour and Liberty 
© of their Native Country than of their own Safety, 
© having been ſmother'd by Factions, and degenera- 
© ting into private Intereſts, the Councellors of Henry 
III contenced themſelves with having hinder'd the 
Publication of this Bull in the Kingdom, without 
a care to have it revok'd. Hence it is, that it 
now ſtands inſerted among the Conſtitutions of Six- 


tus V; with no leſs Diſhonour to the French Nation and to 
the Royal Houſe of Bourbon, than to the Prejudice of our 
Kings and of all crown'd Heads. L Mex. Tom. III. p. 370. | 
Some will be apt to ſay, that I might have ſpar'd this 

| Quotation, 
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Quotation, ſeeing the Independance of the Crown of 


France, conformably to the antient Rights of the Galli- 


can Church, is aſſerted by the preſent King, and was 
formally acknowledg'd by the Clergy in 1682: But I 
have ſome Exceprions to that Recognition, which ſhall 
appear in their proper place. ] | 


The Theologiſts of the Sorbonne having loos'd the 
Minds of the People from all Reſtraints of Conſcicnce 
and Allegiance, 'tis no wonder they ran into ail man- 
ner of Exceſſes againſt their Sovereign, eſpecially af- 
ter the Parliament was new-modell'd by the Sixteen. 
And that the Clergy were principally concern'd in fa- 
cilitating that new-modelling of the Parliament, will 
appear from the following Paſſage of Mezeray. The 


Parliament of Paris, that Auguſt Body, which was 


© never wanting to uphold the Royal Authority, and 
© which without any other Force than that of Juſtice 
© and good Counſels, the firmeſt Support of Thrones, 
© often favd che State waen all other Means had 
© faild ; was ever dreaded by ill-deſigning and ſediti- 
© ous Men, as a Power that could not eaſily be terri- 
© fied or corrupted, bur was accuſtom'd to exert the 
* moſt Vigilance and Virtue in Times of the greateſt 
Peril. The Sixteen therefore having in vain try'd 
© all ſorts of Methods to gain them, reſolv'd to ſeize 
* and impriſon the principal Perſons among them, 
* whoſe Names they agreed upon and ſet down in a 
* Liſt. Buſſy le Clerc offer d himſelf to perform this 
Exploit: And entring the Palais with his Sword 
* drawn, ac:ompany'd by Twenty of his Followers 
© arm'd with Sword and Piſtol, he addreſs'd himſelf to 
the firſt Preſident, and after he had made ſome im- 
pertinent Excuſe for being commiſlion'd to ſeize 
Perſons of ſuch Condition, becauſe they were ac- 
cus'd of being Partiſans of Henry de Valois, he drew 
out his Liſt, and began to call for thoſe nam'd in it 
one after another: But when he had call'd out ſome 
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© of them, the reſt of the Parliament roſe and told 


© him, he need not read on, for they were all re- 
© ſolvd not to abandon their Chiefs. So ſaying, they 
© follow'd them couragiouſly, by Two and Iwo to 
the Baſtile, where Buſſy detain'd as many of them 
© as he pleas d. But, whatever ill Opinion of thoſe 
© Gentlemen was endeavour'd to be inſtill'd into the 
© Populace, the near Relation of the Parliament to 
© the People, and the Reflection on the good Under- 
© ſtanding that had always and ever ought to be be- 
© tween them, had ſuch an Effect upon the moſt rea- 
ſonable Part of the Citizens, that they ſhut up their 


Shops, and betook themſelves to Arms, reſolving to 


© go and reſcue them out of the Hands of Buſy ; 
© When the Preachers, who were prepar'd for this 
© Occaſion, immediately got up into their Pulpits, 
and remonſtrated to the Burghers, That they had 
© been ſeiz d only to facilitate Concord and Union, 
© for the Welfare of the City, and the Good of the Ca- 
© tholick Religion; aſſuring them that they ſhould not 
© be ill us'd, and that as ſoon as things were accommo- 
dated they ſhould be ſet at Liberty. The ſame Day 
* Buyſy took ſome others in their Houſes who had ab- 
* ſented from the Palais, and impriſon'd them; but 
they were moſt of them releas d agen that Afternoon, 
or within a Day or two after; getting off by their 
* Money or by making Friends, but not without a Pro- 
* teſtacion to quit the King's Party. Thoſe who had 
more Conſtancy remain d Priſoners. Some of thoſe 
* who were ſetat Liberty,went into the Intereſt of the 
* League in good earneſt; others accommodating 
* themſelves to the Times, diſſembled their Sentiments. 


© The Body of the Parliament being thus diſmem- 

c bzrd of its nobleſt Limbs, that illuſtrious Senate, or 
racher its Shadow, remain'd intircly in the Diſpoſiti- 

F on of the Factious. At the ſame Time a Council of 
Forty Perſons was erected, by the Duke urge, 
under 
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ce under the Title of the Three States of the Kingdom 3 
cc which Three States conſiſted of no other than the 
5 Sixteen, and Men like them, with Deputies from 
© Two or Three of the revolted Towns engag'd in 
the League. [I. 595.] Theſe having by an Edict 
abated one Fourth Part of the Tailles, to caprivate the 
Affections of the People; made uſe of Catharine of 
Cleves, Widow of the Duke of Guiſe, to bring upon 
the Stage a very tragick Scene: She went in deep 
Mourning, accompanied by a good Number of Women, 
who like her compos'd their Dreſs and Countenance 
to move Pity, and preſented a Petition to the Parlia- 
ment, demanding Juſtice on thoſe who had caus'd her 
Husband and his Brother to be aſſaſſinated at Blois; 
and the pretended Three States rang'd themſelves on 
her Side, as joint Parties wich her in the Suit. The 
Parliament recciv'd her Petition very favourably, and 
Proceſs was actually begun and carried on in Form a- 
gainſt the Perſon of Henry III, by the Name of Henry 
de Valois ; but how far the Parliament proceeded in 
this Proceſs, I cannot tell (ſays AM. Perefixe in his 
* Hiſtory of Henry IV.) becauſe the Leaves were 
e torn out of the Regiſters of the Parliament when 
ce Henry the Great firſt enter'd Paris, in 1594. [There 
is ſomething very curious on this Subject in Bayles 
Dictionary, in the Article of Guiſe. | 


FP 
* 


While the Pariſians and the Chiefs of the League 
were in ſo warm a Diſpoſition, the Duke de Mayenne 
(Brother of the deceas'd Duke of Guiſe) came to Paris 
in February 1589. J, was receiv'd with all poſſible 
Marks of Honour and Joy, was without any Heſitation 
offer'd the Title of King, and a Throne was actually 
prepar'd for him: But he happen'd to judge it to be 
his Intereſt to refuſe to aſcend it; and contented him- 
ſelf to aſſume the Title and Quality of Lieutenant- 
General of the State and Crown of France. 
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In relating the Exceſſes to which the Eccleſiaſticks 
principally incited the Pariſians, I cannot but recom- 
mend to the Reader's Reflection the following in- 
ſtructive Paſſage from Mexzeray's Abridgment of his 
Hiſtory [Tom. 6. in 12*, p. 430.] © The Pope, 
the Sorbonne, the Jeſuits, and almoſt all the new 
* Religious Orders, contributed with all their Power 
* to advance the League: And yet all THEIR 
*© CREDIT could not have kept it 73 had not the 
People been ſo ILL GOVERN 
** and had not the Burden of Impoſts, the Inſolence 
ff of Favorites, the Weakneſs and the ſcandalous Courſe 
of Life of Henry III; given them both Averſion and 
** Contempt for the Government. 


Tis not ſtrange, that ſuch Cauſes had a very great 
Effect in divers Parts and Cities of France beſides Pars. 
Which obliging Henry III. to call the King of Nawarre 
to his Aſſiſtance, gave the Leaguers a new Subject for 
Invectives againſt him: That now 'twas plain he 
* was a Heretick in his Heart, or rather had no Re- 
F* ligion at all: And upon this Occaſion the Doctors 
of the Sorbonne reſolv'd by another Decree, © That his 
Name ſhould be left out of the Canon of the Maſs ; 
** and that in the Prayers inſtead of pro Rege noſtro, the 
* Words pro Chriſtianis Pincipibus noſtris ſhould be ſub- 
ce ſtituted. And to defend all their Proceedings, toge- 
ther with the Juſtice of degrading the King from his 
Royalty, Boucher wrote his famous Book de juſta Ab- 
dicatione Henrici III e Francorum Regno: During the 
Writing of which, Henry III having had his Forces 
joyn'd by thoſe of the King of Nawarre, laid Siege to 
Pars, and took up his Head-Quarters at St. Cloud. 


Boucher was look'd upon as an Oracle by the 
Leaguers in Paris; twas in his Lodgings the firſt 
Councils of the chief Promoters of the League in 2 
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City were held ; he was a Doctor of the Sorbonne ; and 
was one of the moſt bold and ſeditious moſt eloquent 
and moſt learned of all the Preachers: And upon all 
theſe Accounts was at that Time (as he has been al- 
ways ſince) conſider'd as the Mouth of the Clergy of 
his Party. Even the Preamble of the preſent French 
King's Edict in 1682, confirming the Declaration made 
by the general Aſſembly of the Clergy, * of the Inde- 
© pendance of his Crown on the See of Rome,intimates 
that the ſaid Declaration of the Clergy was partly oc- 
caſion'd by ſome Books which the Miniſters of the Re- 
form'd uſed to throw in their Teeth ; and no Man of 
Letters who is acquainted with the Hiſtory of Learn- 
ing in France, can doubt that Bouchers Pieces were 
among others intended by that Intimation. Now, tis 
not becauſe the Book I mention'd is very ſcarce and 
extraordinary in its Kind, that I give ſome Account 
of the Contents of it, meerly to gratify the Curious : 
But my Intention is, to follow the Clergy of France 
through their Windings and Doublings, and to ſhew 
from their publick Acts and Writings, that one while 
they ſeem to be govern'd by Principles which attribute 
unlimited Power to the Church and the King, another 
while by Notions that place all Power in the Church 
and the People, (for they are careful never to leave 
themſelves out,) but are conſtantly and really ſteer d 
by their own ſelfiſh Intereſts, excluſive of all Regards to 
Kings or People, and make uſe of either of them as 
Tools indifferently. 

The ſaid Book is an Octavo, printed at Paris for Ni- 
cholas Nivelle, with the Privilege of Charles Duke de 
Mayenne, Peer and Lieutenant-General of the State and 
Crown of France, and of the Council general of the Union 
of the Catholicks eſtabliſhd in Paris; who allow the 
printing of it, as @ Book very uſeful for the Publicł, 
which had been read over by Perſons deputed for that Pur- 
poſe, and was found and certified to contain nothing contrary 

to 
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to the Precepts and Doctrines of the Catholick Apoſtolical 
and Roman Church. 

The chief Points which the Author undertakes to 

argue and aſſert, from Scripture, Reaſon and Hiſtory, 

are theſe. *©* That the Church has a Right to abdicate 

c (or depoſe) Kings. That the State and the People 

* have a Right to abdicate Kings. That Kings were 

* conſtituted by the People. That after a King is 

* conſtituted, the ſuperior Right of the State over him 

* ſtill remains. That Arms may be taken up againſt 

* Kings for the Cauſe of Religion. That the Church 
had theſe juſtifiable Reaſons (among others) for 
© abdicating Henry III. viz. becauſe he was a perjur'd 
* Perſon, a Homicide, had ſtain'd his Hands in the 
** Blood of a Clergyman (the Cardinal de Guiſe,) was 
* a Favourer of Hereticks, a Schiſmatick, guilty of 
* Hereſy, Simony, and Sacrilege ; in ſhort,an impious 
* Man, and no better than an Atheiſt ; and ſtood ex- 
* communicated : And that the Kings of France had 
no Exemption from the Pope's Excommunication. 
* That the State had theſe juſt Cauſes for abdicating 
Henry III. wiz. becauſe he had violated the pub- 
* lick Faith; was guilty of Treaſon againſt the 
* Majeſty of the State and of the Kingdom, which 
* Majeity was lodg'd in the States; had miſemploy'd 
* and diflipated the publick Treaſure; was a Tyrant 
* and an Enemy of his Native Country, and might 
* therefore not only be expell'd, but killd. 

To theſe Crimes Beucher adds another, which he 
ſays might have been born with had the King been 
free from the reſt, namely, © That be was good for no- 
e thing, and uſeleſs to the Kingdom; but which however 
he affirms to be a ſufficient Reaſon for depoſing him. 


Thus far Boucher had gone in his Book, (as to the 
reaſoning Part of it,) when Henry III came to be aſ- 
ſaſſinated by Facques Clement; upon which he exults 
in moſt outragious Terms, comparing his AI 
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© End to that of Judas and of Arius, attributing it to a 
© Judgment from Heaven; and extolling the Action 
© of Clement (particularly valuing him upon his be- 
© ing an Eccleſiaſtick,) comparing it to Judith's killing 
© Holofernes, and David's ſlaying Goliab. And how far 
theſe were the Sentiments of the whole Party, will 
appear by the following Paſſages from Mezeray. 
© The League at its Beginning durit only attack 
© Hereſy and the Favourites, but in a little Time their 
© Audaciouſnels increaſing, they turn'd their Battery a- 
© gainſt the King's +” ag ; and in the End, after the 
© Murther of the Guiſes, they intirely degraded him 
© from the Royal Authority, and expos'd his Life as 
© that of a Tyrant to the publick Vengeance. The 
© Decrees of the Faculty of Theology, and the Bull 
© of Excommunication from Rome, leem'd to give 
© ſome Colour, and therewith Courage, for an At- 
© tempt againſt his Life; And upon his coming with 
© his Army before Paris, Dread of Puniſhment promp- 
© ted the Ring-Leaders of the League to ſeek ſome 
© deſperate Wretch into whoſe Hands to put the Dag- 
© ger for executing that Attempt. "Twas common 
© forthe Preachers in their Pulpits to extoll the daring 
* © Enterprizes of Ehud, Fael, Fudith and others, who 
© by a particular Inſpiration from God deliver'd the 
© Children of Iſrael. © And thoſe ſanguinary The- 
6e ologiſts, whether appriz'd of the Conſpiracy, or 
* whether only to confirm the People in their Ob- 
* ſtinacy, exhorted them to have Patience for ſome 
© Days, aſſuring them they ſhould quickly ſee a 
* marvellous Stroke from Heaven. 
© Facques Clement, a Monk of a College of Jacobins 
in Paris, who had newly taken Prieſt's Orders, 
became firmly perſwaded that 'twas an heroick Act, 
and deſerving the Crown of Martyrdom, to kill him 
whom Perſons of the greateſt Sanctity and Zeal in 
Appearance, uſually call'd Herod, Fulian the Apoſtate, 
and the Perſecutor of the Faithful, Having * 
imſelf 
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© himſelf to attempt it, he communicated his Intenti- 
© on to ſome who had Dexterity enough to procure 
© hima Paſsport and counterfeit Letters of Intelligence 
© from Perſons known to be of the King's Party : By 
© Means of which getting Admittance to the King at 
St. Cloud, he executed his Deſign. 

© The Deed done, and the News of it brought into 
© Paris, the Leaguers were tranſported with Joy: No- 
* thing was to be ſeen but Dancing, Bonfires, and Ta- 
© bles ſpread in the open Streets; and the Sixteen caus'd 
© Te Deum to be ſolemnly ſung. The Preachers difplay'd 
their Eloquence in Panegyricks of the Aſſaſſin; and 
© the Prior of his Convent (who was behev'd to have 
* furniſh'd him with Inſtructions and Means for getting 
LAcceſs to the King) call'd him in one of his Sermons, 
© The bleſſed Son of St. Dominick, and the holy Martyr of 
© Feſus Chriſt. The other Towns who were pofteſs'd 
© with the Spirit of the League, imitated the Example 
of Paris: $* But in all thoſe which ſtood firm to 
the King's Party, the moſt Learned Theologiſts pro- 
© nounc'd Funeral Orations in his Favour, and therein 
deteſted, as they ought, the Inhumanity of the Par- 
* ricide. [ Mex. Tom. III. p. 649, 658.) 

Henry IV ſucceeding to the Crown; the League, aſ- 
ſiſted by Succours of Spaniſh Troops brought to them 
from the Netherlands by the Duke of Parma, maintain'd 
an obſtinate War for a few Years againſt him. That 
King being of great Spirit and Underſtanding, and 
being affectionately aſſiſted with Men and Money b 
Queen Elizabeth, ſtruggled through mighty Difficul- 
ties: And, in ſhort, accommodating himſelf to the 
Circumſtances of the Times, he manag'd both the Ca- 
tholicks and Proteſtants ſo as to allure and bring over 
the former, and keep the latter in his Intereſts ; and 
gain'd (very naturally, tho' almoſt imperceptibly) upon 
the Affections of his nobleſt Enemies by his generous 
and reſolute Actions in War, and on the more ſelfiſh - 
(who were not the feweſt) by large Promiles ; _ 
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viſions among the Chiefs of the Leaguers, and the 
Wearineſs of the miſerably deluded and harraſs d Peo- 
ple, had brought things to a Criſis : Then, finding no 
other Way to make himſelf ſafe and eaſy, to reſtore 
Tranquility to the Kingdom, and to be Serviceable to 
all Chriſtendom by fruſtraring the cruel and ambitious 
Deſigns of the Houſe of Auſtria, whoſe Counſels and 
Money had fomented all the long Diſtractions of France, 
he abjur d Proteſtancy in 1593 ; and was abſolv'd and 
receiv'd into the Catholick Church by the Archbiſhop 
of Bourges, aſſiſted by other Prelates at St. Denys. 
Hereupon the warmeſt Eccleſiaſticks of the League, 
made a laſt Effort to hinder this Change of his Religion 
from having its natural Effect: They ſaw the grand 
Obſtacle to the People's acknowledging has Title and 
Paying him due Obedience, was thereby remov'd ; un- 
eſs they could perſwade them, that this Proceeding 
of the King was all Hypocriſy ; and that without the 
Pope's Abſolution, that of the Archbiſhop of Bourges 
ſignified juſt Nothing: And they had Reaſon to be- 
lieve, that the Pope, who had at that Time a very buſy 
and zealous Legate in Paris, would not grant Abloluti- 
ON as long as they could keep the People faſt in the League ; 
for they rightly conſider d, that the Infallibility of a 
Pope's Jud gment, is generally guided by the Strength 
or Weakneſs, and the Appearances of Succels, of the 
Party he would declare for or condemn. And upon 
this Occaſion their Champion Boucher ſignaliz d him- 
ſelf agen; Preaching divers Sermons, and afterwards 
Printing them (with the Approbation of his Brethren 
the Doctors of the Sorbonne, in Octavo under this 
Title, Sermons de la ſimulee Converſion, & Nullite dels 
pretendue Abſolution de Henry de Bourbon, Frince de 
Bearn, a St. Denys, &c. i. e. Sermons ſetting forth. the 
feign'd Converſion, and the Nullity of the. pretended Abſo- 
Lution of Henry of Bourbon, 4 Twould be a miſ- 

ſpending of Ti 
rator's.deluſive Cant and fallacious Arguments preſs d 
upon 
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upon the Populace from Party-Notions of the Church 
and Religion, (which have ever more Force upon the 
Many than practical Doctrines:) I will take a ſhorter 
Courſe ; and ſince neither all the ſniv'ling Acts of 
ſuperſtitious Devotion perform'd by Henry III, nor the 
molt decent Tokens of true Converſion ſhewn by Henry 
IV, could fatisfy the Clergy of their Sincerity ; ſhall 
inquire what 'tis that would have given them intire 
Satisfaction. Why, Boucher diſcovers to us very. plainly 
the ſtanding Senſe of his Church in that particular, in 
his 8th Sermon p. 363. viz. That profefling the 
© Catholick Religion and going to Maſs, tho nece/- 
'© ſary, were not ſufficient Qualifications for a King of 
* France. le ought to ruine Hereſy, he ought to puniſh 
* Hereticks, he ought to purge the Kingdom of Hereticks 
* and of all Fawourers of Hereticks, and utterly to ex- 
terminate them. | 


Henry IV. acquitting himſelf in all Points as a good 
King, had little Difficulty to ſatisfy the beſt of his Ca- 
tholick Subjects that he was a true Convert. This was 
ſapping the Foundation of the League; and furniſh'd 
a juſt Pretext to the Governours of divers Places, and 
to many of the Nobility who had cither Proſſeſſion or 
Pretention to Offices, to make their Peace with him : 
And the Generality of the People who were in the 
League, finding that Religion which had drawn them 
intoit, was only made a Colour for introducing Spaniſh 
Servitude, came apace, one Town after another, into 
the King's Obedience. At laſt (in 1594) even Paris 
was eaſily put into his Hands, without Bloodſhed, and 
with a general Pardon without the Exception of one 
Perſon: And after the Parifians had been ſo long kept 
out of their Wits, by a Noiſe about the Power of the 
Pope; the Doctors of the Faculty gave early Proof of 
their being in theirs; qualifying themſelves to enjoy 
the Benefits of the new Revolution, by making a De- 
cree in the King's Favour, without waiting =_ the 
9 A | *ope's 
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Pope's Abſolution of him. | Abrege de Mex. To. 6. p. 
431.] In concluſion, * the Pope (lays Mezeray) bein 

© inform'd that the King's Affairs were in ſo proſ- 
© perous a Courſe (in 1595) that there was no Room 
© to doubt he would ſoon bring under his Enemies; 
© his Holineſs apprehended that ſhould he make him- 
© ſelf intirely eaſy in his Throne before he was recon- 
© cild to the See of Rome, he would not trouble him- 
© ſelf any further about that Reconciliation : He per- 
© ceivd even that the wiſeſt Men of his own Court 
© diſapprov'd his rigid Manner of Proceeding, and ſaid 
© he hazarded the loſing of France as Clement VII had 
© loſt England, (in the Time of Henry VIII.) And theſe 
Conſiderations determin'd the holy Father to grant 
his Abſolution : But in the mean time the King ver 

narrowly eſcaped being kill'd by Charel a Student in 
the College of the Jeſuits, who aiming to ſtab him in 
the Breaſt with a Knife, the King happening to ſtoop 
in the Inſtant, receiv'd the Blow juſt above his Mouth, 
and was quit for the Loſs of a Tooth. The Aſſaſſin 
affirm'd boldly before the Judges, that what he had at- 
tempted to do was a good Action, for the King not 
being reconcil'd to the Church, was no better than a 


Tyrant: And it being ſuſpected that the Jeſuits of- 


the College of Clermont (where he had been brought 
up) had inſtilFd that abominable Doctrine into him, 
the Parliament caus'd the Lodgings of that College to 
be ſearch'd, and divers deteſtable Propoſitions againſt 
the Honour and Life of the King were found in the 
Study of Guignard a Jeſuit, written in his own Hand. 


Chatel and Guignard were put to Death, and all the 
Jeſuits were by an Arreſt of the Parliament baniſh'd the 


Kingdom, as Corrupters of Youth, Diſturbers of the 
© publick Peace, and Enemies of the King and the 


* State. [They were permitted to return into France 
in 1602. ] 


The 
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The Attempt of Charel to Aſſaſſinate Henry IV, 
and his avowing that he had undertaken it from Mo- 
tives of Religion, rendring it N to uſe ſome 
Expedient for allaying in Mens Minds ſuch pernicious 
Zeal; the King order'd a general Proceſſion to be 
made by all the Pariſhes and Convents of Paris, and 
therein aſſiſted perſonally, not like Henry III in a fan- 
taſtick ſordid Equipage, but in the Robes of the Or- 
der of the Holy Ghoſt, his Knights in the like Habit, 
with the Collar of that Order, attending him. The 
People have generally ſo juſt a Taſte and clear Judg- 
ment, that they ſeldom fail to reliſh and approve what's 
natural and proper: And this publick Act of Devotion, 
being perform'd with equal Dignity and Reverence, 
gave them a good Opinion of this King's Catholiciſm ; 
whereas all the ſuperſtitious Interludes of Penitence 
(as they may well be call'd) play'd by his Predeceſſor, 
gain'd him only the Name of a Hypocrite. Some Days 
after this Proceſſion, all the Pariſh-Prieſts and the moſt 
eminent Doctors within the Biſhoprick of Paris were 
aſſembled in a Body ; and, after invoking the Holy 
Ghoſt,they declar'd unanimouſly, © That there was not 
© any Scruple which ſhould hinder the French from ac- 
© knowledging Henry IV for King; that it was not 
© lawful to Attempt againſt his Perfon, or to give any 
© ſuch Counſel, under any Pretext whatſoever ; that 
© ſuch Actions had ever been damnable and wicked; 
© and that they were ſo far from approving the Parricide 
committed upon Henry III. that on the contrary they had 
* always deteſted the Authors of it, with their Accomplices, 
© and thoſe who approvd it. This Declaration they 
© ſign'd, and 'twas immediately publifh*d, for removing 
© all Scruples that might remain in Mens Conſciences. 
[ Mez. Tom. III. p. 1115.] | 


But twas impoſſible intirely to urge the Minds of 
the-Eccleſiaſticks of the Leaven of the * * 
nſtance 
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Inſtance of their Petulancy I will give from Mezeray; 
not ſo much for expoſing the ill Deſigns of thoſe reſt- 
leſs Incendiaries, as for the Pleaſure of ſhewing how 
careful the Parliament conſtantly was to maintain the 
Royal Authority. Florent a Batchelor in Theology, 
© propos'd ſome Theſes to diſpute upon in the Sorbonne, 
© at which Diſputation Blanzy a Doctor of the Facul- 
© ty was to preſide : And in thoſe Theſes 'twas aſſer- 
© ted, © That the Pope being Chriſt's Vicar on Earth, 
* had Spiritual and Temporal Power, and that all 
Men in general were oblig d to obey him. Alſo, that 
ce the Church having the Power of the two Swords, 
ce the Spiritual and the Temporal, had given the Uſe of 
ce the latter to Kings and Magiſtrates for the Defence 
* of the Good and the Puniſhment of the Wicked. 
© The Parliament being inform'd of it, before theſe 
© Points came to be publickly diſputed, caus'd Florent 
and Blanzy to be taken into Cuſtody ; pronounc'd 
* thoſe Propoſitions falſe, ſchiſmatical, contrary to the 
Word of God, the holy Decrees, the Canonical San- 
* &ions, the Laws of the Kingdom, and tending to 


© Rebellion and to diſturb thepublick Peace; and con- 


* demn'd Florent to declare in the great Hall of the Sor- 
bonne, on his Knees and bare-headed, That he had 
© raſhly and inconſiderately propos'd them, and that 
© he repented of them, and ask'd Pardon of God, the 
* King, and Juſtice ; order'd thoſe Theſes to be pub- 


* lickly torn; and injoyn'd the Syndick Dean and 


Doctors of the Sorbonne, not to ſuffer the like to be 
* propos'd for the future, on the Penalty of incurring 
* the Crime of high Treaſon, and of being depriv'd of 
* all the Fg granted by former Kings to their 
College. To lee this Arret executed, the Parliament 
x nominated a Preſident, Four Councellors, and the 
. Attorney-General. Who going to the Sorbonne, 
a caus d the Doctors to aſſemble, and Florent made 
k his Recantation, Blanzy attending bare-headed. This 
done, the ſaid Preſident of the Parliament made a 

* learned 
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learned Speech to the Aſſembly, in which having 
© ſhewn from Scripture, the Fathers, and the Eccleſi- 
© aſtical Hiſtory, ** That as to the Temporal, the Popes 
© were lo far from having Dominion over Kings, that 
© they had been ſubjected to them; he repreſented, 
*© that thoſe among them who had advanc'd new and 
* dangerous Opinions, had blown up the Fire which 
** for — Years had been conſuming France; con- 
* jur'd them, ſeeing the SOURCE of the Miſchief 
*© was found out, not to relapſe agen into it; and ex- 
*© horted them to imitate the wiſe Example of their 
ce Predeceflors who had labour'd hard for the Peace 
© of the Church, rather than the Folly of thoſe who 
© of late Years had been the furious Trumpeters of 
* War, and had like to have ſubverted the very Foun- 
.* dations of the State. Ib. p. 1154.] As this Example 
of Severity, (adds the Hiſtorian) fervd to deter and 
reſtrain the Seditious from venting their Poiſon; ſo the 
News of the Pope's Abſolution of the King , giving 
full ſatisfaction to the Scrupulous, diſpos'd them to pay 
him all Obedience; and compell'd thoſe Chiefs of the 
League who ſtill held out, to haſten to make their 
Peace with him. | 


The League being thus brought to a Period in all out- 
ward appearance, in 1595; I ſhall by way of Recapitula- 
tion give the Reader a general Idea of the Men as well 
as of their A#ions. The Author of the Satyre Menippte 
de Ia vertu du Catholicon d Eſpagne, written on occaſion 
of the pretended Aſſembly of the States which was call'd 
by the Duke de Mayenne, and began to fit in Pars in 
1593, has drawn them ſo to the Life; that*twill be ſuf- 
ficient for my purpoſe to tranſcribe from him ſome 
-part of the general Deſcription of the Virtues of the 
Spaniſh Catholicon, which he introduces a Mountebank 
retailing. By the Catholicon is to be underſtood, ©* a 
© falſe Pretence of Zeal for Religion, really promoting 
i King Philip's Deſign of univerſal Monarchy, 
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© A Mahometan Quack coming into Spain, turn'd 
© Chriſtian, and ſerv'd in the College of Jeſuits at 
Toledo: Where learning that the common Catholi- | 
con of Rome had no other Effect than to edify Souls, l 
© and procure them Salvation and Happineſs in the | 
© other World only ; he thought it took too long a | 
© Time to operate, and contriv'd to ſophiſticate this 
© Catholicon : So by much handling and ſtirring it, 
© by diſtilling, calcining and ſubliming it, he com- 
© pounded of it in that College a Soveraign Electuary, 
8 furpaſſing the Philoſopher's Stone ; as appears by its 


© Virtues. 
| 


© Let a King who never ſtirs abroad, paſs the Time 
at his Eſcurial in refining this Electuary, and let him 
write a Line to Father Ignatius in Flanders ſeal'd 
with Catholicon, he ſhall find him a Man who (ſalvas 
Conſcientia) ſhall aſſaſſinate an Enemy whom he 
could not overcome in Twenty Years. | * William I. 
Prince of Orange. | 
© If that King propoſe to ſecure his Dominions to 
© his Children after his Deceaſe, and to invade the 
'? <© Kingdom of another at a ſmall Expence, let him 
write Three Words to his Ambaſſador Mendoza, or 
> © to Father [] Commelet, and mark his Letter with 
* © Catholicon, they ſhallprocurean Apoſtate | *] Monk, 
© who under a ſpecious Pretext, like another Fudas, 
ſhall approach and aſſaſſinate in cold Blood no leſs a 
King Nan one of [I] France, his Brother-in-law, 
in the midft of his Camp, without any Fear of God 1 
or Man: They ſhall do more, they ſhall canonize 
this Murtherer, and place this Fudas above St. Peter ; 
they ſhall baptize this execrable Villany with the | 
Name of a Judgment from Heaven, and Cardinals , 
* Legates and Primates ſhall ftand Godfathers at the | 
* Chriſtening. [f] A buſy 12 in the Time M the ? 
League. L'] Fac. Clement. IJ] X. Henry III.] | 
Wet any Frenchman be a Spy in the Camp, in the | 
* Bed-Chamber, in the Council of his King; tho' you | 
I 2 * know | 
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© know him for ſuch, if he has but taken a Grain of 
© Catholiconin the Morning, whoever accuſes him 
© ſhall be accounted a Huguenot, or a Favourer of 
Hereticks. 

Have no Honour or Principles, be perfidious and 
© diſloyal ; take a Commiſſion to make War, but do 
nothing, and favour the Enemy as viſibly as you 
pleaſe; provided you glue your Sword into the Scab- 
bard with Catholicon, you ſhall be efteem'd but too 
good a Man. | 

ge known for a Penſioner of Spain, monopolize, 
berray, ſell, barter, diſunite the Princes; if you have 
but a Grain of Catholicon in your Mouth, you ſhall 
be careſs' d, and Diſtruſt ſhall be entertain'd of the 
molt faithful and ancient Servants of the Crown, as 
Infidels and Huguenots, how true Catholicks ſoever 
they have always been. 

© Let all be tending from bad to worſe, let the Ene- 
my advance his Deſigns, and not retire back from 
Peace but to make the more advantagious Leap for- 
ward, perceiving the Game that's playing for him ; 
let the Catholick Church itſelf be really in danger; 
let all Order both Eccleſiaſtical and Civil be pervert- 
ed, for want of ſpeaking plain French ; diſperſe but 
a little Catholicon through the Kingdom, not a Man 
will take any care about it, nor dare to ſpeak of it, 
for fear of being reputed a Huguenot. 

© Have no Religion at all, make a Jeſt of the Prieſts 
and Sacraments of the Church, and of all Right Di- 
vine and Human, and eat Fleſh in the middle of 
Lent; you need no other Purification or Abſolution 
than half a Drachm of Catholicon. 

© Would you be ſpeedily a Cardinal? Rub a Corner 
© of your Hat with Catholicon, and it ſhall become 
© red, and you ſhall be a Cardinal were you the moſt 
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inceſtuous and ambitious [+] Primate in the World. 


[+] The Author deſigu d by this Chara#er the Archbiſhop of 
Lions, who was one of the principal Leaguers. | * 
| «© Be 
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© Be as criminal as Motthe-Serrant, a Counterfeiter 
of the Coyn like Mandreville, as profligate as Buſſy 
le Clerc, an Atheiſt and ungrateful like des Portes; 
waſh in an Infuſion of Catholicon, and you ſhall be- 
come an immaculate Lamb and a Pillar of the Faith. 

© If ſome diſcreet Prelate or Councellor of State, a 
true Catholick and a true Frenchman, concern him- 
ſelf to oppoſe the ſubtle Enterprizes of the Enemies 
of the Kingdom, put a Grain of Catholicon on your 
Tongue, and you ſhall be allow'd to accuſe him that 
he detigns, while Providence ſleeps, to let the Ca- 
tholick Religion be loſt. 

© If ſome Preacher who is honeſt and no Pedant, 
come out of the Rebel-Towns to offer to undeceive 
the People; provided he have not ſome Catholicon 
in his Cowl, he may e'en return from whence he 
came. 

© Let Spain ſet her Foot upon the Throat of the Ho- 
nour of France; let the Lorrainers endea7our to {teal 
the lawful Inheritance from the Princes of the Blood; 
Diſpence but ſome Catholicon, and you ſhall ſee 
Men amus d with an unſeaſonable Diſpute upon an 
inſignificant Queſtion, when chey ſhould be labour- 
ing hard withOar and Sail to make the fraudulent Ty- 
rants (who are trembling for Fear) loole their Hold. 
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I ſaid above, that the Pope's Abſolution of Henry 
IV put an End to the League in outward Appearance : 
And now I muſt add, That by his Clemency and Ge- 
neroſity, even towards thoſe of that Faction who had 
been the moſt violent againſt him, he ſoon extinguiſh'd 
all the Heat of it in the Laity : And the exact Juſtice 
and good Order which he caus'd to be obſerv'd in the 
State, keeping his Kingdom quiet, and making it flou- 
riſh, render d him equally belov'd and obey'd by che 
People: Inſomuch that the Edict of Nantes in 1598 
(the moſt favourable the Proteſtants of France ever had, 
allowing them the free exerciſe of their Religion, and 
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admitting them to Civil Offices and Employments as 
well as the Catholicks) did not at all diſturb the Peace 


and Felicity of his Reign: So ready are the People to 


conſider one another as Brethren, when their Sove- 
raign will treat them all equally as his Children. A- 
mong the Eccleſiaſticks alone, a Party was found, who 
had Leiſure, Acuteneſs, Pride, and Spleen enough to 
be diſcontented : They could not believe due Care had 
been taken of the Church by the Pope, notwithſtand- 
ing the Infallibility of that Vicegerent of Heaven : 
But governing themſelves by their own better Judg- 
ment, they left the King out of their Prayers for more 
than Ten Years together after the Pope had abſolv'd 
him. [| © The King's Procurator-general at the Par- 
* liament of Toulouſe, being inform'd that a great Num- 
ber of Prieſts in ſaying Maſs omitted the Prayer for 
* the King, and that even that Prayer was left out of 
* ſome Impreflions of the Miſſal, made Complaint of 
* it tothe Parliament : Who ordain'd, that all Prieſts 
* ſhould for the future be oblig'd to pronounce that 
* Prayer in the Celebration of the divine Offices, for- 
bad their making uſe of any Miſſals which had not 
that Prayer in them, &c. This Arret was made in 
1606, See Bayle's Dictionary in the Article of Henry IV.] 
Laſtly, This Prince having made extraordinary Pre- 
parations for his grand Deſign of balancing the Powers 
(which would by Conſequence have balanc'd the chiet 
Religions) of Europe; that Party of Eccleſtaſticks who 
{till retain'd the true Spirit of the League, reſolv d not 
to truſt ſo heroick a Project to the diſpoſition of Provi- 
dence,but found out one of their own Order (Rawvaillac 
a Monk) to ſecure their Intereſts by aſſaſſinating (in 
1610) the greateſt and beſt King (in the Opinion of Me- 
<eray Tom. III. p. 659) that ever ſat upon the Throne of 
France. 

The Parliament of Paris being too ſenſible from 
what Source this fatal Miſchief came, order'd (the 
ſame Day Ravaillac was executed) that the Faculty of 
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Theology of Paris ſhould aſſemble, and confim anew 
their antient Cenſure or Condemnation of this Poſiti- 
on, © That a Vaſſal, or Subject, may and even ought 
* in Conſcience to kill a Tyrant be he who he will, 
cc and attack him in any Manner whatever; and that 
* ſuch an Action is not contrary to the Oath of Fide- 
* lity which Vaſſals and Subjects ſwear to their Sove- 
* raign, The Doctors obey d this Order. And ſoon 
after the Parliament made an Arret, in which they 
© condemn'd the Jeſuit Mariana's Book de Rege & Re- 
gu Inſtitutione to be burnt by the Hands of the com- 
mon Executioner, as containing, ſays the Arret, 
* divers execrable Blaſphemies againſt the late King 
« Henry III, and againſt the Perſons and States of 
Kings and Soveraign Princes. | Hiſt. de Louis XIII. par 
M. Le Vaſſor. Tom. I. p. 46.] 


King James I. of England, was ſo ſcared at the 
© News of the Murther of Henry IV, that he imme- 
ately ſet forth a Proclamation, commanding all Je- 
ſuits and Priefts out of his Kingdom ; and caus'd the 
Oath of Allegiance (fram'd on Occaſion of the Diſco- 
very of the Gunpowder Plot in 1605, and import- 
ing that the Pope had no Power to depoſe the King, or to 
authorize any of his Subjects to offer Violence to his Royal 
Perſon, Cc.) to be univerſally taken by all his Peo- 
* ple. [Wilſon, p. 51.] King James had alſo publiſh'd 
an Apology for that Oath ; which Cardinal Bellarmin an- 
ſwering in a Treatiſe of the Power of the Soveraign Pon- 
tiff in temporal Affairs, the Parliament of Paris on the 
* firſt Appearance of Bellarmin's Treatiſe (a few 
* Months after the Death of Henry IV.) order'd it to 
be ſuppreſs d in France. [Le Vaſſor. Ib. p. 93. 

Thus vigilant on all Occaſions were the Parliament 
of Paris, to provide for the Security and Preſervation 
of the Authority and Perſon of their Kings. But in 
the end the Clergy got the better of them; aſſerting 
in a Body in 1614 (and engaging the Court to ap- 
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prove) the mais Doctrine of the Leaguers, which not 
only the Parliament but the Gallican Church had al- 
ways condemn'd. | 


Lewis XIII. ſucceeding his Father Henry TV, the 
Clergy taking Advantage of his Minority, and of 
the Bigotry of the Queen-Mother Mary de Medicis 
(who had the Regency from 1610 to 1614) determin'd 
not to loſe the Benefit of the Aſſaſſinations of Two 
Kings, but to improve them to the Advancement of 
the Church. They had long been endeavouring to 
make themſelves ſuperior to the State : To this Point 
tended their former oft-repeated Efforts (which were 
conſtantly withſtood and render'd ineffectual by the 
Parliament) to cauſe the Decrees of the Council of 
Trent to be receiv'd and authoriz'd in Fance. Their 
Deſign in it, was to ſubject the King's Authority and 
Perſons to the Power and Cenſures of the Pope. Now 
whether it were done by the Introduction of that 
Council, or by ſome other Expedient, was indifferent 
to them ; they would take up with any Means to gain 
this End: For the Pope, they knew, could have no o- 
ther Intereſt than theirs, namely the entire Extirpation 
of the Proteſtants; whereas the King and the State 
might think it their Intereſt to tolerate, perhaps one 
Day to favour and encourage them. In a Word, the 
conſider d that by taking the ſupreme Power from the 


Crown and placing it in the Head of the Church, they 


ſhould become the King's Subjects conditionally and 
at their Diſcretion only; and then, inftead of the 
Parliament's preſcribing them Meaſures of Obedience, 
they would preſcribe the King Meaſures of Govern- 
ment, and reduce him to this Dilemma, wiz. either to 


promote their Intereſts at the Expence of thoſe of the 


People, or to refuſe to oblige them at the Hazard oc 
his Crown and Perſon. This being their grand Pro- 
ject, let us lee by what Means they executed it. 


The 
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The Execution of the Arret mention'd in my laſt 
to have been made by the Parliament of Paris (in 
1610) for ſuppreſſing Cardinal Bellarmin's Book againſt 
King James I about the Power of the Pope in Tem- 
porals, was at the Inſtance of the Pope's Nuncio ſuſ- 
pended by the Council of the Regency. [Le Vaſſor. 
Tom. I. p. 96.] And the Queen-Mother interpoſs'd her 
Authority to hinder the Sorbonne from paſling a vig- 
orous Cenſure upon Bellarmin's Propoſitions. L. p. 
129. 

IN Succeſs of the Pope's Nuncio in that Buſineſs, 
encourag'd him to make a great Clamour 2 the 
Parliament, for decreeing that the Jeſuits ſhould not 
be readmitted into their College of Clermont (in 1612), 
unleſs they would conform to the Doctrine of the Sor- 
bonne, in the Points particularly relating to the Con- 
cc ſervation of the ſacred Perſon of Kings, the Main- 
ce tenance of the Royal Authority, and the Liberties 
© of the Gallican Church. The Cardinal du Perron 
ce and others of the Clergy ſeconded the Nuncio with 
” 258. Warmth; yet the Parliament held firm. [I. 

278. 

j But the Cardinal d Perron and his Brethren of the 
Clergy appear'd more avow'dly and violently the 
ame Year, in condemning Dr. Richer's Treatiſe of Ec- 
cleſiaſtical and Political Power, and in expelling him 
from the Office of Syndic (or Rector) of the Sorbonne, 
with other Indignities to his Perſon. As to that 
Treatiſe, tis ſufficient to ſay here, chat in it“ he 
% maintain d no other Doctrines, concerning the In- 
* dependance of the Crown of France in Temporals, and 
* the Limitation of the Pope's Power in Spirituals) than 
* what are intirely conformable to the Declaraticn (on 
the ſame Points) of the general Aſſembly of the Clergy 
of France in 1682. 

By theſe Eſſays the Clergy became perfectly ſenſible, 
that when the general Ailembly of the States of the 
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Kingdom (the laſt that was held, or that is ever like 
to be held in Fance) met (in 1614), every thing con- 
ſpir d in their Favour. The Bigotry of the 5 
Regent; the Greenneſs of the young King's Under- 
ſtanding; the ſtrong Impreſſions which the Murther 
of Two Kings ſucceſſively for the Cauſe of Religion, 
muſt needs have wrought upon the tender Care of the 
Mother and the Imbecillity of the Son; the Artifice 
of Italian and Spaniſh and the Weakneſs of French 
Counſels at Court; and the Diſunion at that Time 
among the Princes and chief Nobility of France : All 
theſe Circumſtances, I ſay, concurring, with a moſt 
inſolent and aſſuming Pope (Paul V) then at the Head 
of the Church ; the French Roman-Catholick Clergy 
(who have one conſtant View, and whoſe Faculties 
are always quick and vigorous, as not being affected 
by any perſonal Accidents of Age or Infirmity, but 
whoſe perpetually renovated Body is ever in firm 
Health and clear Judgment) reſolv'd not to let ſlip fo 
fair a Conjuncture to fix their Power above that of 
the King and of the State. 
Lewis XIII being declar'd Mayor in 1614, the firſt 
Act of the Regal Power which he had taken upon 
himſelf, was © to confirm the Edict of Nantes in all 
« its Articles, and whatever Regulations or Arreſts 
* had ſince been made for the better putting it in Ex- 
* ecution ; promiſing to keep it inviolably. Soon 
after, the general Aſſembly of the Three States of the 
Kingdom was open'd at Paris : And the third State 
(or Commons) reflecting with juſt Deteſtation and 
Concern on the true Cauſe of the Murther of the 
Two laſt Kings, propos'd, © That for ſtopping the 
* Courſe of that pernicious Doctrine which of late 
* Years had been propagated againſt Kings and Sove- 
c raign Potentates eſtabliſh'd by God, his Majeſty 
© ſhould be deſir'd that in the Aſſembly of the States- 
General it might be paſs'd into an inviolable and fun- 
** damental Law of the Kingdom, That the King be- 
— ng 
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« ing acknowledg'd Soveraign in France, and hold ing 
cc his Authority from God alone; no Power on Earth. 
cc Spiritual or Temporal had any Right to deprive him 
cc of his Kingdom, or to diſpence with or abſolve his 
cc Subjects, for any Cauſe whatſoever, from the Fi- 
ce delity and Obedience they o d to him. That all 
ce the French in general ſhould hold this Law for holy, 
ce true, and conformable to the Word of God, without 
* any Diſtinction; and take an Oath to obey it with- 
* out any Equivocation, or Limitation. And that no 
«© Perſon ſhould be permitted to enjoy any preſent or 
ce future Office or Employment Eccleſiaſtical or Civil, 
* without qualifying themſelves by taxing that Oath. 
The next Day after the third State had in their Cham- 
ber paſs'd this Article in all the Forms, a great Clutter 
was made about it in that of the Clergy : All is loſt, ſaid 
ſome, there are in the Aſſembly wicked Men and Hereticks 
in diſguiſe, who hade ſworn the Ruine of Religion. 
Divers Expedients were propos d; but ſuch was the 
Agitation of their Spirits, that they could come to 
no Reſolution. They only deſired the Cardinals de 
Sourdis and de la Rochefoucault to repreſent immediately 
to the King and the Queen-Mother, the Danger to 
which a powerful Cabal form'd in the Chamber of 
the third State expos'd the Catholick Religion. The 
King and Queen-Mother were already poſleſs'd in 
their Favour, and the Chamber of the Nobility (part- 
ly out of Bigotry, but more out of Complaiſance for 
the Court who they ſaw were pre-engag'd,) ſided 
with the Clergy : Theſe prepared themſelves to com- 
bat vigorouſly the Propoſition of the Commons; and 
theſe inſiſted firmly upon it. 

The Parliament of Paris look'd with Horror on 
the ſhameful Prevarication of the Clergy and Nobili- 
ty, who baſely ſacrific d to the Pope the Intereſts of 
the King and the fundamental Maxims of the King- 
dom: And the King's Procurator and Advocate 
General (who by the way were in France Officers od 
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© the State as well as of the King,) repreſented to the 
© Parliament, that they were inform'd from good 
© Hands, that divers Perſons had taken the Liberty to 
© call in Doubt and hold for problematical © thoſe 
c Maxims receivd in all Time in France and born 
c with the Crown, That the King acknowledges no 
© Superior in Temporals in his Kingdom but God 
& alone; and That no Power has a Right to diſcharge 
cc his Majeſty's Subjects from the Oath of Fidelity and 
* Obedience, nor to ſuſpend, deprive, or depoſe him 
ce from his Royalty; much leſs to attempt, or cauſe 
_ © to be attempted, by Authority publick or private, 
© any Violence againſt the ſacred Perſons of So- 
ce veraigns. Wherefore they deſir'd, that the Parlia- 
«© ment, laying aſide all other Matters, would pleaſe 
ce to ordain that the Arrets formerly paſs'd ſhould be 
c“ confirm'd and publiſh'd anew in all the Tribunals of 
ce their Juriſdiction, in order to keep the Minds of all 
ce the King's Subjects, of what Quality or Condition 
© ſoever, firm and ſettled in the ſaid Maxims, for the 
© Security of the King's Life, and for the publick 
* Peace and Tranquility. And the Parliament made 
an Arret accordingly. [Ib. p. 74, &c.] | 
The Cardinal du Perron, accompanied by Twelve 
Deputies from the Body of the Nobility, ſeveral Pre- 
lates, and a great Number of others of the Clergy, 
went to the Chamber of the third State, and made a 
Speech to them of three Hours long. The chief Sub- 
ſtance of it was to this Effect, That the Clergy 
© were more oblig'd to the King than were the other 
© Two States: And therefore none were ſo much con- 
* cern'd as they for the Preſervation of his Perſon. 
That they agreed with the Commons in deteſting 
* the Murtherers of their Kings: But as the only Laws 
that are capable of reſtraining ſuch deſperate Mon- 
ſters (who having firſt thrown off all Care of their 
own Lives, become Maſters of the Lives of others) 
were the Eccleſiaſtical, which awe Men who de- 
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© ſpiſe Death, by the Terror of Puniſhments after 
© Death; ſo care was to be taken, to inſert nothing 
© into thoſe Laws but what was held for certain and 
© indubitable by the univerſal Church. That there- 
© fore, the Doctrine of the Pope's Power over Kings being 
© held for indubitable by the greateſt Part of the 
© Church and by its Head, twould be to no Purpoſe 
© for the other Part of the Church to aſſert the con- 
© trary, nor would it have any Effect on thoſe of the 
© different Perſwaſion. He proceeded to prove b 
Examples from Hiſtory © that the Pope had exercis d 
© and ſtood poſleſs'd of ſuch a Power: And in Con- 
© cluſion, chid the Commons for offering to med- 
© dle in a Matter of Faith and Religion, in which it 
© did not belong to them to make any Regulations. 
Oeuvres diverſes du Card. du Perron. Paris, 1629. Pol.] 
Upon the whole, the Clergy carried this Point with 
a high Hand againſt the Commons : But Policy re- 
uir d that they ſhould at leaſt put on a Mask of Zeal 
or the Security of the Perſon of the King; fo to blind 
the Publick, they drew up an Article againſt thoſe who 
aſſert, © that in certain Caſes tis permitted to attempt 
* againſt the Life of the King; and the Decree of 
the Council of Conſtance, which condemns this Pro- 
poſition, was annex d to that Article. This done, they 
beſeech the King to ſollicite the Pope, that this Deciſi- 
on of that Council might be renew'd and Publiſh'd by 
expreſs Order of his Holyneſs. Paul V laughing in his 
Sleeve at this Prevarication, willingly conſented to 
own, © that twas not lawful to & Princes, ſecing the 
* Clergy of France affirm'd his Right to excommunicate 
© and depoſe them when he pleas'd, and to declare them 
* Hereticks and Enemies of the Church. But the 
honeſt and underſtanding Commons exclaiming a- 
: gainſt the baſe Conduct of the Eccleſiaſticks, ſaid v 
juſtly and generouſly, that they had pertidiouſly 
* ſacrific'd the Rights of the Nation and the Liberties 
of the Gallican-Church; For the Preſervation — 
| the 
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ce the SOVERAIGN POWER of the King, was not 
ce leſs dear to all true French- men, than the Safety of 
* his PERSON. 

King James I of England, honour'd the forementi- 
ond Harangue of the Cardinal Du Perron with an 
Anſwer, under the Title of A Remonſtrace for the 
Right of Kings, From which I ſhall extract two 
very inſtructive Paſſages, the firſt of ſome Length 
from the Preface, the other Shorter from the begin- 
ning of the Treatiſe. 

© Fair was the hope which I conceived of the 
© States Aﬀembled in Parliment at Paris: That 
© calling to mind the Murtherers of their Noble 
© Kings, and the Warrs of the League which 
© followed the Popes fulminations, as when a great 
© ſtorm of Hail poureth down after a Thunder-crack, 
© and a World of Writings addreſſed to juſtifie the Par- 
© ricides and the Dethronings of Kings, they would 
© have joyned Heads, Hearts, and Hands together, to 
© Hammer out ſome apt and wholeſome Remedy againſt 
© ſo many fearful Attempts and practiſes. To my 
hope was added no little joy, when I was given to 
underſtand the third Eftate had preferred an Article 
or Bill, the tenor and ſubſtance whereof was con- 
cerning the means whereby the People might be 
unwitched of this pernicious Opinion ; That Popes 
may toſs the French King his Throne like a Tennis-Ball, 
and that killing of Kings is an at meritorious to the 

purchaſe of the Crown of Martyrdom. But in fine, the 
F Project was encountred with ſucceſs clean contrary 
© toExpectation. For this Article of the third Eſtate, 
© like a ſigh of Liberty breathing her laſt, ſerved only 
© ſo much the more to enthral the Crown, and to 
make the Bondage more grievous and ſenſible than 
© before. Even as thoſe Medicines which work no 
© eaſe to the Patient, do leave the Diſeaſe in much 
© worſe Terms: ſo this remedy invented and tendred 
© by the Third Eftate, did only exaſperate the preſent _ 
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malady of the State ; for ſo much as the operation 
and vertue of the wholſome remedy was overmatched 
with peccant Humours, then ſtirred by the force of 
thwarting and crofling oppoſition. Yea, much 
better had it been, the Matter had not been ſtirrd 
at all, then after it was once on foot and in motion, to 
give the Truth leave to lie gaſping and ſprawling 
under the violence of a foreign Faction. - For the 
opinion by which the Crowns of Kings are made 
ſubject to the Pope's Will and Power, was then 
avow'din a moſt Honourable Aſſembly, by the aver- 
ment of a Prelate in great Authority and no leſs 
Learning : He did not plead the Cauſe as a private 
Perſon, but as one by repreſentation that ſtood for 
the whole Body of the Clergy ; was there applaud- 
ed, and ſeconded with Approbation of the Nobility; 
no Reſolution taken to the contrary, or in barr to 
his Plea. After praiſes and thanks from the Pope, 
follow'd the printing of his eloquent Harangue or 
Oration, made in full Parliament : A fet Diſcourſe, 
maintaining Kings to be depoſeable by the Pope, if 
he ſpeak the Word. The ſaid Oration was not only 
Printed with the King's Privilege, but was likewiſe ad- 
dreſs'd to me by the Author and Orator himſelf ; 
who preſuppos d the reading thereof would for- 
ſooth drive me to ſay, Lord Cardinal, in this bigh 
Subject your Honour hath ſatisfy d me to the full, All 
this pois'd in the Ballance of equal Judgment, why 
may not I truly and freely affirm, The ſaid Eſtates 
aſſembled in Parliament, have ſet Royal Majeſty 
upon a doubtful Chance, or left it reſting upon un- 
certain Terms: And that now if the Doctrine there 
maintain d by the Clergy may bear any pawme, it 
may lawfully be doubted who is King in Fance? 
For I make no queſtion, he is but a titular Ki 
that reigneth only at another's diſcretion, and whoſe 
Princely Head the Pope hath Power to bare of his 
Regal Crown. In "Temporal Matters, how can 
| © one 
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© one be Soveraign, that may be fleec'd of all his 


© Temporalities by any Superior Power? But let 
© Men at Aa near ſight mark the pith and marrow 
© of the Article propos'd by the third Eſtate, and 
© they ſhall ſoon perceive the Skill of the Architects 
© thereof aim'd only to make their King a true 
© and real King, to be recogniz'd for Soveraign within 
© his own Realm, and that killing their King might no 
© longer paſs the muſter of Works acceptable to God. 
But by the vehement inſtance and ſtrong current of 
the Clergy and Nobles, this was born down as a per- 
nicious Article,as a Cauſe of Schiſm, as a Gate which 
openeth to all ſorts of Hereſies: Yea, there it was 
maintain'd tooth and nail ¶ That in caſe the Do- 
ctrine of this Article might go for current Doctrine, 
it muſt follow, that for many Ages paſt in ſequence, 
the Church hath been the Kingdom of Antichriſt, 
and the Synagogue of Satan. The Pope upon ſo 

ood iſſue of the Cauſe, had reaſon, I trow, to 
addreſs his Letters of Triumph unto the Nobility 
and Clergy, who had ſo far approv'd themſelves 
© faithful to his Holineſs ; and to vaunt withall, that 


© he had nip'd Chriſtian Kings in the Crown, that he 
had given them check with Mate, through the mag- 
-© nanimous Reſolution of this couragious Nobility, 


© by whoſe brave making Head, the third Eftate had 
© been ſo valiantly forc'd to give ground. In a ſcorn- 
© ful Reproach he qualify'd the Deputies of the third 
© Eſtate, nebulones ex face plebu, a ſort or number of 
© Knaves, the very dregs of the baſe Vulgar, a pack of 
© People, preſuming to perſonate well-affeted Subjects, and 
© Men of deep Underſtanding, and to read their Maſters a 
© learned Lecture. I have receiv'd Advertiſement from 
© divers Parts, that in the Pope's Letters to the Nobili- | 
© ty theſe Words were extant, howſoever they have 
© been left out in the Impreſſion, and ras d out of the 
© Copies of the ſaid Letters. ] Now it is no wonder, 
* that, in ſo good an Office and loyal Carriage 2 
. * war 


( 129 ) 


© ward their King, the third Eſtate hath out- gone the 
© Clergy. For the Clergy deny themſelves to have 
© any rank among the Subjects of the King: They 
© ſtand for a Soveraign out of the Kingdom, to whom 
cas to the Lord Paramount they owe Suit and Service: 
© They are bound to advance that Monarchy, to the 
© Body whereof they properly appertain as Parts or 
© Members, as elſwhere I have written more at large. 
© but for the Nobility, the King's right Arm, to 
© proſtitute and ſet as it were to Sale the Dignity of 
© their King, as if the Arm ſhould give a thruſt unto 
© the Head, I ſay, ſor the Nobility to hold and main- 
© tain, even in Parliament, their King is liable to De- 
© poſition by any foreign Power or Potentate, may it 
© not paſs among the ſtrangeſt Miracles and rareſt 
© Wonders in the World? For that once granted, this 
© Conſequence is good and neceſſary ; That in Caſe the 
© King, once lawfully depos d, ſhall ſtand upon the defen- 
five, and hold out for his Right, he may then lawful- 
: gz be murther d. Let me then here freely profeſs my 
© Opinion, and this it is: That now the French No- 
© bility may ſeem to have ſome reaſon to diſrobe them- 
{elves of their Titles, and to transfer them by Reſig- 
nation unto the third Eſtate. For that Body of that 
third Eſtate alone hath carrcy'd a right noble Heart; 
in as much as they could neither be tickled with Pro- 
miſes, nor terrify'd by Threatnings, from reſolute 
{ſtanding to thoſe Fundamental Points and Reaſons 
of State, which moſt concern the Honour of their 
King, and the Security of his Perſon. ] 

110 Cardinal even in the firſt paſſage of his Orati- 
on, hath laid a firm Foundation, That Eccleſiaſticks in 
France are more deeply oblig d to the King, than the Nobility, 
and third Eſtate: His reaſon, Becaule the Clergy do 
ſweetly enjoy their Dignities and Promotions, with 
all their infinite Wealth, of the King's meer grace, 
without all danger, and with fair Immunities ; 
whereas the other two Orders hold their Offices by a 
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chargeable and burdenſome Title or Tenure, even 
to the great expence of their Blood, and of their 
Subſtance. But ſee now, how looſe and weak a 
Frame he hath erected and pinn'd together, upon his 
firm and ſolid foundation: Ergo, The third Eſtate is 
to lay all care to provide remedies againſt apoſted 
Cut-throats, upon the Clergy ; and the ſaid remedies 
(as he boldly affirms) muſt be deriv'd from the Laws 
of Conſcience, which may carry an effectual acting 
or operative efficacy upon the Soul, and not from 
civil and temporal Puniſhments. Now this Conſe- 
quence limpeth like a lame Criple after the Premiſes : 
For it is no uſual and common Matter, to fee Men that 
are deepeſt in Obligation, perform their Duties and Cove- 
nants with moſt Fidelity. Again, were it granted the 
Clergy had well hitherto demonſtrated their careful 
watching over the Life and Honour of their Prince; 
yet is it not for Spiritual Puniſhments thunder'd by 
Eccleſiaſticks, to bind the Hands of the Civil Ma- 
giſtrate, nor to ſtop the Current of Temporal Pu- 
niſhments: Which ordinarily do carry a greater force and 
vertue to the bridling of the Wicked,than the apprehenſion of 
God's Fudgments. © The third Eſtate therefore, by whom 
all the Officers of France are properly repreſented, as to 
whom the adminiſtration of Juſtice and protection of 
the King's Rights and Honour doth appertain, can 
deſerve no blame in carrying ſo watchful an eye, 
by their wholſome Remedy to provide for the Safety 
of the King; and for the Dignity of the Crown. 
For if the Clergy ſhall not ſtand to their Tackle, but 
ſhrink when it comes to the puſh of their Duty, who 
ſhall charge themſelves with careful foreſight and pre- 
vention of Miſchief ? Shall not the People? Now, 
have not all the Calamites, which the third Eſtate 
have ſought providently to prevent, have they not 
all ſprung from the Clergy, as from their natural 
Fountain? From whence did the laſt Civil Wars, 


* Wherein a world of Blood was not more profuſely 
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© than prodigiouſly and unnaturally ſpilt, and where- 
© inthe Parricide of King Henry III was impiouſly and 
© abominably committed ; From whence did thoſe 
© bloody Wars proceed, but from the depoſing of the 
© ſaid King by che Head of the Church? Were they 
© not Prelates, Curats, and Confeſſours; were they 
© not Eccleſiaſticks, who partly by ſeditious Preach- 
© ments, and partly by — Confeſſions, poured 
© many a Jar of Oyle upon this Flame? Was not he 
© that. killed the forenamed King, was not he one of 
* the Clergy: Was not Guignard a Jeſuite: Was not 
Fobn Chatel brought up in the ſame School? Did not 
© Rawaillac that Monſter of Men, upon interrogitories 
made at his Examination; among the reſt by whom 
© he had been ſo diabolically tempted and ſtirred up to 
© his moſt execrable attempt and act ofextreme horror; 
© did not he refer his Examiners to the Sermons made 
the Lent next before, where they might be ſatisfied 
© concerning the cauſes of his Abominable undertak- 
© ing and Execution. [Thus far King James.] 


From the Time of the laſt Aſſembly of the States 


general held in France, we are to look upon Lewis 


XIII as ſufficiently terrified and inſtructed by the 
Murther of his two Predeceſſors, and by the ob- 
ſtinate Adherence of the Clergy to the Doctrine and 
Principle (viz. the Pope's Power to Excommunicate 
the King of France) which had produc'd thoſe Mur- 
thers, to compound rather than contend with ſuch a for- 
midable Body of Men. He found 'twas toilſom, dan- 
gerous, and profitable only in the abſtracted Notions 
of Virtue and true Glory, to content himſelf with 
ſuch a regal Power as the antient Conſtitution of the 
Kingdom gave him: He conſider d, that tho' the 
Clergy would not be quiet under the juſt Exercile of 
that limited Power, founded on ſo impious a Title as 
the Conſent of the People; yet they would gladly 
render that Power abſolute, if he would hold 3 
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the divine Title of their pious Donation: And he 
happen'd (if what comes from the natural Impulſes 
of Self Preſervation Self-Intereſt and Ambition, ma 


be ſaid to happen, ) to ſtrike in with that laudable Diſ- 
poſition of the Clergy. Mens Actions are the beſt In- 


terpreters of their Counſels; and if by that Rule we 
may judge of the chief Occurrences in Fance, from 
the Time of the laſt Aſſembly of the States General of 


that Kingdom in 1614, the King and Clergy have pro- 


ceeded by Concert and Combination, the King to ſacri- 
fice the Proteſtants to the Clergy, the Clergy to ſacrifice the 
Liberties of the Nation to the King. Hence Lews the 
13th's intruſting the intire Adminiſtration of Affairs to 
Cardinal Richelieu, the Turn that Eccleſiaſtick gave to 
the whole Frame of the Government, and the harraſ- 


ſing weakening and diſtreſſing of the Proteſtants by 


wreſting from them the beſt Guaranties of their To- 
leration and Privileges (I mean Rochelle and other 
Places of Strength.) Hence the innumerable Edicts 


of Lewis XIV, Year after Year, againſt the Proteſtants 


(whom for the peculiar Services they had render'd to 


His Perſon when the Crown totter'd on his Head, he 


promis'd to maintain inviolably in the Enjoyment of 
the Edict of Nantes,) till proceeding from one Chicane 
to another, he at laſt depriv'd them of all their Rights, 
and forc'd them out of the Kingdom. The wiſeſt 
of the Catholicks ſaw all along whither theſe Steps 
rended: The Marſhal de Baſſompierre, could ſay, when 
Lews XIII was beſieging Rochelle, he thought they ſhould 
be ſuch Fools to take it; the great Chancellor Le 
Tellier could ſay in Lewis the XIVth's Council (about 
the Year 1667) he was ſo far from an Opinion that all 
Nleans ſhould be uſed to extirpate the Proteſtants; that if 
there had been none then in the Kingdom, twas his Fudgc- 
ment they ſhould be invited into it. But while all tne 
Liberties of the Nation were {ſwallowing up into the 
Abyſs of this King's Will and Pleaſure, the Clergy 
thought they could never enough cry up the _ 
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and Felicity of his Reign ; nay they had the Modeſty 
to attribute all his Proſperity and Grandeur to his Pjery, 
thereby ſanctifying all thoſe Violations and Infractions 
of Oaths' and Treaties to which he ' ow'd his unjuſt 


Acquiſitions. 


Some will be apt to ſay, That this King caſt off the 
Burthen which the Eccleſiaſticks laid upon the Crown 
during the Aſſembly of the three States in 1614, and 
oblig d the general Aſſembly of the Clergy to own his 
Superiority, and that his Power was independant of 
the See of Rome, by their four famous Propoſitions in 
1682 ; ſo that they are now as much Slaves to his Will 
as the reſt of the French Nation. But not to urge, 
© that he found it neceſſary to allow them afterwards 
© to retract thoſe Propoſitions, in their Letters to the 
© Succeſſors of Pope Innocent XI; I refer to the ver 
firſt Edict of this King on the Subject of his Contelt 
with that Pope about the Regale, and alſo to the Procez, 
verbal of what paſs'd in the firſt Aſſembly of the 
Clergy on that Subject; (both which are in the Col- 
lection of the Edicts c. concerning the Regale, prin- 
ted at Paris in 1682 in 4to;) by which it will appear, 
* that the King's great Application to EXTIRP ATE 
HE RE SI, was the Reaſon and Conſideration of their 
* complying with his Pleaſure on that Occaſion : So 
that, their Acknowledgement of the King's Superiority 
is conditional, and his Authority over them precarious, 
as depending on his good Behaviour and his conſtant 
Complyance with their Intereſt. And, by the Way, 
the Intereſt of the Catholick Clergy is ſo manifeſt in 
the Union of the Spaniſh and French Monarchies, (tor 
ſuch a Union would ſecure the Papal Hierarchy againſt 
all the Powers on Earth,) that 'tis no Wonder they uſe 
all imaginable Methods and Arguments, contributing 
themſelves, and inciting the People to contribute and 
to endure all Extremities, for continuing this War : A 


War that is really their Concern more than the King's, 
as 


„„ 


(124 ) 
a8 — leſs for the true Adyantage of his Crown and 
Succeſſors, than for theirs. Indeed, He has only been 
toiling for them all his long laborious Reign; and 
mould he or any future King of France, offer to intro- 
duce the antient good Order and Diſcipline in the 
State, and to make Commerce and all uſeful Arts 
flouriſn with due Vigour, (which can never well be, 
unleſs the People are reſtor d to Freedgm both religious 
_ and civil and ſecur d in their Properties, by the intire 
Change of this Government of Will and Pleaſure into 
one of equal Laws,) He ſhall ſee the Roman-Catholick 
Clergy turn their Eyes towards the Pope, and ſhall 
regret the ill- advis d Expulſion of the faichful in- 
duſtrious and valiant Hugueno ts. 


